
This is a report on how we support children and young people with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in our academy. It is known as a School 
Information Report. We also have a SEND policy which can be found on our website. 
 

 
How do you teach children or young people with special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND)? 
 
We provide a graduated response to Special Educational Needs. Class Teachers will 
deliver “quality first” teaching for all pupils in their class, which will be closely matched to the 
pupils needs and ability. Learning Support Assistants will, under the direction of the class 
teacher, support children in their learning through individual, group or class based activities. 
The support will be outlined in the child’s one page profile written by the child with adult 
support. Class teachers will identify children’s misconceptions or gaps in learning through 
their marking and assessments and will provide focused small group or individual teaching 
to address these issues. A short-term programme of targeted support may also be put in 
place to help children get back on track. If a child is still not progressing at the expected 
rate, despite these interventions, the child will be added to the SEND register and a group 
or individual support plan will be put in place for specific intervention. Specific, measurable 
targets will be put in place, these will be monitored and reviewed regularly. Parents and the 
child will be involved in discussions and decisions made regarding their provision. If 
progress continues to be limited, the SENDCO, with the permission of the parents, may 
seek advice from other professionals to decide if more specialist support is required. 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about approaches to teaching, 
adaptations to the curriculum and the learning environment for children and young people 
with SEN or disabilities and additional learning support for those with SEN. 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(a): their approach to teaching of children and young people 
with special educational needs. 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(b): ‘…how they adapt the curriculum and the learning 
environment for children and young people with special educational needs or a disability’ 
 

 
How do you decide whether a child or young person has SEND? 
 
Class Teachers and Learning Support Assistants at St Ursula’s Academy closely monitor 
the progress of all our children, this information will be the first step in identifying if a child 
may be having some difficulties. If a child is not making as much progress as expected, the 
class teacher will inform the parents. The class teacher will also share these concerns with 
the Senior Leadership Team at Pupil Progress Meetings that are held throughout the year. 
Other assessments may be used to help make a decision about whether a child has special 
educational needs such as Speech and Language Assessments. Parents can raise 
concerns with their child’s class teacher at any time.  
 
St Ursula’s criteria for a child being placed on the SEND register:  

 Consistently slow or no progress in a core area of learning.  

 Significant attainment gap between child and peer group.  

 Persistent behaviour or emotional difficulties.  



 A diagnosed condition or outside agency involvement protected by the SEND Code of 
Practice. 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Arrangements providers have for identifying the 
particular SEN of children and young people.’ 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.34: ‘Schools must publish more detailed information about 
their arrangements for identifying, assessing and making provision for pupils with SEN.’ 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.35: ‘The school-specific information should relate to the 
schools’ arrangements for providing a graduated response to children’s SEN. It should 
elaborate on the information provided at a local authority wide level in the Local Offer.’ 
 

 
What ‘extras’ do you offer children or young people with SEND? 
 

 Every class in EYFS and KS1 have an LSA in addition to the teacher. In KS2 there is 
an LSA per year group. Teachers can refer children through the SENDCO. We also 
deliver the Social Detective, which supports children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder. 
There is a trained speech and language therapist who works at the school three 
days per week and sees children on a weekly basis. We have support from our own 
educational psychologist who comes into the school termly. The Circle of Friends 
approach is used to support children who need support with developing their 
friendships and raising self esteem as are lunch time clus such as arts, crafts, games 
and lego therapy. This is Me is used to support children with social and emotional 
needs, Nessy, an online learning tool, is used for children with spelling and reading 
difficulties. Parents and Carers are offered support through our Family Support 
Worker, Learning Mentor and SENDCO.  

 

What the legislation says… 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(c): ‘The additional learning support available to children and 
young people with special educational needs.’ 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(h): ‘What support is available for children and young people 
with special educational needs or a disability.’ 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 3.66: ‘Schools must work with the local authority in 
developing the Local Offer, which could include school-commissioned services’ 
 

 
How do you make sure children or young people with SEND do well? 
 
Quality first teaching will be provided to all pupils and the class teacher will continually 
review progress through both formative and summative assessments. Lessons will be 
adapted to provide every child with high quality learning opportunities. Parents are informed 
of the progress their child is making through parents’ evenings, meetings and school 
reports. Where a class teacher has concerns about a child’s progress, the parents will be 
informed and in the first instance some extra-targeted support in class may be provided. 
Where progress continues to be limited more individualised support may be provided. All 
individual and small group support plans are written by the class teacher in conjunction with 
the teaching assistant. Targets and programmes of work are planned around discussions 
with the parents and the child so that they match the specific needs of the individual child. 



