Monday 24th June 2019
Dear parents and carers,

Last week, as you are no doubt aware, was a busy week for communications
going out via letter, email and text. Thank you for bearing with us at this busy
time of year. You should have received a letter in relation to SRE (sex and
relationship education) lessons which are occurring this term. Please note
these are carried out age appropriately. There is more information on the
content of these lessons, for each year group, held at the school office. Please
also do not hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher if you have any
concerns.

You should also have received a letter detailing the staffing structure for next
year, and if you are a parent of a child in our current year 3 and 4 you will also
have received a letter detailing who your child’s class teacher is for next
year. There will be an opportunity this Wednesday (26th June) at 9:05am in the
school hall for parents/carers to pop in to discuss any concerns they have with
the leadership team. If you cannot make this date, you can of course email any
concerns/questions you have to the school office. Any decisions made were
arrived at after much consultation and consideration but it is of course
impossible to please everyone but do be assured the leadership team will listen
to any points raised.

The children had a fantastic week of learning last week. The week kicked off
with a marvellous multitude of mathematical learning and challenges on the

Monday, followed by an amazing International/Geography Day on the
Wednesday. Thank you to all those parents that helped out with Wednesday’s
International Day; your contributions added hugely to the children’s enjoyment
of the day.

This week is Healthy Living Week which will be another fantastic opportunity for
the children to experience a range of exciting learning experiences. The
experiences will range from dance workshops to being involved with our school
caterers Aspens and their smoothie making bike!

The PTFA has kindly stated that they will pay for the shortfall in the monies
raised to enable the wall in the bottom playground to be finished so hopefully
this will be completed this academic year. Thank you to the PTFA for their help
with this project.
The PTFA, as I’m sure you will agree, organised a fantastic summer fayre
yesterday. The rain which started to fall part-way through didn’t seem to
dampen anyone’s enthusiasm or the children’s energetic bouncing on the
inflatables! Thank you once more to the PTFA for their extraordinary
fundraising efforts and to everyone who helped make the afternoon such a
success.
Thank you also to everyone who has nominated St. Ursula’s on the National Book Tokens
website. If you haven’t there is still time. Nominations can be made at the following
website: http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools

Win £5,000
for your
school library
with National
Book Tokens
www.nationalbookt
okens.com
Fill your school's
library with new
books - win £5,000
of National Book
Tokens for them,
and £100 just for
you!

Please note that further donations of books and comics would be most
gratefully received.
Kind regards,
Nicky Reynolds
Interim Headteacher
A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame
before or after school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden
once inside the school gates.

E-ACT Values awards
Think big: Jayden and Harley for showing kindness during PE
Team spirit: Sophia for the tennis competition
Do the right thing: Theo and Amber for a positive attitude and encouraging a
growth mindset for younger children.

Reception
Last week Early Years have loved exploring ‘Super Heroes’ and particularly enjoyed
creating their own ‘Super Bugs’. They spent time and care writing about the 'Super
Bugs’ they had made last week in the style of illustrator and author Eric Carle and
some children also made their inventions in Lego and collage too. As always the
children rose to the challenge to write about their characters and took particular care
to focus on careful letter orientation.
Some children enjoyed being creative so much that they spent long periods of time
writing a whole story. We really loved hearing about the bug’s super powers such as
‘Magic wings’ and ‘Lazer Legs’. During the later part of the week the children were
given opportunities to Master their knowledge of numbers to 20 and particularly
enjoyed revisiting the concept of doubling. Another fantastic week of adventures!

Year One
This week in year one we have been learning our new fairytale Rumpelstilskin and
coming up with exciting new actions to retell this in fabulous costumes. We have also
had lots of fun during our maths day on Monday collaborating with year two to make
our very own maths games. Wednesday was International Day in school.
During this time, we got to learn all about different countries and immerse ourselves
in their different cultural traditions. We made Malaysian pancakes (thank you to
Safiah's mum), learned how to do Indian dancing and we even had a lesson on making
origami. Overall, it has been a fantastic week and we are excited to see what next
week will bring!

Year Two
This week Year 2 have really enjoyed becoming fully engaged with Maths during a
whole school Maths Day. We mixed classes with Year 1 children and completed three
different activities to solve problems about position, shape and money. The children
were great role models for the younger year group and we were really impressed by
the support that the gave others and their verbal explanations.

