
 

 

  

 

 

Dear parents/carers, 

  

I was away at the beginning of the week in Birmingham where I had the chance 

to meet a range of leaders from primary and secondary schools across the 

whole of E-ACT.  It was fascinating to hear about the challenges they faced and 

how they were tackling these.  In the new year I hope to visit an Ofsted rated 

‘outstanding’ school with other members of staff to see for myself what makes 

them outstanding.  

  

Meanwhile at St. Ursula’s, we are making tweaks to existing systems or 

introducing procedures to ensure clarity for all members of staff.  The updated 

behaviour procedures begin this week (see website for more information) and 

any staff yet to be updated on first aid procedures will be spoken to 

today.  Reminders will also be issued regularly.  

  

I am now reviewing permissions for children walking down from the gate to the 

playground/classrooms.  It has been brought to my attention that some children 

are being dropped off in the morning at 8:30am and left to make their own way 

to classrooms/playground without adult supervision.  It may be the case that 

some parents have provided written consent for this to occur but as staff aren’t 

on duty until 8:40am a review I feel is necessary into this.  Additionally, at the 

end of the day, some parents have provided permission for children to walk to 

the gate or to walk home, again I will be reviewing this.  While it may be of 

benefit to parents/carers to drop off/pick up from the gate due to difficulties with 

parking or for other pertinent reasons, I feel it won’t necessarily be the best 



option for the child.  An update will be provided as soon as I can reasonably do 

so. 

  

The money raised for the BBC Children in Need Appeal has now been sent 

off.  A huge well done to all our pupils and a huge thank you to parents for 

raising the grand sum of £490.18. 

  

Christmas events are now starting to creep up on us all!  Reception children 

were busy last week (and will no doubt continue to be this week) practising their 

nativity and year 5 were busy making headbands for the Christmas fayre.  The 

Christmas Fayre is on Saturday (8th) and I’ve been informed it’s a huge success 

with the local community.  All donations for the fayre are extremely welcome 

(see the list from the PTFA below).  Donations can be placed at the start of the 

day on the table left in the hall (via the breakfast club entrance). 

  

Due to the Henleaze Christmas event this Wednesday (5th) resulting in several 

road closures there may be extra pressures on parking at pick-up time.  Careful 

consideration of local residents and the safety of children will need to be 

made.  I hope Wednesday’s pick-up won’t be too stressful for everyone. 

  

Please feel free to introduce yourself to me in the mornings or indeed at any of 

the upcoming Christmas events.  Until then, thank you again for your continued 

support. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Nicky Reynolds, 

Deputy Headteacher 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  



Messages 

  

Hi all, 

Charlotte Johnson (Year 6 Teacher) and Jillian Gorra (Acting Deputy Head) are 

the new E-Safety Team at St. Ursula’s E-ACT Academy. We are working hard 

this year to develop digital resilience, especially with our KS2 pupils. 

Throughout the school we will develop a charter for pupils and parents to sign. 

This will include rules and guidance for computer usage. We want all pupils to 

be safe online and are hoping we can have your support with this. 

Recently we have noticed that pupils are using social media. Below are the age 

restrictions for different social media sites. It is really important for you to check 

the age restriction and the privacy settings before your child joins. If you need 

any support with adjusting privacy settings or you would like further information 

about any social media site please come and see us.  

 

 

 

It is really important to have regular conversations with your children to ensure 

they know what to do to stay safe online. The NSPCC offer great guidance on 

how to start the conversation and how to stay safe online. Here are their top 3 

tips to start the conversation: 



1. Explore the sites and apps together and talk about any concerns. 

2. Ask your child if they know how to stay safe online. 

3. Talk about personal information and what to share online. 

Look out for our weekly top tips in the school bulletin. 

  

Charlotte and Jillian 

  

Message from Aspens 

  

It has been brought to my attention that over the course of this week, the quality 

and portion sizes of the hot school meals have not been adequate for the 

children at St Ursula’s. I would like to apologise for this; unfortunately, I have 

been off sick and as a result had to employ an agency chef to cook and run the 

lunch service in my absence who was not familiar with quantities or the menu. 

  

We have also recently employed several new kitchen staff. Please rest assured 

that I will take extra time next week to make sure that all staff are serving 

adequate portions to the children (including whole jacket potatoes) and I will be 

cooking throughout the lunch service to ensure all children are offered the full 

menu throughout the entire lunch service. 

  

Thank you for your patience and understanding.  

