Monday 13th May 2019
Dear Parents/Carers,
We have just recently purchased some furniture and soft furnishings (bean bags,
cushions etc.) to create a school library but are missing one vital item - books! If you
have any unwanted books which are in good condition we would love to have
these. These can be dropped off in the book box in the office.
Year 2 are continuing with their SATs tests this week and year 6 have a big week this
week as today sees them having completed their first SATs test - 3 more days to go.
They have all been invited in each day to have a free hot breakfast together so they
can spend time chatting to their friends and calming any nerves they may have. A
team of adults will be on hand this week to offer support and reassurance should it be
needed.
The drama workshops which Mrs. Corry kindly organised for children in reception up
to year 3 continued today. Not surprisingly, the children really enjoyed these. I feel
that it’s very important that children have a range of learning experiences so a huge
thank you to Mrs. Corry for organising these workshops.
Please see the messages further on in this newsletter to do with a request for
volunteers for our International Day, PTFA events and the half-term holiday club.
Everyone, should have by now received a letter detailing who the Headteacher in
September will be i.e. Mr. Jon Arthur. I’ve been fortunate to have worked with Jon in
the past in one of E-ACT’s other schools and know that he will be a huge asset to St.

Ursula’s and make a fantastic Headteacher. May I take this opportunity to thank
everyone for their support, particularly in the earlier terms when it was a rather
challenging time for us all.
Warmest regards,
Nicky Reynolds
Interim Headteacher

1CB/MT Oliver
1SM Emily
1EC Alex
4SB Noah
4NM Noel
4RB Barnaby

2RD/KS Maynee
2SH
Lilly
2SE
Camron
5SS Izzy
5CM Ryan
5CT Yousaf

3DP Leo
3AW Bella
3EW Aimee
6CJ Alexis
6AM Liam
6ET Jassa

Reception

Reception children have been busy developing their independent writing skills
and challenging themselves daily to be a star writer. Their innovated story ideas
have become really imaginative and their confidence to use narrative and
descriptive story language is becoming embedded in every piece they write. It is

such a pleasure to read their work and see the progress they are making and
the pride they have in it! In maths this week we have been learning how to add
and take away by counting on and back to find the answer. This is a tricky skill
which we practise a lot using lots of real objects to support their understanding.
We linked our art to our innovated story characters and thought about textures
and how different characters might feel (a troll might be scaly, a unicorn would
be soft, and definitely sparkly...) and selected materials and resources to create
our own characters and wrote about why we had chosen that material with
some lovely descriptive language.
Last Friday was Miss Barrington's last day in Gruffalo class as she leaves to
start her maternity leave. We are all going to miss her terribly but can't wait to
meet her baby. Miss Alacantara (Miss A) will be teaching in Gruffalo class with
the support of Mrs James.

Year One

Year one have stepped into the shoes of scientists this week designing their
own boats and have started to plan an investigation to determine what materials
will float or sink. We have had a lot of fun creating the boats and look forward to
testing them and recording the results – the recycling was very useful, thank
you! In Maths we have been doubling numbers using 'Lucy ladybird' and
have continued to use 'Captain Capital' and 'Fergus Full Stop' during our SPAG
lessons.

Year Two

This week we have been doing lots of practical maths and recapping areas
such as money and how to find a fraction of an amount. The children have
really engaged with the resources and thinking about how to change these to a
pictorial representation on paper.
In English the children have amazed us with their creativity when planning and
writing their own stories. We have focused on using subordinating and
coordinating conjunctions in our writing and punctuating questions,
exclamations, statements and commands accurately.
For R.E we have discussed cultural identity. We have talked about our family’s
heritage, where we are from and why it is important to us. This proved a really
valuable lesson and linked to our History lesson about Mary Eliza Mahoney.
The children have started to design fruit skewers in DT. They have carefully
considered the colours, textures, smells and tastes of different fruits to decide
which combinations may work well together.
Once again, we are immensely proud of the children, their amazing effort and
fantastic attitudes towards their SATs this week. Another huge well done to the
children and a big thank you for your continued support!
Year Three

