
Phonics Workshop



Letters and sounds
● We follow a programme called ‘Letters and Sounds’. It is divided 

into 6 phases. We focus on phases 2-4, revising phase 1 as appropriate.

● Phase 1 focuses on listening skills, teaching children to differentiate between sounds in 
words, for example to understand rhyme and alliteration, and would have been covered 
at Nursery/Pre School.

● Phase 2 onwards focuses on teaching the individual sounds, followed by strategies 
children need to help them read and write.

● We use a combination of Read, Write Inc rhymes to help children with letter formation 
alongside the Letters and Sounds framework.

● The following links have a range of games and activities you could use to support your 
child in learning these sounds: http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk


Teaching the Sounds

It is really important that the children learn the ‘pure’ sound that each letter makes. 
This will make reading and writing much easier. For example: 

‘sssssss’ not ‘suh’, ‘mmmmmm’ not ‘muh’, ‘fffffff’ not ‘fuh’

This video demonstrates how to annunciate each phoneme correctly.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

The sounds are NOT taught in alphabetical order but in sets 
that can be quickly used to make a number of words that 
children can read and write. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


Structure of a Phonics Session

● We specifically teach Phonics 4 times a week in groups of about 15 children. 
Each session is about 20 minutes long.

● In addition to this, activities are available in the classroom and outside that 
will consolidate this teaching and allow the children to use and apply their 
developing phonological awareness independently, through both reading and 
writing.

During each phonics session we will:

● revise sounds learnt previously
● learn a new sound and perhaps a tricky word
● Practise using this sound/ word in a reading and/ or writing game



Key Vocabulary

When your child has been learning phonics for a few weeks, they will probably 
come home telling you all about digraphs, graphemes, phonemes and tricky 
words. 

● Phoneme- the smallest unit of sound in a word
● Grapheme- the letter(s) that represent a phoneme
● Digraph- two letters which make one sound eg ck, th, sh, th, ng
● Trigraph- three letters which make one sound eg igh, air, ear
● Segmenting- breaking down the sounds in words
● Blending- putting the sounds together to make a word

They need to be able to segment and blend in order to read and write.



Tricky Words

Your child will also be learning ‘tricky words’ or ‘remembering words’- words that 
can not be sounded out and that they just have to remember.

The first ‘tricky words’ they have to learn are: I, to, go, no, the

We teach these words during phonics sessions and provide opportunities for them 
to practise recalling these words throughout the day, it is just a case of practise 
practise practise!



Reading… should be fun!
● We share stories with the children daily and foster a love of reading alongside 

teaching the mechanics of it.
● Reading is so much more than simply ‘decoding’ words- comprehension is 

key!  Non-fiction Fiction
● Some children can comprehend a story they have had read to them before 

they can read, whilst other children find it hard to comprehend but are already 
able to decode words. 

● It is really important to support children’s comprehension of a story as well as 
using their phonics. Some of the ways we can do this are by: asking children 
to make predictions, inviting them to retell the story in their own words (for 
example by using the pictures), or by asking questions about the story. 

● Keep it fun! 



Sending books home
● We encourage children to change their books about once a week, but more 

frequently if they’d like to. 
● Try and share their book with them at least 3 times a week, every day if your 

child is ready for it, reading for about 10 minutes each time. 
● Find a time that works well for your family- at bedtime you may find your child 

is sometimes too tired to make it a productive session
● We want reading to be fun, if it feels like a chore for your child or they are 

finding something difficult then please let us know
● Please write briefly in their reading record how they have got on, when they 

have read 20 times, they move up a reading ‘karate band’.
● Please make sure your child has their reading record and book in their book 

bag at school every day, as we will write in it when we read with them at 
school.



How can you help at home?
● Bedtime stories are really important and we would encourage you to share 

stories together daily if you can. If children are exposed to story language 
regularly they are more likely to use it in their writing as it is already well 
embedded

● Keep it fun! Reading and writing should be purposeful- for example, you could 
invite your child to help you write a shopping list, or to look for words or 
sounds they know in a menu at a cafe

● Support your child’s fine motor skills (to hold a pen properly and form letters 
accurately they need to have well developed hand muscles) - pegging 
washing on the line, pinching playdough, threading, or using their fingers to 
draw lines, circles, zig zags etc in steamed up windows will all help!



Any questions?
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