
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Ursula’s E-ACT Academy bulletin 
20.4.18. 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Ofsted report 
Attached to my bulletin piece is our Ofsted report. We are all very proud 
of the report as it reflects the efforts of our pupils, parents and staff. We 
received the highest outcome that we could have achieved. There is a 
cover letter explaining Ofsted’s new inspection framework. We now look 
forward to Ofsted returning to confirm our ‘Outstanding’ status.  
 
PLEASE NOTE - MONDAY 23rd APRIL IS AN INSET DAY - 
THE ACADEMY IS CLOSED. 
 
On the 23rd April Year Six pupils can come to the academy for normal 
lessons. The day will run from 9.30 - 3.30pm. They require a packed 
lunch. Casual clothes are fine.  
 
PTFA Disco 
There are still tickets left for the PTFA disco on Friday the 18th May. 
Please see PTFA members for tickets. It will take place in the Shine 
Community Hall, thank you to them for allowing us to use it.  
 
Parents/Carers coffee morning 
On Thursday 26th April at 9am we have two speakers from ‘Families in 
Focus’ coming to the academy. They will be discussing the different 
types of services that families can utilise when they require support or 
help. This is open to all parents and carers.  
 
E-ACT values winners 
Alba Jones-Gil and Atifa Jagwe (Year 2) - Thinking big - writing a song 
about their friendship and performing it to me! 
Leo Merrifield (Year 4) - Do the right thing - keeping the academy tidy 
without being asked 



The Year Six netball team (Year 6) - Team spirit - for winning bronze 
medals in yesterday’s tournament of sixteen teams 
 
Sports day 
This will take place on Monday 25th June 
Reception, Year One and Two starting at 9.10am 
Years 3-6 starting at 1.10pm 
 
Rights Respecting article of next week  
Article  - 30 - You have the right to practice your own culture, language 
and religion - or any you choose. Minority and indigenous groups need 
special protection of this right.    
If you would like to see all of the UNICEF rights of the child please visit  
https://www.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pd 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Attached is our Ofsted inspection report. I am very proud of the pupils 
and staff for all of their efforts and achievements. The outcome of the 
report is the highest that we could have obtained. 
Under the new framework, Ofsted do not change schools from ‘Good’ to 
‘Outstanding’ during a one day inspection. When they inspect schools 
previously judged to be ‘Good’ there are four possible outcomes – 
 
1 - The school has declined seriously. Inspectors return the next day to 
judge the school. 
2 – The school continues to be ‘Good’ but has a number of 
improvements to make to keep this judgement. 
3 – The school continues to be ‘Good’, it doesn’t have need major 
improvements but it hasn’t progressed considerably. 
4 – The school continues to be ‘Good’ but has improved since its last 
inspection. Ofsted will return within two years to see if the school is 
continuing to operate at a high level. If it is, it could be judged as 
‘Outstanding’. 
As you will see from our report, we were graded in the highest category.  
We have improved on our last inspection and now have the chance to 
prove to inspectors that we are an ‘Outstanding’ school. 
Thank you for your support and your parental survey comments. I am 
extremely proud to lead St. Ursula’s and this report is further evidence 
of the fantastic work that takes place here everyday. 
 
Yours faithfully 
  
Ross Moody 
Headteacher 
 

https://www.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf
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Dear Mr Moody 
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17 April 2018 Mr Ross Moody 

                   

Short inspection of St Ursula’s E-ACT Academy 

      

Following my visit to the school on 20 March 2018, I write on behalf of Her 

Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Education, Children’s Services and Skills to report the 

inspection findings. The visit was the first short inspection carried out since the 

school was judged to be good in January 2015. 
      

This school continues to be good. 
      

The leadership team has maintained the good quality of education in the school since 

the last inspection. Based on the evidence gathered during this short inspection, I am 

of the opinion that the school has demonstrated strong practice and marked 

improvement in certain areas. This may indicate that the school is improving towards 

being outstanding. Therefore, I am recommending that the school’s next inspection be 

a section 5 inspection. 
      

You, together with the leadership team and officers of the E-ACT Academy Trust, 

have addressed the priorities for improvement identified at the previous inspection 

resolutely. For example, middle leaders now have marked impact on improving the 

quality of teaching in their areas of responsibility, and they lead with rigour and 

enthusiasm. In addition, teaching assistants now have clearly defined responsibilities 

and contribute well to the progress that pupils make. 
      

Your ambitious vision for continuous improvement extends across the school 

community. High-quality professional development and partnerships with other 

schools have led to improvements in the quality of teaching, leadership and 

governance. For example, subject leaders have opportunities to initiate developments 

across the trust. This improves their leadership capacity and has raised standards of 

teaching as a consequence. Leaders from the trust have offered you strong strategic 

support. It is clear that parents, carers and staff share your high expectations and 

unrelenting drive to improve further. One comment from a parent, typifying the views 

of many, was: ‘The teaching staff are caring and nurturing but also get results. I can’t 

speak highly enough of this fabulous school.’ 

