
 
 

 

  

 

 
 

Dear parents/carers, 

  

My week began with meeting the PTFA to discuss last minute preparations 

for the Xmas Fayre and then ended with coming along to enjoy it on 

Saturday.  The PTFA were in school for quite a bit of Friday evening and 

early on the Saturday morning making sure everything was ready in time for 

1pm.  Not only was everything ready but the PTFA made sure the school 

looked magical.  A huge thank you to the PTFA, the teachers and senior 

leadership team who showed up to help, to the children who made items to 

sell, to everyone who made donations and finally a huge thank you to 

everyone who turned up to support this event and contributed to its 

success.  It was absolutely brilliant!  

 

See the photo below of some of our staff who volunteered – left to right:  Ash 

Milum, year 6 teacher and phase lead; Ollie Philip, P.E. coach; Callum 

Telford, year 5 teacher; Claudia Marshall, year 5 teacher.  They look a treat 

in their Christmas head-bands! 

  

 

  



On Monday, the children who have been learning the violin with Helena 

Torpy performed to key stage 2 children (year 3-6) and staff as well as their 

parents.   They displayed a huge amount of skill and talent ranging from 

reading music, playing from memory and to even composing their own 

pieces.  It was very impressive indeed! 

  

Our school choir, directed by Patricia Greenhaigh and Deborah Bradford, 

performed on Wednesday evening at St. George’s Concert Hall.  They sang 

beautifully and were a huge credit to the school and to their families.  A huge 

well done to them and a huge thank you to Trish and Debbie. 

  

Start of the Day:  Please see the notes below in connection with the class 

reps meeting with Mr. Luke.  

 

At the moment reception, year one and year 2 children can go straight 

through to their classrooms from 8:40am.  

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 children go into school at 8:50 (earlier if weather 

conditions are poor) but they should not be on the grounds unsupervised 

before 8:40 as staff aren’t outside until 8:40am.  

 

It has also been noted that children are being dropped off before 8:40am at 

the school gate and left to walk in unsupervised.  No child should be 

walking to their classrooms or playground unsupervised. 

  

Should anyone arrive after 8:50 they must enter through the office.  Names 

of children arriving from 8:55am will be noted down by office staff.  This is to 

ensure that all children on site are accounted for as it can take several 

minutes for children to reach their classrooms.  However, any names 

recorded from 8:55am until 9:00am will not be marked as late (at this point in 

time).  Names recorded from 9:01am onwards will be marked in as 

late.  Please note that registers close at 9am and lessons start at 9am so 



arriving before 9am will ensure your child has a better start to their day. 

  

It has been brought to my attention that there are still parents/carers who still 

don’t know who I am or feel I am not visible enough.  Please note that my 

picture is on the school website and unless I am off site or in an urgent 

meeting I am the lady, normally wearing the cream coloured coat, walking 

around the bottom playground every morning.  The only morning, I tend not 

to be outside in the morning is a Friday as this is the one day I take my two 

younger children to school before dashing over to St. Ursula’s.  On Saturday, 

at the Christmas Fayre, I was fortunate in that I got to meet quite a few 

parents and residents.  This week I will be in year 6 parent meetings all day 

for two days and then out on Wednesday so unfortunately, I won’t be 

particularly visible this week.  From January, I will be holding termly meetings 

after school.  The first one will be after school on Thursday the 17th of 

January so hopefully these will be well attended.  

  

Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the 

office know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The 

office will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  

  

Kind regards, 

  

Nicky Reynolds, 

Deputy Headteacher 
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Messages 

  

Pantomime Trip 

  

If your child is attending the Cinderella pantomime trip, this needs to be paid 

for via Parent Pay – deadline is today, Monday 10th December. 

When we receive the payment, this is consent for your child/ren to attend, 

without this they will not be able to attend. If you have any problems signing 

in to Parent Pay, please contact the school office and they can help you. 

Please be aware that children should not be bringing spending money, as 

there will not be time to spend this. 