For Maths within class, we have been recapping mass. The children have been
comparing weights and ordering them with growing confidence. The understanding of
the relationship between grams and kilograms is really important so it has been great
to start to consolidate that link.
In English this week, the children have progressed from the Rainbow Fish text to write
their invent story. The structure of the original text helped them to establish a
structured plot and we then spent part of a lesson focusing on editing and improving
before publishing the stories in our best books.
Wednesday was the hugely successful International Day across the whole school. The
children and teachers loved celebrating a diverse range of cultures and finding out a
little about different countries. The children were grouped with children from Year
One to Year Six as a rare opportunity to work with children from across the school.
They thoroughly enjoyed this, along with visiting rooms in the upstairs corridors! A
huge thank you to all of the parents and carers who kindly volunteered to come in and
share some of your knowledge with us. You helped to make it a really special day.

Year Three
This week has been a busy week for Year 3's. We started off with our Maths Day on
Monday in which all children were grouped with year 4's in solving practical
mathematical problems. It was great to see the E-Act values of Think Big, Team Spirit
and Do the right Thing displayed when working with their peers. Children moved
between the 3 classes exploring Murder Mystery Maths, Tangrams and Statistics.
In the afternoon pupils designed and created their own board games using their maths
skills. On Wednesday, Year 3's thoroughly enjoyed International Day. We embraced
our allocated continent North America and learnt about all the colours and cultures of
countries from around the world. We are continuing our learning of our English text,
The Great Kapok Tree and invented our own stories using the features and vocabulary
from the book.

Year Four
In maths this week we have been learning about coordinates and plotting points on
grids. We have been describing movements (translations) on the grid and using our
problem solving skills to work out missing coordinates.
On Monday's maths day we enjoyed three different activities - statistics, tangram
puzzles, and solving a murder mystery.
In English this week we have planned our character and story for our invented version
of Dribbling Drew. The character descriptions were very detailed - we're looking

forward to reading about Video-Game Vicky, Evil Ellie and Sassy Sally to name just a
few!

Year Five
This week in year 5 we have had an amazing experience with Maths and International
day. The children enjoyed the range of activities taught by all the teachers across the
school. In Literacy, we have begun to identify features of a persuasive text. In Maths,
the children have continued their learning of Geometry.

Year Six
Last week in year 6 we worked hard to write our own suspense stories themed around
the clip Alma. In maths we have been focusing on finding the area and perimeter of
compound shapes - we used meter sticks to find the area of our school building and
thought about when we would use these skills in our lives. We also learnt about the
history of Venetian Masks.

1CB/MT- Ada
1SM- Grace
1EC- Scarlett

2RD/KS- Zidan
2SH- Mariella
2SE- Rebekah

4SB- Luvaya
4NM- Thomas
4RB- Freddie

5SS- Whole class
5CM- Whole Class
5CT- Whole class

3DP- Jacob
3AW- Norah
3EW- William

6CJ- Nat
6AM- Elijah
6ET- Preston

E-ACT Values awards
Think Big: Jayden and Harley for showing kindness during PE
Team Spirit: Sophia for the tennis competition
Do the Right Thing: Theo and Amber for a positive attitude and encouraging a growth
mindset for younger children.

Get Your Wrong Trousers On!
On Friday 28 June, we will be joining in with Wrong Trousers Day to raise money for Bristol
Children’s Hospital, through The Grand Appeal. Children (and staff!) are encouraged to come
to school in “the wrong trousers”. Be as creative and bold as you like – PJs, Jeans, trousers
worn backwards, sports kit or club trousers. Anything goes! If it’s not school uniform, then it’s
“wrong”!
The Grand Appeal suggest a £1 donation from pupils, which will be collected in classrooms on
the day.
Normal school uniform should be worn on the top half, it will make the contrast with the
wrong trousers even greater! (Shirts or PE polo shirts for any girls who normally wear
dresses).
The Wrong Trousers Day is being coordinated by Ellen Sanders, mum of Dexter in Year Two.
Ellen is raising money for The Grand Appeal by cycling from Land’s End to Bristol Children’s
Hospital in September. This is inspired by a close family friend of Dexter, who goes to Elmlea
school, and was recently treated for acute myeloid leukaemia in the hospital. If you would like
to make a donation to the fundraising, you can do so
here: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/grand-appeal-cycle (all funds are sent direct to
Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal, and JustGiving automatically reclaims Gift Aid if you are a
UK taxpayer, so your donation is worth even more)

St Ursula’s had a day celebrating the diverse culture in our school this week. The
children spent the day in mixed year groups and visited all the continents of the world
doing 9 different activities. These included African drumming, Bollywood dancing,
smelling and naming spices, learning German and sieving for gold to name but a few.
The day culminated in a parade around the school field waving our flags. Thank you
to everyone who made it such a successful day.
Here are some quotes from the children about the day:
"It was the best day ever"
"I loved making the flag and waving it in the parade" Huxley 1CBMT
"I liked the Malaysian game with the counters" Tawfiq
"I enjoyed the music and dancing with Mrs Johnson"
"My favourite was decorating the Indian elephants with glitter"
"The Bollywood dancing was great fun because Mrs Pillay was so good at dancing and
Mrs Reynolds joined in too!" Darcey 3DP
"My best part of the day was African drawing with Mrs Durston because I liked
learning to draw the patterns" Emily 3DP
"The thing I liked most about International day was that we got to swap classes and
learning with different children" Joury 1CBMT
"My best part of the day was going into Year 6 and learning about the sea" Phoebe
1CBMT

