26th November 2018
Dear Parents/Carers,
Over this term we have increased the numbers of staff who have received first
aid training. The first aid training received has included the full 3-day first aid
course, administering medicines training and epi-pen training. Breakfast club
and after school staff have also been involved with this training. We will be
training even more members of staff as the year progresses. We are currently
reviewing our school first aid procedures and had a staff meeting on
Wednesday to discuss this with another meeting planned for this Thursday for
those members of staff unable to attend the last meeting. It is my aim to ensure
that all members of staff are informed and clear on the school’s first aid
procedures.

Also discussed this week with staff was the school’s behaviour guidance with
the view to refreshing it in order to improve clarity for pupils, parents and
staff. An updated version of the behaviour guidance has been uploaded to the
school website and can be found here.

There are quite a few letters going home at the moment so please keep a look
out for these in your child’s bag and return any permission slips as soon as you
can. Any difficulties or questions related to trips please speak to the class
teacher or to Charlotte Mascilo in the school office. Thank you also to any

parents that have offered to help on visits. Unfortunately, we cannot
accommodate all of you so please don’t assume you are coming unless the
office informs you. Thank you for your understanding.

The school fayre is fast approaching! Read on to see donation requests from
the PTFA.
The school fayre is on the 8th of December and sounds far too good to be
missed! A huge thank you to the PTFA for having the energy and drive to
organise this.
Kind regards,
Nicky Reynolds,
Deputy Headteacher

Note to Parents/ Carers from the AAG
A few of you have highlighted recently that you don’t know a lot about the
academy Ambassadors Group or what we do.
The academy ambassadors’ group is an advisory group made up of parents
and interested members of the local community, which is responsible for
advising the school on matters relating to communication, community,
concerns/complaints and celebrating success.
We meet termly with the head and deputy head, and regional E-ACT
management where necessary, to discuss ongoing projects and issues in
relating to our four areas of responsibility. More detail about the group and our
role is available on the school website here: https://stursulasacademy.eact.org.uk/about/our-ambassadorial-advisory-group/.
Our Ambassadorial Advisory Group - St Ursula's E-ACT Primary Academy
stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk
Our Ambassadorial Advisory Group is made up of people who share a great
passion for our academy. Led by a chairperson, AAGs meet once per term,
and will have at least two parent ambassadors elected to the group.

We are currently a small group but we have been delighted to receive several
expressions of interest in joining the group recently. In the light of these we’ve
started a conversation with E-ACT about the role of the AAG and how we can
best set ourselves up to deliver on its aims. We hope to be in touch in the New
Year with more information about membership so please do watch this space.

Staff News
Rebekah Brown is returning to teach in year 4 this week. The children and staff
are delighted to have her back again. She has been missed hugely by
everyone. During her absence Rebekah was involved in singing on a song to
raise money for Southmead Hospital Charity. The song is currently available via
pre-order for 99p on iTunes, Amazon, and on Spotify. On November 30 it will
be released as a download across all download sites including Google
Play. Money raised through downloads will help support patients and fund
medical research and new equipment at North Bristol NHS Trust. The video
and other information can be found at: www.southmeadhospitalcharity.org.uk/song
This video will be shared with children in Monday’s assemblies.
A huge thank you to Ms Stobbart who taught for several weeks in Rebekah’s
absence.
The Early Years Team will have a new member of staff joining them from this
Wednesday (28th November). Ms Anna Keith, an experienced early years
practitioner, will be replacing Alyson Mitchard who worked in Paddington class
on a Thursday afternoon and all day Friday. It was decided that the school
would benefit from having Mrs. Mitchard work full-time as the school’s Special
Educational Needs Coordinator.

Sports News
At the regional cross-country finals on Saturday morning, Louis Watts came 2nd
and Tommy Scannel came 4th out of all the schools in Bristol and South Glos.
Sophia, Tilly and Maya from year 5 and 6 came within the top 20 in their races.

