
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
In response to comments from children, parents/carers and teaching staff we have made 
some changes to our reading books from Year 1 upwards. We felt that using Oxford Reading 
tree as a stand-alone scheme was not giving the children a wide enough variety of books to 
enjoy. As a result we have invested in a new range of books from a variety of schemes. In 
order to incorporate these books we have needed to change the way the books are levelled. 
The children will now have a colour and a number and we will be using the Reading 
Recovery system for banding. This means while a child is on one colour they will have 2 or 3 
levels within that colour. For example the Yellow band incorporates levels 6, 7 and 8. We 
felt this was a real benefit of using this system as the books are better tailored to the 
children’s needs and improves children’s self-esteem as they make progress through the 
levels. In some levels we have included a “free readers” box of books that are also at the 
appropriate level but give the children wider access to different authors and genres.  
 
The book levels are as follows:  

Book Band 
Colour 

Reading Recovery 
Level 

Yellow 6,7 and 8 

Light blue 9, 10 and 11 

Green 12, 13 and 14 

Orange 15 and 16 

Turquoise 17 and 18 

Purple 19 and 20 

Gold 21 and 22 

White 23 and 24 

Lime  25 and 26 

Brown  27 

Silver 28 

Dark blue 29 and 30 

Burgundy Exceeding levels 

 
 
We appreciate that parents may have questions regarding the new system. In order to 
answer questions Mrs Poyntz-Roberts and Mrs Shaile will be on hand at the Parent’s 
evenings 14th and 15th March. They will have a sample of the new books for you to peruse 
and can help with any queries.  
Many thanks, 
Miss Joanne Parker 