  

Vickie Knight 

Aspens 

  

Message from the PTFA 

🎅� Christmas Fayre!  This weekend! �🎅 

  

Please bring the following items in and leave at the start of the day on the table 

in the school hall (enter via the breakfast club entrance – along from the office 

entrance): 

  

We are in need of: 

1 - soft toys for the soft toy tombola. Must be clean and unbroken. Soft toys only 

please. 



 

2 - bottles for bottle hoopla. Bottles of any type but a cheeky alcoholic one to 

get the punters to play most appreciated! 

 

3 - books to sell on the second hand book stall. Good condition only 

please!  Can be any type. 

 

4 - fill a jar. Find a jar, fill it with party bag delights, tiny toys, craft bits. Decorate 

if you wish. We sell for £1. 

 

5 - tombola or raffle donations. Please please please! And no one to return the 

freaky porcelain clown please! Unused items or toiletries, chocolates, unwanted 

gifts. Or if you can't make the day, buy something for us to raffle off?  Do you 

run a business?  Can you offer a voucher, treatment etc? 

 

6 – Homemade sweets that could be used as gifts.  For example, fudge, 

honeycomb.  There are further examples  on the FB Hub page, or get creative 

with Pinterest.  Don't worry about packaging, we will do. 

 

7  - the ever popular cake stall!  Small cakes, big cakes or Christmas 

themed.  Homemade or shop bought. Or maybe a savoury option... Previously 

sausage rolls have sold very quickly! Usually by the morning set up volunteers 

;-) 

 

We will need people power also - 

1 – Friday morning.  A few parents to take home the sweets and package 

prettily.  Maybe a few of you get together over a cuppa? 

2 – Friday after school. Moving items from the sheds into the school or 

decorating Christmas trees and the school. 

3 – Saturday morning.  Continue setting up and decorating. 

4 – Anyone who fancies decorating our fab grotto? 

5 – Volunteer for a stall via your class rep, or contact me. 

6 – Need year 6 pupils to run the 'no parents allowed, secret Santa room'! 

7 – FACE PAINTERS!!! 

8 – Please stay behind to help tidy up. 

 

The best thing you can do though, is come and have a great time, enjoy the day 



and get in the Christmas mood.  Get out those Christmas Jumpers, tinsel in 

your hair, flashy, festive earrings!  Let's make it a good one. 

  

  

Staff News 

  

Anna Keith, the new addition to the early years team spent her first Thursday 

afternoon and Friday 

in Paddington class last week and thoroughly enjoyed being at St. Ursula’s 

teaching some of our fantastic reception children. 

  

Rosemarie Stapenell, who currently works in year 4 as a teaching assistant and 

has worked with these children since 2014, will unfortunately be leaving us to 

work at Southmead Hospital.  Her last day will be Friday 

7th December.  Rosemarie will be missed by adults and children alike.  We wish 

her much happiness in her new job and hope she won’t forget us at St. 

Ursula’s! 

  

  

Hippodrome Pantomine Trip 

We have already had lots of interest in parents wanting to help with panto this 

year, so thank you very much. The sign-up sheets will be outside the office until 

5th December morning. Charlotte from the office will contact you if we would like 

you to help on either Thursday 6th or Friday 7thDecember. This will be based on 

the needs of individual children, the ratio of staff to pupil, or if you have an E-

ACT DBS. We appreciate your help and time and appreciate everyone wanting 

to help. If you have any questions please email receptionURS@e-act.org.uk. 

  

On the days of the panto, children will need to bring a packed lunch. Children 

will be having the lunch before they go on the coach to the Hippodrome. 

Children are allowed to bring 1 snack and a bottle of water for the interval. 

  

As this isn’t an educational trip, payment is required. All payments need to be 

made via parent pay. If you have any issues with logging into parent pay or 

need a letter to pay via pay point, please email the receptionURS@e-

act.org.uk and we can help you. All payments need to be made for your child to 

go on the trip.   



  

Permission Slips 

Please remember these go to the class teacher, not the office. They can also 

be posted into the black post box outside of the school office.  Thank you. 

 

History Club 

  

'The history club will be starting back on 14th January. Please contact Mr Swan 

if you would like to book your child to history club. All bookings and money will 

have to go directly to him' 

  

 

 



 

  

  



 

Class News 

Reception  

Last week we were busily practising for our Nativity Show, learning lines and 

songs and getting into the Christmas spirit. I’m sure you’ll all have had a little 

sneaky preview into the songs as children happily sing them. We have been 

very impressed with how quickly they have picked them up and the confidence 

that they speak their lines too! By now you should know what costume is 

needed for the show, please speak to your class teacher if unsure or you need 

any advice. The children were keen to make posters inviting you to come and 

watch their show using their phonic skills to sound out some long words and 

have a go at writing them too. 