A huge well done to them and a huge thank you to our P.E. coach Oliver Philip
for all his hard work and dedication.
“They all represented the school very well; it was a pleasure to be there and
see them all do well!” Mr. Philip.

Medical Needs
Medical Conditions
Please can you inform the school straight away if your child develops a long
term or complex medical condition. It is important that as a school we are aware
so we can support your child.
This can be achieved by coming to the school office to collect a Medical Health
Questionnaire so an Individual Health Care Plan (IHCP) can be written. Once
you have returned the questionnaire the ICHP lead will be in contact to ensure
we have all the information which will then be circulated to the correct staff.
If your child has an existing medical condition we are already aware of, please
can you ensure that you let the school know of any changes to their condition
and the support they require. It is important we are kept updated.
Medication
Medication should only be given at school if it is essential, that it would be
detrimental to the pupil’s health if they did not have it during the day. Where
possible, medicines should be taken at home, before and after school.
If your child does require medicine to be given during the school day then
parents need to inform the school and complete a Parents Agreement form
giving written permission. These agreement forms can be collected from the
school office.
All medicines supplied to school must be provided in the original container as
dispensed by the pharmacist and include the prescriber’s instructions for
administration.

Hippodrome Pantomine Trip
We have already had lots of interest in parents wanting to help with panto this
year, so thank you very much. The sign-up sheets will be outside the office until
5th December morning. Charlotte from the office will contact you if we would
like you to help on either Thursday 6th or Friday 7thDecember. This will be
based on the needs of individual children, the ratio of staff to pupil, or if you
have an E-ACT DBS. We appreciate your help and time and appreciate
everyone wanting to help. If you have any questions please
email receptionURS@e-act.org.uk.
On the days of the panto, children will need to bring a packed lunch. Children
will be having the lunch before they go on the coach to the Hippodrome.
Children are allowed to bring 1 snack and a bottle of water for the
interval. Please send any spending money as they won’t have an opportunity to
spend it.
As this isn’t an educational trip, payment is required. All payments need to be
made via parent pay. If you have any issues with logging into parent pay or
need a letter to pay via pay point, please email the receptionURS@eact.org.uk and we can help you. All payments need to be made for your child to
go on the trip.

Class News
Reception
Early Years have continued to explore light and dark this week. We all shared
the story ‘How to Catch a Star’ and spent time inventing ways to help the boy in
the story, catch a star. We used junk modelling and construction toys to make
rockets, tall trees and fishing rods, and stretched their literacy skills further by
writing their ideas down. All the children came up with very creative ideas from
bouncing on a huge trampoline to flying a magic unicorn! In art the children the
studied Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’, they discussed the theme they thought the
artist was trying to explore and then we discussed what tools the artist may
have used and what sort of marks he made. The children then made their own
‘Starry’ pictures.

The children enjoyed deepening their knowledge and understanding of Maths

daily, by exploring different ways to make 10 using ten frames to help. We also
explored the concept of ‘one more’ and after introducing the ‘Whatever Next’
book the children helped the toys have a Teddy Bear’s’ Picnic using their ‘one
more’ knowledge to solve problems. This mastery of number will support their
future learning in maths throughout their school career.

It was the children’s first trip to forest school this week. The children listening
attentively to the new ‘Rules of the Forest’ and followed them well. They
enjoyed exploring their new learning environment and some even made ‘forest
crowns’ to take home.

Year One
In Year One we have been learning about money this week. Children have
learnt to recognise coins and notes and have started to count in 2's 5's and 10's
to count their money.
In English we've enjoyed acting out and writing verbs, and learning to spell the
days of the week.
The children also enjoyed learning about Diwali.

Year Two
In Year 2 this week we have been looking at column addition and subtraction,
as well as gaps from Year 1. We have started imitating ‘Nighttime Ninja’
by making imaginative changes to the story. In Science, the children have been
looking at the difference between living, dead and non-living things. They've
been finding similarities and differences between them. In RE the children have
been looking at how Christians celebrate Christmas. In Geography the children
have been learning about how a key can support a map reader when looking at
a map. Children have applied this skill when making their own maps.