  

Class Rep Meeting 

  

Class Rep Notes – Friday 30th November 2018 

On Friday 30th November a number of Class Reps met with Mr Stephen 

Luke (Regional Education Director) to discuss the recent changes to the 

drop-off and pick-up process at St Ursula’s E-ACT. 

  

Mr Luke confirmed one of the key reasons for the changes were due to the 

start of the day being too lax with the old system allowing for a drift in of 

children each morning. This led to a poor start to the school day. The 

changes have in part, therefore, been made so that there is a sharper start to 

the day, teachers can start lessons in a timely manner and all school work 

can be completed in the school day. 

  

Mr Luke also explained that when setting the length of the school day we 

need to be mindful of the fact that teachers are only allowed to work a fixed 

amount of hours per year which is called ‘directed’ time. This time is not only 

for teaching but for the following: supervisory time, inset days, parent 

meetings, staff meetings, performance management and school trips. 



Teachers are legally not allowed to be ‘directed’ to do any work in addition to 

these hours. This limits the hours E-ACT can set for the length of the school 

day. 

  

In light of the above Mr Luke explained the academy need to review the 

length of the school day. A school can’t make any change to the school day 

without a consultation period and Mr Luke will therefore begin a 6-month 

consultation period in order to make any changes official. Consultation will 

start in the New Year and more information will be shared in due course. It is 

anticipated that the new time will become effective next September and any 

child not registered in school by 08:50 will be considered late. 

  

Mr Luke confirmed that the current 8:40 to 8:50 am playtime on the 

playground, for years 3 and 4, has been implemented to avoid any negative 

impact on those parents who traditionally dropped at the classroom at 08:40 

in order to get to local places of work. The children are supervised until 08:50 

by members of the SLT when they line up and enter the classrooms. 

  

The children are allowed to go straight in on ‘rainy’ days, (because the 

teachers are ‘directed’ to do so). This however then eats in to teacher’s 

annual directed hours. Interestingly other schools don’t do this and just let 

children get wet. 

  

Mr Luke talked very briefly about the end to the school day, and said that in a 

perfect world, to ease eating into ‘directed’ hours, all years would finish at 

3:20pm. However, this was historically staggered to appease local residents 

when the planning application for the new school was put through. It was 

thought that the staggered end to the day would ease congestion on the 

local roads. 

  

Mr Luke left the meeting and our further discussion was to gather a list of 



suggestions that can be discussed in the consultation in the New Year. 

  

A list of suggestions by year group has been collated and the group will 

explore the possibility of these as part of the Consultation process on the 

new school day times. 

  

One of the suggestions raised to accommodate those parents and carers 

who needed to head off for work was to discuss the potential implementation 

of an option to pay a reduced fee for “short use” of the breakfast club e.g. £1 

per child from 08:30. Mr Luke and Mrs Reynolds have already agreed in 

principle to this suggestion, however, staffing of such a short window will be 

an issue that has to be overcome. 

  

The next meeting has been scheduled for 09:00am on Friday 14th 

December. 

  

  

AAG 

  

Academy Ambassador Group - New Email  

  

The Academy Ambassador Group (AAG) now have an email account which 

can be used to contact the Group directly by parents: 

  

aag.stursulas@e-act.org.uk 

  

As a reminder the remit of the AAG is to act as an advisory body on 4 key 

areas: Communication, Community, Celebration and Concerns 

  

For more information on the AAG please see the website: 



https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/about/our-ambassadorial-advisory-

group/  

  

Our Ambassadorial Advisory Group - St Ursula's E-ACT Primary 
Academy 
stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk 
Our Ambassadorial Advisory Group is made up of people who 
share a great passion for our academy. Led by a chairperson, 
AAGs meet once per term, and will have at least two parent 
ambassadors elected to the group. 

  

Class News 

  

Reception 

  

We have been so impressed with how the children have taken on the 

challenge of learning the nativity, there is a lot for them to remember, songs, 

lines, places to sit and stand. It’s been a busy week practising for the shows. 

We look forward to showing you this week. 

In phonics we have learnt ‘b’ and ‘f’ and tricky word ‘I’. 