Alongside the class teacher the senior leadership track the progress of all pupils to ensure 
good progress is being made.  
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about assessing and reviewing pupils’ and 
students’ progress towards outcomes, including how providers work with parents and young 
people in doing so. 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(d): ‘How the progress towards any of the outcomes identified 
for children and young people with special educational needs will be assessed and 
reviewed, including information about how those children, their parents and young people 
will take part in any assessment and review.’ 
 

 
What facilities do you have to support children or young people with SEND? 
 
Break times and lunchtimes are supervised by teaching assistants as well as School Meal 
Supervisory Assistants so there will always be an adult available that your child knows. 
Level or ramp access is available to all areas of the school site. We have a lift to the 1st 
floor. Our site is fully wheelchair accessible with wide doors and 6 accessible toilets, 3 on 
each floor. The classrooms are quiet, light and open. There are blinds on all windows. 
There is water in each classroom.  
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about enabling available facilities to be 
accessed by disabled children and young people and those with SEN (this should include 
ancillary aids and assistive technology, including Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC)).’ 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(f): ‘How facilities that are available can be accessed by children 
and young people with special educational needs or a disability.’ 
 

 
Do you have staff with specialist training or have ‘experts’ to support the academy? 
 

 St Ursula’s staff have undertaken a variety of different training including in Numicon, 
Attachment Training, Speech and Language Support, story making, Positive 
handling (behaviour management / positive handling) and phonics. Good practice is 
regularly shared at staff meetings and the SENCO SEND networks, briefings, 
conferences and cluster meetings to ensure the school receives the most up to date 
information regarding SEND, this is then disseminated to other staff. The school has 
access to a link Speech and Language Therapist, Educational Psychologist, School 
Nurse, Occupational Therapist, Sensory Support Service and the Bristol Autism 
Team (BAT). 
 

 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: information about securing expertise among teachers, 
lecturers or other professionals to support children and young people with SEN or 
disabilities – this should include professional development to secure expertise at different 
levels:  



o awareness (to give a basic awareness of a particular type of SEN, appropriate for all staff 
who will come into contact with a child or young person with that type of SEN)  
o enhanced (how to adapt teaching and learning to meet a particular type of SEN, for early 
years practitioners, class and subject teachers/lecturers and teaching assistants working 
directly with the child or young person on a regular basis), and  
o specialist (in-depth training about a particular type of SEN, for staff who will be advising 
and supporting those with enhanced-level skills and knowledge)  
SEND Regulations 2014 5(i): ‘How expertise in supporting children and young people with 
special educational needs or a disability is secured for teaching staff and others working 
with those children and young people. 
 

 
How do you support the wellbeing of children or young people with SEND? 
 
We aim to work in partnership with parents, children and other professionals to provide a 
program of support which enables child to overcome barriers to learning and reach their full 
potential. We have a clear behaviour and anti-bullying policy which are both available on 
our website – http://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/. The school has a zero tolerance 
approach to bullying. The school has a small SEMH team who work to support families and 
children with their emotional, mental and social wellbeing. This includes a family support 
worker, key workers as well as accessing outside support from other professionals if 
necessary. A risk assessment will be completed to ensure the safety of everyone 
participating in a trip or visit. If necessary, the school may also put an individual risk 
assessment in place for an individual child on a day to day basis. The school uses the 
‘Jigsaw’ scheme to support Personal Social and Health Education (PSHE) and this is 
reinforced through our daily whole school assemblies. We are part of the Healthy Schools 
Program and have a Healthy Schools Champion. All staff have completed the Stage 1 Child 
Protection training and designated safeguarding leads throughout the school have 
completed Stage 3 training. All Learning Support Assistants and support staff have a 
current first aid certificate and there is a Lead First Aider who has been trained to a higher 
level. A health care plan will be written with parents for those children who need to take 
medicine during the school day or those children who require additional support with 
personal care. Only staff who have undertaken the ‘administration of medicines’ training, 
are permitted to administer medicine to children and there are clear procedures for storing 
and administering medicine. 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about supporting the emotional, mental 
and social development of disabled children and young people and those with SEN (this 
should include extra pastoral support arrangements for listening to the views of pupils and 
students with SEN and measures to prevent bullying).’ 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(j): how the emotional, mental and social development of 
children and young people with special educational needs or a disability will be supported 
and improved. 
 

 
What happens if a child or young person needs specialist equipment, services or 
support? 
 



The school distributes its resources according to priorities for supporting the different needs 
within the school. If a child has a specific SEN, it may be the case that school applies for 
high needs block funding (top-up), which may provide some additional funding from the 
Local Authority to support the child at school. This funding will be used to provide additional 
resources that are appropriate for that child. If a child is thought to need specialist 
equipment, services or support then a referral will be made by the school to the appropriate 
outside agency. If the support required is more complex this may result in an Education 
Health and Care Plan being drawn up. 
 