Year Three
Last week in Literacy we looked at the features of instructional writing. The
children looked at what a bad one looks like (WABOLL) and correctly identified
many mistakes! The children had a go at writing a good instructional text using
their instruction writing toolkit and proved that they know what a good one looks
like (WAGOLL).
A very big thank you to the parent helpers who came in to our DT lessons to
help with making our Christmas decorations. The children cut out their designs
using templates and felt and they look great! Next week the
sewing begins! Looks like some beautiful festive decorations will be ready to
sell at the Christmas fair on the 8th December.

Year Four
Year 4 have been writing up our invented narratives based on traditional folk
tales. We've used lots of resources to help us effectively edit our work.
In Maths, we've started subtracting with exchanging. We know that ten
ones is equivalent to one ten, that ten tens is equivalent to one hundred, and
that ten hundreds is equivalent to one thousand and we use this knowledge
when we subtract.
In geography, we have also been working on identifying countries within
Europe. Completing our homework correctly will help us with next week's
English work, when we will start producing persuasive travel writing, using facts
from our chosen European country.

Year Five
This week in year 5 we have been researching tourist hotspots in Mexico to
produce some travel leaflets. We have looked at several fascinating places
including 'La Casa Azuel,' where Frida Kahlo lived, the step pyramids and the
resort of Cancun. In Maths, we have been using rounding to help approximate
addition and subtraction.
In art and DT we have been designing Frida Kahlo style headbands to sell at
the Christmas Fayre and part of the homework is to source any old items we
could use to decorate these!
Next week in art we will be painting on canvases with acrylic paint. If children
could possibly bring in old shirts this would be great.

Year 6
We have worked really hard this week in year 6 with our mock SATs. But we
still made time to develop our craft skills by creating paper mache Maya
masks.
We want to say a big well done to all our year 6's - keep up the great work!

Message from PTFA
🎅 Christmas fayre! Less than 3 weeks to go!! 🎅
Please start collecting or adding to your shopping trolley... Not to bring in yet.
1 - soft toys for the soft toy tombola. Must be clean and unbroken. Soft toys only
please.
2 - bottles for bottle hoopla. Bottles of any type but a cheeky alcoholic one to
get the punters to play most appreciated!
3 - books to sell on the book stall. Good condition only please! Can be any
type.
4 - fill a jar. Find a jar, fill it with party bag delights, tiny toys, craft bits. Decorate
if you wish. We sell for £1.

5 - tombola or raffle donations. Please please please! And no one return the
freaky porcelain clown please! Unused items or toiletries, chocs, unwanted
gifts. Or if you can't make the day, buy something for us to raffle off?
6 - we will be giving some examples of sweets to be made. Are you able to help
make? Come up with your own?
7 - the ever popular cake stall! Small cakes, big cakes or Christmas
themed. Home made or shop bought. Or maybe a savoury option... Previous
sausage rolls have sold very quickly! Usually by the morning set up volunteers!

Please keep an eye out for any other pleas of help. Any questions, just ask!

And don't forget to find your class rep to volunteer, including any face painters.

Thank you!
The PTFA

December Key Dates
Monday 3rd December

All day – Flu Vaccinations
9.05: Violin Assembly Y4, Y5 and Y6
All day – Flu Vaccinations

Tuesday 4th December

Wednesday
5th December

1-2.15: 1MT Trip to ‘Through the Keyhole’
Morning: Choir at St. Georges

2.05-3.20: 1EC Trip to ‘Through the Keyhole’
Thursday 6th December
6pm: Reception open evening
9.15: Reception open morning
Friday 7th December

1-2.15: 1SM Trip to ‘Through the Keyhole’

Saturday 8th December 1.00-4.00: Christmas Fayre
1.30 – 3.30 Choir at Westbury Village
Monday 10th December 2.00: Christmas Performance by the Panto Club
6.00: Christmas Performance by the Panto Club
Tuesday 11th December 2.00: EYFS Christmas Nativity Performance
Wednesday
12th December