  

In maths we have learning to name and describe 2D and 3D shapes, by 

helping Santa’s elves wrap and sort presents for his workshop. 

  

  

Year One 

  

We have had an exciting week in Year One. We visited 'Christmas through 

the Keyhole' at Redland Education Centre. We went to all the places that 

Mary and Joseph went in the Nativity story and even saw the baby in the 

stable. We got to decorate keyhole cookies too!  

  

In Maths we have been learning how to use whole part models and number 

sentences to record addition, whilst in English we have been busy inventing 

reports about birthdays. We loved thinking up ideas for different types of 



parties and also enjoyed presenting our reports to the class. 

  

In RE we have been learning about the Jewish celebration of Hannukah. 

  

 

Year Two 

 

Last week in Year 2 we introduced a new instruction text for English called 

How To Look After A Badger. The children did a fantastic job coming up with 

actions to retell the original text before writing it. This week we are innovating 

the set of instructions. 

In Maths we have been learning about measure. The children have been 

practically measuring objects in the classroom, comparing and ordering 

lengths and using them to complete calculations. 

Thank you for bringing in wellies for Science and old clothing for Art. The 

children had a brilliant time finding and discussing microhabitats in the forest 

school as part of their Science lesson. 

In Art the children learnt about a range of printing techniques and applied 

these to create some amazing pieces of printed artwork. 

 

Year Three 

  

In Year 3 we have been learning about the features of playscript writing. The 

play we are studying is the famous Egyptian story “Glint of Gold” which has 

inspired us to write our own scripts with stage directions. 

  

We all thoroughly enjoyed our DT lessons this term with our sewing of 

decorations.  Our Xmas decorations look fantastic for sale at the Xmas fayre. 

  

Thank you to Miss Quinn and all the parent helpers for their ongoing support 

in Year 3.  



  

Year Four 

  

In Year 4 last week, we innovated our own fantasy countries in English! We 

used determiners, prepositions and a wide range of sentence types to 

support our persuasive writing.  

  

In maths, we've been doing a lot of work on word problems, which include 

both addition and subtraction equations. 

  

We've built amazing bridges this week in DT, and we've researched our 

countries in more depth ready for our big write on our European country next 

week.  

  

Year Five 

  

This week in Year 5 we have been looking at adding and subtracting 

decimals in Maths to extend our knowledge of using column addition and 

subtraction. 

  

In English we have started to look at Aztec myths and have focused on The 

Hero Twins. 

  

All of the children have done amazingly well making their head dresses for 

the Christmas fair – everyone was amazed by them! 

  

Year Six 

  

In English, Year 6 invented a report about a flood. Children applied their 

sophisticated punctuation within their publishing. We then focussed on how 

to use active and passive voice.  



  

Within maths we focused on comparing, adding, subtracting and simplifying 

fractions.  

  

Well done for a great week of focus Year 6!  

  

  

Staff News 

  

On Friday (7th) we had a whole school assembly to say goodbye to 

Rosemarie Stapenell who had worked in St. Ursula’s for 4 years.  She will be 

missed hugely by both staff and children.  We wish her much happiness in 

her new job at Southmead Hospital. 

  

During this assembly we also sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to our wonderful 

caretaker, John Todd.  It was a ‘big’ birthday for John on Friday.  Let’s just 

say his age now ends with a ‘0’! 

John always goes over and beyond and it was brilliant to spoil him.  

  

There was a tea party after work in the staffroom for both these fabulous 

people. 

 

Messages 

  

Early Years Outside Area 

  

Dear Parents, 

  

Please can you make sure that your children do not play with any of the 

Early Years resources, including the bikes and anything in the shed. The 

resources have been set up specifically for the children's learning and we are 



often finding that the resources have been moved and left out across the 

playground and are getting lost and damaged. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

 

The Early Years Team 

  

Christmas Dinner and Jumper Day 

  

On 19th December, we will be having our Christmas dinner and Christmas 

Jumper Day! Letters for the Christmas dinner went out last week, if you have 

still not received one please come to the office. Letters to go back to the 

class teacher by Wednesday 12th December, this is to give the kitchen the 

correct numbers. There is no salad bar available that day, so it is only hot 

dinners or you will need to provide a packed lunch for your child. 

