
 
 

 

  

 
 

 
  

Monday 4th March 2019 
 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
  
I hope you had a very enjoyable half-term.  From looking at some of the 
photographs from the Extreme Reading Challenge, which Mrs Pillay set over 
the half-term break, I think many of you did!  See Mrs. Pillay’s message and 
some of the fabulous photos which are featured later in this bulletin. 
  
This term has kicked off with some fabulous learning already as you’ll see 
from the class news.  I was with year 6 during the mock SATs tests last week 
and was very impressed with their perseverance, hard work and what they 
know already.  The mock SATs results will be used to identify any areas that 
the children will need support with as well as getting them used to test 
conditions.  Well done to both the year 6 children and year 6 teachers. 
  
World Book Day is this Thursday (7th) and there will be assemblies and 
workshops run by Pip Jones, a children’s author.  Any books pre-ordered are 
to be paid for on this day.  Pip will be signing all purchases.  We kindly ask 
for a voluntary donation of £2 to help celebrate this day.  Donations to go 
directly to the class teacher.  On World Book Day everyone has the chance 
to dress up as their favourite book character, or if they prefer they can make 
a hat instead.  All the teachers are currently thinking up fabulous ways to 
celebrate this day also.  It should be great fun! 
  
We have another author (Olaf Falafel) visiting on the 18th of March to keep 



the reading excitement alive and kicking. 
  
On Friday the 15th of March we will be raising money for Comic Relief and 
further information will be coming your way soon.  
  
In the evening of the 15th, don’t forget that the PTFA are hosting a quiz night 
(including fish and chips) at the school – see flyer below. 
  
For the forthcoming parents’ evenings, folders containing sign-up sheets will 
be put out on a table outside the main entrance or in the hall (depending on 
the weather) next week.  For any parents who cannot make an appointment 
this way please either contact class teachers through dojo or by emailing the 
school office.  Parents of children in Miss McGovern’s class will have a 
parents’ evening in term 5 instead. A letter will be going out today to parents 
of children in 1SM so please check your children’s school bag. 
  
I hope you have a good week and as always thank you for your ongoing 
support. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Nicky Reynolds 
Interim Headteacher 
  
  
  
  
Staff News 
  
Miss Elyshia White and Miss Nicola Matthews, the new teachers in year 3 
and 4 completed their first full week in St. Ursula’s.  They have fitted in well 
and found the children to be fantastic – which of course they are! 
 
We also welcome Mrs Louise Hamer and Ms Syeda Ahmed who have joined 
St. Ursula’s as 1:1 Teaching Assistants. 
 
A Mr Neil Osborne has also joined the team as a Behaviour and Learning 
Mentor. 
 
Mrs Helen Robbins has left to work full-time in Badocks Wood E-ACT 
Academy (previously she worked between there and St. Ursula’s) and in her 
place we have Mrs Lakmini Harkus who is an experienced Lead 
Practitioner.  She will be supporting the senior leadership team with 
developing and improving teaching and learning even further at the 
academy.  We will all miss Mrs Robbins very much and thank her with all her 
support and hard work during the first three terms of this academic year.  
 



 
   

Celebration Assembly Star of the Week Awards 
 

1CB - Oliver Edwards 
1SM - Sophia Mozayan 
1EC - Theodora Mynt 

2NS - Ludo Walkiewicz 
2SH - Ivy Kerfoot 

2SE - Max Rosslee 
3DP - Rio Wallace 

3AW - Cooper Philipson 
3EW - Aiden Letcher 

4SB - Freya Hahn 
4NM - Oliver Chinn 

4RB - Mathia Rossell 
5SS - Alexia Garland 
5CM - Grace Jenkins 

5CT - Jack Taylor 
6CJ - Afifa Jagwe  

6AM - David Jenkins 
6ET - Preston Stabb 

  
Class News 
  
 
Reception 
 
A great start back to Term 4 for Reception children. We started our week off 
with a bang, reading the fantastic story of ‘Tom and the Island of 
dinosaurs’.  What an exciting book… there is a message in a bottle, a 
volcano erupting, a hot air balloon escape and of course dinosaurs! We 
loved learning about volcanoes and experimented with different painting 
techniques observing the effects to create fiery lava pictures and each class 
made a paper mache volcano. We learnt about dinosaurs and fossils in our 
dinosaur exploration areas and read information texts and created our own 
fact books about dinosaurs and thought of questions we would like to find 
out, like why did dinosaurs have three toes? 
In maths we have been focusing on counting backwards, one less and 
beginning to use subtraction to solve problems. 
  
Year One 
 
In year one we have been learning our new story: How The Tortoise Got His 
Shell by Pie Corbett. We drew story maps, came up with actions and 
sequenced parts of the story. 
In maths we looked at our number bonds to twenty and tried to sequence 
them systematically. Science was really exciting this past week. We started 



looking at animals including humans by naming different body parts. 
Also, we begun looking at our new topic of the local area, Henleaze and 
using skills to find different places with Google maps. 
  
Year Two 
 
We have had a wonderful first week back in Year 2. 
On Monday we began to embrace the spirit of carnivals during our first 
English lesson. We made carnival masks and learnt our new text ‘The 
Papaya That Spoke’, thinking of actions for each part. We even tried some 
papaya, a tropical fruit from Brazil. 
In maths, we have been learning about time. The children have been 
introduced to quarter to and quarter past and have started to look at five-
minute intervals too. 
The children have loved their first I.C.T lesson of the term, learning about 
how information is stored and sorted and in PSHE they learned about 
different families and the relationships in them. 
For geography, we started with identifying and naming the seven continents 
and five oceans in the world. The children enjoyed locating the continent that 
they, their family and friends are from and also discussing where previous 
members of our classes have moved abroad to. 
  