     

Pupils’ attainment of the standards expected in reading, writing mathematics is higher 

than the national averages by the end of both Year 2 and Year 6.  

In addition, higher proportions than the national averages achieved greater depth by 

the end of Year 2 and the higher standards by the end of Year 6. 



In the phonics screening check, almost all pupils reached the expected standard. 

Children in the early years are well prepared for Year 1, achieving strong levels of 

development. You rightly identify that some groups of pupils could make even better 

progress. As a result, we agreed that this short inspection would focus on these pupils. 
      

Pupils are proud to attend St Ursula’s. They say that they feel safe and that there is no 

bullying. They speak highly of the school’s broad and relevant curriculum, including 

opportunities to develop their computing skills and creativity through art and design. 

They value the school’s work to promote equality and fairness through activities such 

as the certificates awarded for respecting others in assemblies. Pupils told me that 

they feel listened to and understood. A comment from one pupil, ‘Students are 

involved in things which affect them; we get to make decisions’, summarises their 

view of the supportive and respectful relationships that you have established between 

adults and pupils. 
      

At the beginning of the inspection, we agreed on the key lines of enquiry to be 

considered. These included: how well pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 

progress in writing and mathematics at key stage 1; how well pupils of middle ability, 

including those who are disadvantaged, progress in their reading at key stage 2; how 

effectively leaders ensure challenge for the most able in writing in key stage 2; and 

how effectively leaders make sure that pupils are kept safe and attend school as 

regularly as they can. These aspects are reported under ‘Inspection findings’ and 

‘Safeguarding’. 
      

Safeguarding is effective. 
      

A culture of ensuring the safeguarding and welfare of pupils is of utmost importance 

to the school. Staff have secure knowledge and receive regularly updated training 

which helps them to identify and report concerns. Leaders enhance this training 

beyond statutory requirements. For example, staff have recently been trained to 

support pupils’ mental health in school. Safeguarding leaders follow up all concerns 

promptly and appropriately. In addition, leaders act swiftly to coordinate support 

when a pupil or family is experiencing difficulties. 
      

Leaders ensure that arrangements for checking the suitability of staff and visitors are 

thorough and managed well. The trust’s safeguarding officer and governors check and 

review these procedures assiduously. This expertise ensures that record- keeping is of 

a high standard. Additionally, the carefully planned work of the family liaison and 

attendance officer has resulted in a rise in pupils’ rates of attendance and a decline in 

the number of pupils who regularly miss school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Inspection findings 

      

Published performance information from 2017 shows that the small group of 

disadvantaged pupils in key stage 1 did not progress as well as their peers in writing 

and mathematics. 

       

A number of changes and improvements are securing higher standards. For example, 

recent work to improve pupils’ problem-solving and reasoning skills is resulting in 

stronger progress in mathematics. Pupils show deeper mathematical thinking and are 

often required to explain and justify answers, both verbally and in writing. Leaders 

have also improved the way teachers check pupils’ progress. Consequently, pupils 

receive more effective teaching and support in mathematics. All disadvantaged pupils 

in Year 2 are currently on track to achieve the standard expected of them. 

       

We reviewed disadvantaged pupils’ written work together. Pupils are making good 

progress in sentence construction and their use of punctuation. Most pupils are 

currently achieving the standard expected. However, we noted that a small number of 

lower-attaining pupils need further support to apply their well- developed phonics 

skills and understanding of spelling patterns in their writing. You acknowledged the 

importance of improving disadvantaged pupils’ writing further. 

       

The focus on middle-ability pupils, including those who are disadvantaged, in key 

stage 2 was chosen because pupils in this group made less progress in reading than 

their peers in the 2017 assessments. You recognise that middle-ability and 

disadvantaged pupils have made less progress in reading. You have introduced highly 

effective measures to raise standards. Investment in more challenging reading 

materials for teaching reading, as well as reviewing how teachers plan reading 

lessons, are both having a marked impact on learning. 

       

Teachers now plan lessons with a strong emphasis on the key skills of deduction, 

prediction and inference. More confident readers, including those of middle ability, 

are required to consider how the writers use language. Pupils are now expected to 

answer more demanding questions about what they read and to justify their 

viewpoints. Evidence in workbooks and from listening to readers shows that middle-

ability readers are now making strong progress across key stage 2, with many now 

reaching the higher standard. You recognise that the work to raise more middle-ability 

pupils to the higher standard in reading, particularly those who are disadvantaged, 

should be a continuing priority for the school. 

       

          

You showed me the measures in place to increase the challenge provided to the most 

able writers in key stage 2. We checked a number of pupils’ workbooks from across 

the key stage. Raised expectations of how pupils plan, review and edit their writing 

have improved outcomes and you expect these improvements to have a sustained 

impact. Pupils use their understanding of a wide range of stylistic devices and their 

broad vocabulary with notable effect in narrative and non-fiction writing. Extended 

writing in subjects such as religious education and history is of a similarly high 

standard to work in English books, and this consolidates pupils’ skills. 