  

If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 they are entitled to Universal 

Free School Meals so no payment is required, but we still need the slips 

handed in to the teachers for kitchen numbers. If there are any questions, 

please contact the office. 

  

Medication 

  

Medication (including calpol) shouldn’t be kept in your child’s school bag, it 

must be handed into the office. 

  

  

 

 

 



 

E-Safety Week 2 

  

This week we chose to focus on online gaming. This is something that our 

pupils enjoy but there are times they are playing games that aren’t 

appropriate for their age. It is really important that you look at the age rating 

and the reasons why it has been rated that. Games also provide a interactive 

element which gives you an idea about who they can interact with, if they 

can share their location and if unrestricted internet access is provided. Below 

we have given a quick guide and if you follow the link you can find out more 

information about game ratings. 

  

Online Gaming: 

Online gaming allows people to play games in real time with other players all 

over the world with just an internet connection. Online games can offer a 

world of adventure, but it’s important to understand how children can stay 

safe and what games are appropriate for their age. 

What do I need to know about online gaming?  

1. You need to know that the computer games your child is playing are 

appropriate for their age. Games have an age rating on the box or on 

the website that they are downloaded from.  

2. Not everyone online is who they say they are. Children should avoid 

giving out personal details that could identify them or their location. 

Ask who they play with online, who they meet and talk to, and what 

kind of language is being used in live chat (usually via headphones). 

Gaming sites often have ways of reporting abusive chat and excluding 

anti-social players. Make sure your child knows how to do this.  

3. Some games encourage players to buy extra elements during the 

game – children have been known to run up large bills without 

realising. Check the settings on your computer, tablet or smartphone.  



Check out the rating on the computer games your children are playing. 
 
  
https://www.esrb.org/ratings/ratings_guide.aspx 
  
  
History Club 
  
'The history club will be starting back on 14th January. Please contact Mr 
Swan if you would like to book your child to history club. All bookings and 
money will have to go directly to him' 
  
 
  
 



 
 
    
  



  

                                              
Did you know 1 in 3 Primary aged children will know someone living 
with Dementia?  
  
            That’s why St Ursula’s are working with Sally Townsend, a 
Community Education Development Co-ordinator from the Alzheimer’s 
Society, to educate children about Dementia and the simple things they can 
do to support those living with Dementia. 
  
Last year we were lucky enough to have Sally deliver assemblies and 
workshops to children in Early Years, Key Stage One and Year Six. In term 
3 we are delighted to be able to offer the same opportunities for children in 
years four to six. Alongside this opportunity for children we would like to 
invite Parents to come along to a Dementia Friends Workshop run by 
Sally. These workshops will be held at St Ursula’s on Monday 21st January 
at 2.00pm and Friday 25th January at 9.00am and will last for around 1 
hour. 
  
The aim of the workshops is the raise awareness and develop and 
understanding of Dementia along with finding out what your children have 
been learning. The spaces in the workshops will be limited but if the demand 
is high we can arrange additional dates. Please contact Sally directly on 
Sally.Townsend@alzheimers.org.uk to book your space. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

  

   

mailto:Sally.Townsend@alzheimers.org.uk


December Key Dates 

Monday 10th December 

1.30 – 3.30 Choir at Westbury Village 
2.00: Christmas Performance by the Panto 
Club 
6.00: Christmas Performance by the Panto 
Club 

Tuesday 11th December 2.00: EYFS Christmas Nativity Performance 

Wednesday 12th December 2.00: EYFS Christmas Nativity Performance 

Thursday 13th December 
Afternoon: EYFS, Y1 and Y2 Christmas Panto 
at the Hippodrome 

Friday 14th December 
Afternoon: Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 Christmas Panto 
at the Hippodrome 

Tuesday 18th December 

9.30: EYFS, Y1 and Y2 Carol concert at St. 
Peters 
11.00: Y3 and Y4 Carol concert at St. Peters 
2.00: Y5 and Y6 Carol concert at St. Peters 

Wednesday 19th December 
Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day 
(non-uniform) 

Friday 21st December Last day of Term 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                                                                

  

 



 

Community choir aim for download chart success with song  

celebrating the NHS  

  

A song celebrating the NHS in its 70th year has been released in the charts 

by a Bristol choir to raise money for their local hospital this Christmas.  