2.00: EYFS Christmas Nativity Performance

Thursday
13th December

Afternoon: EYFS, Y1 and Y2 Christmas Panto at the
Hippodrome

Friday 14th December

Afternoon: Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 Christmas Panto at the
Hippodrome
9.30: EYFS, Y1 and Y2 Carol concert at St. Peters

Tuesday 18th December 11.00: Y3 and Y4 Carol concert at St. Peters
2.00: Y5 and Y6 Carol concert at St. Peters
Wednesday
19th December

Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day

Friday 21st December

Last day of Term

Community choir aim for download chart success with song
celebrating the NHS!

A song celebrating the NHS in its 70th year has been released in the charts by
a Bristol choir to raise money for their local hospital this Christmas.
‘We Are The Same Inside’ by ‘Melody Makers Choir and Horfield Primary
School Choir for the NHS’ is available to download on all digital download
sites as a pre-order from November 19 and fully available to download from
November 30.
Money raised from downloads will be donated to Southmead Hospital Charity to
support patients and fund medical research and new equipment at North Bristol
NHS Trust.
The 80 strong-choir is made up of people from communities surrounding
Southmead Hospital, including many former patients, NHS staff as well as
children from Horfield C of E Primary School.
Lead vocalists are Sarah Villaraus, Rebekah Brown and 11-year-old Nathan
Hughes, now a pupil at Colston’s School.
Composed and written by Melody Makers Choir leader, Natalie Veal with lyric
support from choir member Natalie Sital-Singh, ‘We Are The Same Inside’
captures the ethos of an inclusive and dedicated health service.
Natalie Veal, a choir leader from Henleaze, said she wanted to bring together
her love of music with her gratitude for the NHS.
She said: “Every member of the choir - the musicians, the children of Horfield
Primary School and myself - have put a lot of love into this song; it’s our way of
thanking the hospital staff and giving back to our community.
“In writing the song we really thought about what the NHS means to us and the
work that NHS staff do.
“We are all hugely excited about the fundraising this will bring to the charity and
I’m so proud of the choir’s achievement and their infectious enthusiasm
throughout this project.

“We’ve loved singing with the children, who’ve added a sprinkle of magic to our
song.”
Melody Makers have been regular and popular performers at Southmead
Hospital Charity’s Great Brunel Buskathon events in the summer and at
Christmas.
This Christmas the charity is asking everyone to download the song for just
99p on iTunes or across other download sites to support the hospital, its
patients and help fund projects that improve the NHS for future generations.
Adrian Brown, corporate and community manager for Southmead Hospital
Charity, said: “When Natalie approached us with the idea of releasing a song to
raise money we were delighted – it is a unique, creative and inspired way to
fundraise and we are so grateful for the time and efforts that everyone involved
has dedicated to it.
“The message in the song is a powerful one that really conveys the strength of
feeling that people have for the NHS and for its staff.
“We hope everyone in Bristol, and beyond, will download the song this
Christmas to celebrate our NHS – it’s a small thing but it can make a big
difference to healthcare now and in the future.”
Find out more about the song and watch the video
at www.southmeadhospitalcharity.org.uk/song
Download on iTunes or listen on Spotify.

We Are The Same Inside was recorded at St George’s Bristol, BIMM (British
and Irish Modern Music Institute) and Invada studios in Bristol. It was produced
by Guy Britton, with Natalie Veal on piano, Toby Partridge on drums, guitars by
Alex Rudhall and bass guitar by Ed Holland.
Notes to editor: For more information, files or interviews
contact Aleisha Foreman, Communications Manager, Southmead Hospital
Charity, on 0117 4143948 or email
aleisha.foreman@southmeadhospitalcharity.org.uk

LEGO DONATIONS WANTED
Josie is looking for lego for her club, any donations are welcome.
Thank You
Josie is looking for any donations of the following items:
GAMES
TOYS
PUZZLES
BEAN BAGS
CUSHIONS
any donations will be greatly appreciated