 



 

 

     

Next steps for the school 
      

Leaders and those responsible for governance should ensure that: 
      

Disadvantaged pupils with lower starting points in key stage 1 use their knowledge of 

phonics when spelling unfamiliar words 

      

The progress of disadvantaged pupils improves to match that of other pupils in all 

subjects. 
      

I am copying this letter to the chair of the school ambassadors group, the chief 

executive officer of the E-ACT Academy Trust, the regional schools commissioner 

and the director of children’s services for the City of Bristol. This letter will be 

published on the Ofsted website. 
      

Yours sincerely Claire Mirams 

      

Ofsted Inspector 

Information about the inspection 

      

During the inspection, I held meetings with you and your leadership team. I held 

meetings with the chief executive officer of the E-ACT Academy Trust, and the 

academies improvement director. I reviewed your plans for improvement, your 

evaluation of the school’s performance and current information about pupils’ 

attainment and progress. We conducted learning walks and reviewed pupils’ work 

together. I met with the chair of the academy ambassadors group. I also met with 

leaders of mathematics, special educational needs and/or disabilities, English and 

assessment. I listened to pupils read and reviewed their reading records. I met with a 

group of pupils and discussed their views on the curriculum, behaviour, bullying and 

keeping safe. I scrutinised various safeguarding records as well as meeting with your 

safeguarding leaders, the regional safeguarding officer and the family liaison and 

attendance officer. I considered the 132 parental responses to the online survey, 

Parent view.  
     

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

http://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/useful-
information/information-for-current-parents/our-menus/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/useful-information/information-for-current-parents/our-menus/
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“My award for patterns of movements in taekwondo" 
Laura Walker-Cousins 3DP 

 
Well done Laura! 

 
Keep up the good work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

School Sports Kit 
If you have any school sports kit at home can you please 

return it to the school office soon as possible.  
We have lots of fixtures this term and are missing lots of 

shirts, shorts and socks from previous events. 
 

Many thanks 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Ciana Quinn – 6SS 
Kian Bartley – 6AM 

Nathaniel Robinson-Vilain – 5ET 
Miya Brown – 5JP 

Elijah Shearing – 5CT 
Rosie Boyle -4KS/SB 

Raeya Valentine-Walker – 4SS 
Lucy James– 4BM/RB 

Sophie Brown – 3ACW 
Chloe Harris – 3CM 
Austin Tyler – 3DP 

Lucy Vanstone – 2RD 
Leo Bussey– 2AT 

Zachary Henry– 2PS/SE 
Amelia Edwards – 1EC 

Faith Kelly – 1SM 
Dexter Sanders – 1NA 
Juliette Russell– Elmer 

Mireya Carpenter – Paddington 
Milo Cross -Gruffalo  

 

Session 1 – 3.30-4.30pm (Children will need to be 

collected by 4.45pm) – £4 

Session 2 – 4.30-6.00pm  – £5.50 



At the moment we are only able to accept cash on 

collection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

, we are unable to take online payments at the moment so activities will need to be paid for in 

cash on collection of your child. We know this isn’t ideal but please bear with us and this will 

be resolved in the next few weeks. 

All of the clubs can be booked online but no charges will be made through the website. 

Session 1 – 3.30-4.30pm – £4 

Session 2 – 4.30-6.00pm  – £5.50 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atkins are launching a competition for children between the 

ages of 7 and 11 in the Bristol & South Gloucestershire 

Region. The competition asks children to describe either: 



• How will children travel to school in 2050; or 

• What vehicles will look like in 2050. 

Entries can be in any format (drawings, short essays, 

presentations, models, etc.). 

  

The winner will be rewarded with the opportunity to have a 

driverless vehicle visit their school, as well as a family ticket 

to We The Curious (https://www.wethecurious.org/).  

Second and third places also get We The Curious tickets, 

and all entries will be entered into a random prize draw to 

win up to £500 worth of Bristol Aerospace 

(http://aerospacebristol.org/) tickets for their class at school. 

• Science is used in many areas of driverless car 

research, from understanding how the engine works to 

how the sensors operate; 

• Geography is used to understand the social impacts of 

driverless cars; 

• IT is utilised in coding of the vehicle’s decision 

making system; and 

• Art/Design/English are all important in helping to 

visualise and describe the future transport vision. 

 We hope you are able to take this opportunity as an exciting 

and engaging way to encourage the engineers of the future. 

The competition closes on the 18th May. Please return 

entries to either Bella.Slawin@atkinsglobal.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wethecurious.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8eed2d8fc9274225a33108d5a36c71d9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636594609369539532&sdata=bAzcBn3%2BXt9Kz%2FVLV0zLiveTxTwLBK7FAqcXx5VRsx4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faerospacebristol.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8eed2d8fc9274225a33108d5a36c71d9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636594609369539532&sdata=ryTl6oNrdqZy1%2FsqulVvuBEZGqmhZqWgdFAeuIxo1j8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Bella.Slawin@atkinsglobal.com