‘We Are The Same Inside’ by ‘Melody Makers Choir and Horfield Primary 

School Choir for the NHS’ is available to download on all digital download 

sites as a pre-order from November 19 and fully available to download from 

November 30. 

Money raised from downloads will be donated to Southmead Hospital 

Charity to support patients and fund medical research and new equipment at 

North Bristol NHS Trust. 

The 80 strong-choir is made up of people from communities surrounding 

Southmead Hospital, including many former patients, NHS staff as well as 

children from Horfield C of E Primary School. 

Lead vocalists are Sarah Villaraus, Rebekah Brown and 11-year-old Nathan 

Hughes, now a pupil at Colston’s School. 

Composed and written by Melody Makers Choir leader, Natalie Veal with 

lyric support from choir member Natalie Sital-Singh, ‘We Are The Same 

Inside’ captures the ethos of an inclusive and dedicated health service. 

Natalie Veal, a choir leader from Henleaze, said she wanted to bring 

together her love of music with her gratitude for the NHS. 

She said: “Every member of the choir - the musicians, the children of Horfield 

Primary School and myself - have put a lot of love into this song; it’s our way 

of thanking the hospital staff and giving back to our community. 

“In writing the song we really thought about what the NHS means to us and 

the work that NHS staff do. 

“We are all hugely excited about the fundraising this will bring to the charity 

and I’m so proud of the choir’s achievement and their infectious enthusiasm 

throughout this project. 



 

“We’ve loved singing with the children, who’ve added a sprinkle of magic to 

our song.” 

Melody Makers have been regular and popular performers at Southmead 

Hospital Charity’s Great Brunel Buskathon events in the summer and at 

Christmas. 

This Christmas the charity is asking everyone to download the song for just 

99p on iTunes or across other download sites to support the hospital, its 

patients and help fund projects that improve the NHS for future generations. 

Adrian Brown, corporate and community manager for Southmead Hospital 

Charity, said: “When Natalie approached us with the idea of releasing a song 

to raise money we were delighted – it is a unique, creative and inspired way 

to fundraise and we are so grateful for the time and efforts that everyone 

involved has dedicated to it. 

“The message in the song is a powerful one that really conveys the strength 

of feeling that people have for the NHS and for its staff. 

“We hope everyone in Bristol, and beyond, will download the song this 

Christmas to celebrate our NHS – it’s a small thing but it can make a big 

difference to healthcare now and in the future.” 

Find out more about the song and watch the video at 

www.southmeadhospitalcharity.org.uk/song 

Download on iTunes or listen on Spotify. 

  

We Are The Same Inside was recorded at St George’s Bristol, BIMM (British 

and Irish Modern Music Institute) and Invada studios in Bristol. It was 

produced by Guy Britton, with Natalie Veal on piano, Toby Partridge on 

drums, guitars by Alex Rudhall and bass guitar by Ed Holland.   

Notes to editor: For more information, files or interviews contact Aleisha 

Foreman, Communications Manager, Southmead Hospital Charity, on 0117 

4143948 or email aleisha.foreman@southmeadhospitalcharity.org.uk 

   

 

 

 
 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=27c140e37f&e=3c661ce282
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LEGO DONATIONS WANTED  

 

Josie is looking for lego for her club, any donations are welcome.  

 

Thank You  

 

Josie is looking for any donations of the following items:  

GAMES 

TOYS  

PUZZLES 

BEAN BAGS  

CUSHIONS  

 

any donations will be greatly appreciated  

 

 
 



  

 
 

 



  

 

  

 