Year Three 
 
Last week, year 3 started the week with a WOW day about the Stone Age. 
The children wrote a short story about a picture from the Stone Age, looked 
at the chronology of the pre-historic times and created Stonehenge paintings 
which looked fabulous. 
In DT, we designed our pom poms that we plan to make and sell to raise 
money for Red Nose Day in a few weeks’ time. 
  
Year Four  
 
We started our first week back with a WOW morning for our new topic: India. 
We created Tala rhythm cycles and played compositions along to an 
authentic Indian backing track. We also began creating our mod roc elephant 
heads to paint later in the term. 
In maths we have started our unit on fractions - we have enjoyed using foam 
fraction piece, strips of paper and fraction walls to investigate equivalent 
fractions. 
In English we have learnt the story of The Obnoxious Elephant for our fiction 
unit - can the children retell the story to you? 
  
Year Five 
 
In Year 5, we have started our science topic of space by looking at the order 
and facts of the planets in our solar system. The children have also looked at 
a range of fractions including improper and equivalent fractions. During 



English, the children have started to convey character through speech and 
actions whilst retelling the story of Crying Wolf.  
  
Year Six 
 
During the first week back, Year 6 have applied their knowledge of SPAG, 
reading and maths to their practice SATs papers. The teachers have been 
very impressed by the effort the children have put in. As a treat for their hard 
work, all of Year 6 were treated to a 'games afternoon', hosted by Mr Philip 
and the Year 6 teachers.  
Keep up the hard work and effort Year 6 as it definitely pays off! Well done. 
  
Messages 
  
Extreme Reading Challenge 
 
It was wonderful to see some  extreme reading taking place over the half-
term break from pupils and staff at St. Ursula's!  
Thank you to everyone who participated. Here are a few photos of some 
extreme reading! Please do keep up the reading with your child, as its 
important they are listened to on a regularly basis.  
  
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 
World Book Day - Thursday, 7th March 2019 
 
  
To celebrate our love for reading and writing at St. Ursula's we will be 
celebrating World Book day with a visit from 
the accomplished children's author Pip Jones.  Pip lives in East London with 
her partner, her two daughters and a real invisible cat. She writes a lot. She 
even owns a writing cloak! And she spends days on end working out how to 
get good rhymes, such as 'snuffle' and 'kerfuffle', into stories. Pip won the 
inaugural Greenhouse Funny Prize in 2012 with Squishy McFluff, The 
Invisible Cat, her first book. Some of her other familiar titles include the 
Chocolate Monster and Daddy's Sandwich. She will be enlightening pupils in 
a series of talks and assemblies to inspire our love for reading and writing. 
More information on how to pre order her books before the 7th March will be 
sent home in a letter by the end of the week. For more information 
about the author please visit her website https://www.pipjones.net 
World Book Day is also a wonderful chance for all of us to dress up as your 
favourite book character. There is no theme so you can dress up as any 
book character you wish. You could be Peter Rabbit, Dennis the Menace, 
Little Red Riding Hood, Hermione Granger, Mildred Hubble.... the 
possibilities are endless! We will have a parade during our assembly 
(including teachers!) showing off all our favourite book characters.  
  
 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=2b1e0e7e1a&e=3c661ce282


 

 

Pip Jones – Children's Author 

Pip Jones - Home Page / My Books 
www.pipjones.net 
 
 
 
 
Concerns or Issues 
 
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the 
office know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The 
office will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  
 
Children Who Arrive Late 
 
Children who arrive late to school (currently 9:01am onwards) must be 
accompanied by an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 
  
Medication 
 
Medication (including calpol) shouldn’t be kept in your child’s school bag, it 
must be handed into the office. 
 
 
 
 
Calling all Quiz Masters! 
It is time for the annual St Ursula’s Quiz. This year the weather is 
looking to be far more obliging so there will be no snowmen, just 
friendly rivalry to see who can take the year 6 crown. Will it be the 
mums, the dads or the teachers?  Tickets include a fish and chip 
supper (or burger and chips as the vegetarian alternative) and a drink. 
As well as the famous taste testing round, let's just say this year the 
theme isn't crisps! 
   

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=524677f8b9&e=3c661ce282


  
                            

  
 
 
 
   
The PTFA have moved into the digital age so please follow the link to 
book your place at what promises to be a fun filled evening. 
 
https://www.pta-

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=c10f2a7c90&e=3c661ce282


 

events.co.uk/stursulasptfa/index.cfm?event=Shop#.XHWGsPZ2vIU 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Key Dates: 
  
Thursday 7th March 
  

World Book Day 

Friday 8th March 
  

Life Savers Parent Session (9:05 – 9:40) 

Friday 15th March 
  

Comic Relief/Red Nose Day 

Friday 15th March 
  

PTFA Quiz Night 

Monday 18th March 
  

Olaf Falafel Author visiting 

Tuesday 26th March 
  

Parents Evening 

Thursday 28th March 
  

Parents Evening 

Friday 5th April 
  

Last day of Term 4 

Monday 22nd April 
  

Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April 
  

Start of Term 5 

Friday 24th May 
  

Inset day 

Monday 8th July 
  

Inset day 

    
22nd and 23rd of July 
  

Inset days 

2nd and 3rd of September Inset days 
    
4th October 
  

Inset day 

4th November Inset day 
    
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=c10f2a7c90&e=3c661ce282


 
 

 
 

 

 

   Please see the new lunch menu starting WC 25th February  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



  

 

  

 
 
 
 