 What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Arrangements providers have for securing the 
services, provision and equipment required by children and young people with SEN or 
disabilities. 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.35: ‘The information must also include information about 
the arrangements for the admission of disabled pupils, the steps taken to prevent disabled 
pupils from being treated less favourably than other pupils…’ 
 

 
How will I know if my child is doing well in school? 
 
Parents are informed of the progress their child is making through parents’ evenings, 
meetings and school reports. Where a class teacher has concerns about a child’s progress, 
the parents will be informed and in the first instance some extra targeted support in class 
may be provided and summarised using a one page profile. Where progress continues to 
be limited more individualised support may be provided. All individual and small group 
support plans are written by the class teacher in conjunction with the teaching assistant. 
Targets and programmes of work are planned around discussions with the parents and the 
child so that they match the specific needs of the individual child. These are reviewed by 
the pupil as well as school staff. We strongly encourage parents to discuss any questions or 
concerns they have about their own child.   
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about assessing and reviewing pupils’ and 
students’ progress towards outcomes, including how providers work with parents and young 
people in doing so. 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(d): ‘How the progress towards any of the outcomes identified 
for children and young people with special educational needs will be assessed and 
reviewed, including information about how those children, their parents and young people 
will take part in any assessment and review.’ 
 

 
Do you have ‘out of school’ or extra curricula activities children and young people 
can do? 
 
We provide a range of before and after school clubs which all children are encouraged to 
join. These range from sewing to homework to sports clubs and we have a good uptake of 
all children.  
 
What the legislation says… 



SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about activities that are available to 
disabled children and young people and those with SEN, including physical activities and 
extra-curricular activities.’ 
SEND Regulations 2014 5(g): ‘What activities (including physical activities) are available 
for children and young people with special educational needs or a disability in addition to 
the curriculum.’ 
 

 
How do you support children and young people with transition or ‘moving on’? 
 
Every child who joins the school in Reception is offered a home visit before they start the 
school. Children who join during the school year are invited to visit the school with their 
parents, before the child starts school. If the child has a particular special need or disability 
the SENDCO will liaise with the child’s previous setting in order to establish a smooth 
transition. Children who are moving on to Secondary school will have the opportunity to visit 
their new school. Transition meetings will also be held between school staff in order to 
ensure that any specific needs and requirements are communicated. St Ursula’s has a 
transition policy in place to aid transition from Reception to Year 1 and we receive the 
Bristol Transfer document from most Early Years settings meaning we already have 
information regarding our new Reception intake.  
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Arrangements providers have for supporting disabled 
children and young people and those with SEN in moving between phases of education 
and preparing for adulthood and independent living.’ 
Parent Carer feedback: ‘I want to know what schools are supposed to do to help when my 
child changes school.’ 
 

 
What should I do if I disagree with what you are doing and want to make a 
complaint? 
 
In the first instance we would encourage parents to talk to the class teacher or SENDCO to 
see if the issue can be resolved. However, St Ursula’s Academy does have a formal 
complaints procedure, a copy of which can be obtained from the school office. 
 
What the legislation says… 
SEND Code of Practice 4.7: ‘Comprehensive:…The Local Offer must include eligibility 
criteria for services where relevant and make it clear where to go for information, advice 
and support, as well as how to make complaints about provision or appeal against 
decisions.’ 
 

 
Who do I contact for more information? 
 
If you would like to apply for a place for your child at the school, please contact the Bristol 
City Council Admissions Department on 01179037694. Alyson Mitchard is the SENDCO 
and Clara White the Family Liaison and designated safeguarding lead. Ross Moody is the 
Headteacher and has responsibility for all aspects of the school, including provision for 
SEND pupils and also a designated safeguarding lead. Please feel free to contact the 



school office on 0117 962 2616 to arrange to speak to any of the above named people. The 
school’s SEND policy can be located on the school website: 
http://stursulasacademy.primary.eact.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/14/2017/07/SENDandLearning-Policy.pdf  
 

 
Where do I find out more about what there is for children and young people with 
SEND and their families in the local area? 
  
Findability is a website full of information for children and young people with special 
educational needs and disabilities (from birth to 25 years old) and their families. It is 
Bristol’s Local Offer and has information on:  
• Education – including nurseries, schools and colleges  
• Health services in Bristol  
• Short breaks, personal budgets and direct payments 
 • Local events and activities for children and young people with special educational needs 
and disabilities.  
 

http://stursulasacademy.primary.eact.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2017/07/SENDandLearning-Policy.pdf
http://stursulasacademy.primary.eact.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2017/07/SENDandLearning-Policy.pdf