In Forest School we enjoyed being more familiar with our woodland and finding 

out what grew there, identifying lots of plants, we even found some of the 

residents! T 

his week Elmer Class visited Abbeyfield residential home for the first time and 

enjoyed making new friends with some of the residents. 

Don’t forget to sign up for which Nativity performance you would like to come 

and watch with the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

Year One 

We’ve had an exciting week in year one. We have been learning how to tell the 

time in maths, focussing on o'clock and half past. 

In English we have been looking at non-chronological reports and identify the 

key features. We observed wildflowers and garden flowers in Science, and 

learnt about the Islamic celebration of Eid in RE. 



  

Year Two 

In Year 2 last week we continued our learning of addition and subtraction. 

We have been learning about subordinating and coordinating conjunctions and 

using the acronyms A WHITE BUS and FAN BOYS to help us learn them. 

We started our PSHE lessons where the children have been learning to 

celebrate differences and we found where nocturnal animals live, using a map 

in Geography. 

We also started our Art lessons for this term, researching different types of 

prints. This week the children will be using ink so if they could bring in an old T-

shirt to wear over their uniform that would be great. 

  

Year Three 

Year 3 have been focussing on instructions. As part of our learning 

on Egyptians we explored how to mummify a tomato! We then used this 

knowledge to write a set of instructions. 

In Science, we used our knowledge of light to create some shadow puppets. 

We will be finishing off this learning this week by practicing and performing our 

puppet shows to our peers. We will be thinking about what went well and how 

we could improve these. 

We would like to say THANK YOU again to the parents who have been in to 

help with our sewing in D&T. Please get in touch if you think you could spare 

any time to help this Wednesday, Thursday or Friday afternoon. 

  

Year Four               

Last week, Year 4 welcomed Miss Brown back to St Ursula's!  

In maths, we continued working on subtraction, including a new method called 

using 'equal difference'. 

In English, we learnt a new text about India, which we will be innovating this 

week to a fantasy setting. We'll be incorporating our researched information 

about our allocated European country into our writing in a couple of weeks, so 

any facts you can continue to build up at home will make the children's writing 

even richer!  

  

 

 



 

Year Five 

Year 5 have been working on multi-step addition and subtraction word problems 

and writing Mexican holiday leaflets in English. 

In RE, we looked at the Raksha Bandhi festival which focuses on family and 

love. The children designed bracelets they would give to someone they care 

about.  

In history the children learned about the physical features of Mexico and in art 

we looked at how Frida Kahlo used symbolism in her paintings, which led to 

children learning how to use acrylic paint on canvas boards. 

We will be moving onto painting on canvas in the next few weeks which the 

children are incredibly excited about! 

We will also be finishing off our headbands which will be available to purchase 

in all their glory at Christmas Fayre this coming Saturday. We hope to see you 

there! 

  

  

  

Year 6 

It's been another great week in year 6. In writing, we have been practising 

our use of colons, dashes and semi-colons in our news reports; we were 

excited to present these to each other on Friday afternoon.  

In maths, we used factor pairs in division and used our reasoning skills to 

explain when to use this method of division and why.   

  

  

  

  



 

  

  

  

December Key Dates 

Monday 3rd December 

  

All day – Flu Jabs 

9.05: Violin Assembly Y4, Y5 and Y6 

Tuesday 4th December 

All day – Flu Jabs 

1-2.15: 1MT Trip to ‘Through the 

Keyhole’ 

Wednesday 5th December 
Morning: Choir at St. Georges 

  

Thursday 6th December 

2.05-3.20: 1EC Trip to ‘Through the 

Keyhole’ 

6pm: Reception open evening 

Friday 7th December 

9.15: Reception open morning 

1-2.15: 1SM Trip to ‘Through the Keyhole’ 

  

Saturday 8th December 1.00-4.00: Christmas Fayre 

Monday 10th December 

1.30 – 3.30 Choir at Westbury Village 

2.00: Christmas Performance by the Panto 

Club 

6.00: Christmas Performance by the Panto 

Club 

Tuesday 11th December 
2.00: EYFS Christmas Nativity 

Performance 



Wednesday 12th December 
2.00: EYFS Christmas Nativity 

Performance 

Thursday 13th December 
Afternoon: EYFS, Y1 and Y2 Christmas 

Panto at the Hippodrome 

Friday 14th December 
Afternoon: Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 Christmas 

Panto at the Hippodrome 

Tuesday 18th December 

9.30: EYFS, Y1 and Y2 Carol concert at 

St. Peters 

11.00: Y3 and Y4 Carol concert at St. 

