19th November 2018

Dear parents/carers,
Thank you to everyone who attended the reception parents’ phonics morning
this week. I hope you found it useful and informative.
The reception open morning for prospective new parents to St. Ursula’s was
also a success and this was largely due to the excellent speeches delivered
by our Head Boy and Head Girl. A huge thank you and well done to both
Bradley and Elsie!
Thank you also to everyone who donated money towards Friday’s Children
in Need Day. The children enjoyed dressing up for such a good cause and
many of them looked truly spotacular!

The meeting held with parents, David Moran (CEO), Stephen Luke (Regional
Education Director) and myself on the evening of 15th was well attended and

many valid and important points were made. There is a lot of work required
to improve the relationship between the school/E-ACT and parents and I look
forward to working with parents to ensure that this relationship does improve
and improves quickly. In the meantime, I sincerely thank everyone for the
commitment and passion they have for St. Ursula’s.

Kind regards,

Nicky Reynolds,
Deputy Headteacher

Text Messaging Service
We now have a new text messaging service which is called ‘Teachers 2
Parents’. This is another way that we can communicate and send messages
out instantly to all parents. You can also receive text messages through the
teachers 2 parent’s app, which is available to download through all smart
phones, you will need to search ‘teachers2parents’.

Coats
Could all parents/carers please ensure children's coats are named? There
has been an increase of unnamed coats in lost property. Also, some
children are coming to school without coats and as the weather gets colder it
becomes even more important that children come to school with the
appropriate clothing.

Healthy snacks at Break-time

A reminder that our break time snacks can include fruit, raw veg or a low
sugar cereal bar. Too much sugar can lead to tooth decay and a start to an

unhealthy lifestyle. As a Healthy School in Bristol, we are always
encouraging and promoting our pupils to make better choices with their food
and eat more healthily. For information see our whole school policy
on https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/learning-with-us/healthy-schools/

Class News
Reception News so far…
Reception children came back to school this term ready to learn and excited
to share stories of Fireworks night and their holiday adventures. We enjoyed
describing the fireworks and worked together to explore different media and
materials to create our own firework skies. We have learnt about the Hindu
festival of Light Diwali and had a go at making Rangoli style patterns using
shape and colour, thinking about symmetry in our designs. Our interest in
Light and Dark led to thinking about the different animals that come out at
night. We shared the story of Owl Babies and enjoyed using it to support our
understanding of size and ordering in Maths. Our fascination with number
continues as we become really confident recognising numbers to 10 and
being able to tell ‘the story of a number’. In Phonics we have learnt new
sounds n, m, d, g, o, c, k and are beginning to be able to blend to read
simple words!
Last week we continued to enjoy exploring Light and Dark with an ongoing
interest in the Owl Babies but also, with great excitement, the ‘black out tent’.
The ‘Owl Babies’ were used for counting and finding out one more than
numbers to ten, and for some children numbers up to 20 too! Children
developed their creative and fine motor skills by independently making Owls
and nests. The children’s fascination in building was embraced by the
teachers by supporting children to write about their creations.
The ‘black out tent’ was a big hit, the children practised critical skills such as
sharing and taking turns, they problem solved ‘who’s next’ by making a list of
names and using a sand timer. The children enjoyed using torches to look at

Light and Dark books and a selection of shiny items in the ‘black out tent’.
Children’s interest in writing has been a focus this week with lots of practise
of using our phonic sounds to write about light and dark. We have been
learning about nocturnal animals and their habitats and exploring shadows,
making our own shadow puppets.
Thank you also to all the parents who managed to attend our ‘Phonics
Workshop’ it was a great success. The PowerPoint has been shared on the
school’s website.

Year One
We have been learning to measure mass and capacity. Children have
enjoyed weighing and measuring the capacity of items in the classroom
using cubes.
In English they have innovated the story of Jamela's birthday to include their
own characters and objects.
In Topic the children have been thinking about their favourite celebrations
and sharing their own experiences. In Science we have started looking at
plants and identifying evergreen and deciduous trees.

Year Two
Last week in Year 2 we have started reading our new text, Night Time Ninja.
We have become immersed with the text by completing a range of activities
including creating shadow puppets, drawing artwork of the main character on
the iPads and describing the ninja using thesauruses.
In Science we have started our new topic of Living Things and their Habitats.
After completing their half term homework, the children have some fantastic
ideas and we are very impressed by their artwork and research. This week
we will to consider how we know that something is alive and discuss the life
processes.

Year Three
Last week in Literacy we looked at inventing a new story based on the book
King Midus and the Golden Touch. They children thoroughly enjoyed rewriting the story. The stories they created were fantastic!
In Maths, we have started to use column addition when adding and
subtracting. The children have taken to it like ducks to water!
We are starting to get ready for the Christmas fair in DT - very exciting
times!

Year Four
Last week in maths, we have been working on addition, including adding and
exchanging. We can show this using place value counters and the column
method.
In English, we've produced an innovated piece based on The Pied Piper of
Hamelin.
In science, we are beginning to learn about the human body. We've started
by looking at the different food categories, and we designed our own meal,
incorporating the different food groups using the correct proportions. Maybe
we could help out with the cooking at home!

Year Five
Year 5 have been continuing with addition and subtraction in maths. We
have moved onto the column addition with up to 6 figures.
In English we have written our stories based on the day of the dead using
parenthesis and figurative language.
In art we have explored Frida Kahlo's portraits using guidelines to help with
proportion.

Year Six
Year 6 have been inventing their version of ‘Momo and Mombe’ (a Moral
story) to include characters and settings from the Ancient Mayan times.
In maths we have focussed on long multiplication and short division.
The rest of our week had included light investigations in Science; Spanish
lessons with Madame Bunce and using a timeline to organise key events
from Ancient Mayan times into chronological order in our History lessons.

December Key Dates
Monday 3rd December
Tuesday 4th December
Wednesday 5th December
th

Thursday 6 December

Friday 7th December
Saturday 8th December
Monday 10th December

Tuesday 11th December
Wednesday 12th December
Thursday 13th December
Friday 14th December
Monday 17th December

Tuesday 18th December

Wednesday 19th December
Friday 21st December

All day – Flu Jabs
9: Violin Assembly Y4, Y5 and Y6
All day – Flu Jabs
1-2.15: 1MT Trip to ‘Through the
Keyhole’
Morning: Choir at St. Georges
2.05-3.20: 1EC Trip to ‘Through the
Keyhole’
6pm: Reception open evening
9.15: Reception open morning
1-2.15: 1SM Trip to ‘Through the
Keyhole’
1.00-4.00: Christmas Fayre
1.30 – 3.30 Choir at Westbury Village
2.00: Christmas Performance by the Panto
Club
6.00: Christmas Performance by the Panto
Club
2.00: EYFS Christmas Nativity
Performance
2.00: EYFS Christmas Nativity
Performance
Afternoon: EYFS, Y1 and Y2 Christmas
Panto at the Hippodrome
Afternoon: Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 Christmas
Panto at the Hippodrome
EYFS Nativity to school
9.30: EYFS, Y1 and Y2 Carol concert at
St. Peters
11.00: Y3 and Y4 Carol concert at St.
Peters
2.00: Y5 and Y6 Carol concert at St.
Peters
Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper
day
Last day of Term

LEGO DONATIONS WANTED

Josie is looking for lego for her club, any donations are welcome.

Thank You

Josie is looking for any donations of the following items:
GAMES
TOYS
PUZZLES
BEAN BAGS
CUSHIONS

any donations will be greatly appreciated