The year 6 children will be putting on a performance of Aladdin for their end of
primary school production!
The children will get a chance to see it during school time on:
-10.07.19 (Year R, 1, 5)
-12.07.19 (Year 2, 3, 4)
Adult Performances will be on the following dates:
-11.07.19 (10:00-11:00) Adult Performance (ticketed)
-11.07.19 (17:00-18:00) Adult Performance (ticketed)
More information to follow.

On Thursday 27th June, the Cyber Champions will be visiting Year 6 to do
a workshop on Online Safety. They will cover topics such as how to stay
safe online, creating strong passwords and phone security.

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,
WE NEED YOUR OLD BOOKS FOR OUR NEW LIBRARY!
The Academy Ambassador Group recently raised £1000 via a bid to the EACT trustees for book cases, bean bags, rugs and floor cushions for a
new library we want to create in school.
Sadly - we do not have enough money to buy the books.
We are calling out to all parents, carers and children to have a little
'Spring Clean' of your book shelves at home and donate any good quality,
clean, un-torn books that you would be happy to pass on.
If every child donated just 1 book from home we would be able to fully
stock our library !

Please bring your books into reception and pop into the book box.
THANK YOU SO MUCH IN ADVANCE!

A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame
before school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once inside
the school gates.
Maths day!
This week, all the children experienced various activities with different teachers
which involved a range of mathematical concepts. They were investigations,
tangrams and even some art. Well done to everyone for taking part!

Messages from the PTFA
The PTFA are pleased to announce the return of 🍦Ice Cream Friday🍦
You can find us outside by the hall window.
Ice lollies are £0.50p and Ice creams are £1.00.
If you would like to volu
nteer, please contact a PTFA member.
Change of date
Change of time: The year 6 leavers disco will be on 18.07.19 from 17:0019:00.
Unfortunately, we have to change the May disco date due to Shine Hall and
PTFA members availability. We are trying to find an alternative date that
doesn't clash with bank holidays etc. Please watch this space! If you are able
to volunteer to help run this event, please do get in touch asap as the team are
currently stretched and need a bit of support. Thank you!
Your PTFA Committee

Sun Protection:
Just a reminder to all parents with the summer fast approaching and all the lovely hot weather we
have been receiving lately. Please send children in with hats, glasses and protected with sun cream.
We advise parents to send sun cream in with their children labelled to reapply their sun cream before
they go out for lunch.
We are going to add a sun cream stop for children to apply their sun cream before they go out at
lunch in the studio.

Attendance
100% Class attendance this week: 1CB/MT, 2KS/RD &3DP
2nd place at 99%: Gruffalo & 5CT
3rd Place at 98%: 1EC & 6CJ

School Information
Please see the behaviour policy on the website which explains our approach in full:
https://stursulasacademy.eact.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-2018.pdf

Absence Requests
It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know that
your child may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the requirement but
we appreciate that from time to time children may need to attend emergency
appointments which cannot be helped.
Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so
please do not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding
processes and procedures. If parents provide the correct information, we can
ensure the correct marks are entered on your child's registration document
which is a legal document.

Concerns or Issues
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the
office know. The email address is: ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk The office
will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.

Children Who Arrive Late
Children who arrive late to school (currently 9:01am onwards) must be
accompanied by an adult to the office where they will be signed in.

Medication
Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It
must be handed into the office.

Bike ability: Only year 5 children are involved in this.

Key Dates
Monday 24th June

Sports day

Tuesday 25th June from 2-3pm

Oasis Brightstowe transition day for year 6
pupils attending from September

Tuesday 25th June

1SM parents evening 2

Thursday 27th June

Cyber champions workshop on online
safety

Friday 28th June

Sports day back up date

Monday 1st to Friday 5th July

Year 6 camp

Tuesday 2nd July

Year 2 fun day with Badock’s Wood
children

Wednesday 3rd July

Year 2 aquarium trip

Monday 8th July

Inset day

Tuesday 9th July

Year 1 fun day with Badock’s Wood
children

Monday 15th-Friday 19th July

E-ACT passport week (years 3-6)

Thursday 18th July from 5-7pm

Year 6 leavers disco

Friday 19th July

Non-uniform day (no contributions)

22nd and 23rd of July

Inset days

2nd and 3rd of September

Inset days

4th October

Inset day

4th November

Inset day