Peters 

2.00: Y5 and Y6 Carol concert at St. Peters 

Wednesday 19th December 
Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper 

day 

Friday 21st December Last day of Term 

  

   

                  

                                                 

  

News release                                            

                                    

Embargoed until: Monday 19 November 2018 00:01 

  

Community choir aim for download chart success with song  

celebrating the NHS  

  

A song celebrating the NHS in its 70th year has been released in the charts by a 

Bristol choir to raise money for their local hospital this Christmas.  

‘We Are The Same Inside’ by ‘Melody Makers Choir and Horfield Primary 

School Choir for the NHS’ is available to download on all digital download sites 

as a pre-order from November 19 and fully available to download from 

November 30. 

Money raised from downloads will be donated to Southmead Hospital Charity to 

support patients and fund medical research and new equipment at North Bristol 

NHS Trust. 

The 80 strong-choir is made up of people from communities surrounding 



Southmead Hospital, including many former patients, NHS staff as well as 

children from Horfield C of E Primary School. 

Lead vocalists are Sarah Villaraus, Rebekah Brown and 11-year-old Nathan 

Hughes, now a pupil at Colston’s School. 

Composed and written by Melody Makers Choir leader, Natalie Veal with lyric 

support from choir member Natalie Sital-Singh, ‘We Are The Same Inside’ 

captures the ethos of an inclusive and dedicated health service. 

Natalie Veal, a choir leader from Henleaze, said she wanted to bring together 

her love of music with her gratitude for the NHS. 

She said: “Every member of the choir - the musicians, the children of Horfield 

Primary School and myself - have put a lot of love into this song; it’s our way of 

thanking the hospital staff and giving back to our community. 

“In writing the song we really thought about what the NHS means to us and the 

work that NHS staff do. 

“We are all hugely excited about the fundraising this will bring to the charity and 

I’m so proud of the choir’s achievement and their infectious enthusiasm 

throughout this project. 

“We’ve loved singing with the children, who’ve added a sprinkle of magic to our 

song.” 

Melody Makers have been regular and popular performers at Southmead 

Hospital Charity’s Great Brunel Buskathon events in the summer and at 

Christmas. 

This Christmas the charity is asking everyone to download the song for just 99p 

on iTunes or across other download sites to support the hospital, its patients 

and help fund projects that improve the NHS for future generations. 

Adrian Brown, corporate and community manager for Southmead Hospital 

Charity, said: “When Natalie approached us with the idea of releasing a song to 

raise money we were delighted – it is a unique, creative and inspired way to 

fundraise and we are so grateful for the time and efforts that everyone involved 

has dedicated to it. 

“The message in the song is a powerful one that really conveys the strength of 

feeling that people have for the NHS and for its staff. 

“We hope everyone in Bristol, and beyond, will download the song this 

Christmas to celebrate our NHS – it’s a small thing but it can make a big 

difference to healthcare now and in the future.” 

Find out more about the song and watch the video 

at www.southmeadhospitalcharity.org.uk/song 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=e1d5547bd5&e=3c661ce282


 

Download on iTunes or listen on Spotify. 

  

We Are The Same Inside was recorded at St George’s Bristol, BIMM (British 

and Irish Modern Music Institute) and Invada studios in Bristol. It was produced 

by Guy Britton, with Natalie Veal on piano, Toby Partridge on drums, guitars by 

Alex Rudhall and bass guitar by Ed Holland.   

Notes to editor: For more information, files or interviews 

contact Aleisha Foreman, Communications Manager, 

Southmead Hospital Charity, on 0117 4143948 or email 

aleisha.foreman@southmeadhospitalcharity.org.uk 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

LEGO DONATIONS WANTED  

 

Josie is looking for lego for her club, any donations are welcome.  

 

Thank You  

 

Josie is looking for any donations of the following items:  

GAMES 

TOYS  

PUZZLES 

BEAN BAGS  

CUSHIONS  

 

any donations will be greatly appreciated  

mailto:Adrian.Brown@nbt.nhs.uk


 

  

 

 



  



  

 

 