Our learning of Brunel and the great inventions of the railways has certainly
captured the interests of all Year 3's this term. Last week in topic we looked at
the construction of the railway track between Bristol and London by reading
maps and explored the features in his designs of the box tunnel and Brunel's
preference of broad gauge. Pupils then used this information to write a fantastic
setting description on life in a Victorian railway using prepositional phrases. In
maths we continued our learning of measurements and working on our
conversions from mm-cm-m. All teachers in Year 3 certainly enjoyed the
auditions for the Spotlight competition. There is certainly a lot of talent in the
year group from Hip Hop Dancing, comedians and singers! Thank you and well
done to all who participated.
Year Four
This week year 4 have moved on to working with money in maths, which we will
be continuing next week. So far we have shown that we can order money,
and use our rounding and estimating skills in order to solve problems.
In English, we have been very excited to get on to our invention stories following the theme of the legend we have been studying 'The Green Children
of Woolpit'. We have enjoyed using our imagination to create some very
mysterious creatures and settings!
In Topic, we have learnt about how erosion can damage coastal areas, and
lead to disasters like the Halbeck Hall Hotel where there was a land slide. We
have been thinking of defences that could be put in place to help prevent this.

Year Five

Last week in maths, year 5 learnt how to find the area of compound and
irregular shapes. They used their knowledge of area to solve problem and
reasoning questions. In English we reviewed features of instruction texts and
enjoyed reading our class text 'How to defeat a Gorgon!'. In art we sketched
designs using Greek myths for inspiration, in preparation for our clay models
that we will start making next week. We played the glockenspiels in music in
time with the song 'Dancing in the street'. What a brilliant, busy week!
Year Six

Guess what year 6 did this week? Yes, you guessed it...SATs revision. With
one week to go we have been putting our skills into action and we are all feeling
confident and determined for the tests to commence. We practiced putting our
hands up for teachers to read out the questions and pacing ourselves
(especially in the Reading paper).
We are really pleased with the effort the children have put and are really proud
of the progress they have made.
Bring on SATs week!

Geography Competition
The Geography Easter competition winners were:
Elijah : 4SB
Oliver Edwards: 1MT/CB
Thank you to all children who entered. We were really impressed by how many children
found all the correct answers.

May Half Term Sports Clubs- Discount
The E-Act sports team will once again be running holiday sports clubs during
the May half term. The club will run from Tuesday 28th - Friday 31st May from
9am- 4pm right here at St Ursula's, with children allowed to be dropped off from
8.15am. We also offer after care from 4-6pm for just £10 to help working
parents. The cost of the day should be £15 but book by 10PM on Monday 20th
May and you can get a 20% early bird discount, meaning the day costs
just £12!! You can also get a further 10% sibling discount to help with the
cost.

Some parents have asked how the day works and what we do. We don't
designate certain sports to certain days, instead we have a flexible approach to
our activities. We will look at things like numbers and ages and use our
experience to judge what we think will work well. We also communicate with the
children about what sports & activities they would like to play, after all it is their
holiday time. Through the week we will try and play a wide range of sports and
games giving the children the opportunity to play traditional sports and new fun
games. Please note that the holiday clubs are open to children from all
schools, not just St Ursula's, from early years up to year 6. Although not set in
stone the timetable for our day is shown below, please note children can be
dropped off as early as 8.15am:










8.15- 9.30am: Children arrive, register & free time.
9.30am: Morning briefing with children.
9.45- 10.45am: Main activity 1
1045- 11am: Morning break
11am- 12.15pm: Main activity 2
12.15- 1.15pm: Lunch & free time
1.15- 2.15pm: Main activity 3

The holiday clubs cover a range of sports in a relaxed and welcoming
environment. We also provide alternative creative and art activities for children
who don't fancy a full day of sport. To book a place and get your early bird
discount please visit https://e-act.bookinglive.com
Should you have any questions regarding the clubs please email Ben
Roberts Ben.Roberts@e-act.org.uk

The beach clean at Avon Gorge

Dear Parents, Carers and Children

WE NEED YOUR OLD BOOKS FOR OUR NEW LIBRARY!

The Academy Ambassador Group recently raised £1000 via a bid to the
E-ACT trustees for book cases, bean bags, rugs and floor cushions for a
new library we want to create in school.
Sadly - we do not have enough money to buy the books.

We are calling out to all parents, carers and children to have a little
'Spring Clean' of your book shelves at home and donate any
good quality, clean, un-torn books that you would be happy to pass on.
If every child donated just 1 book from home we would be able to fully
stock our library !
Please bring your books into reception and pop into the book box.
THANK YOU SO MUCH IN ADVANCE!

The talk will be taking place in John Lewis, Cribbs Causeway.

Raising money for the Little Princess Charity
Daisy in 2SE will be chopping off her pony tail for the little princess charity in
June and is raising money for Bristol children’s hospital too as it is very close to
the family’s hearts.
Please donate if you can via the link below:

https://www.justgiving.com/Daisyhairchop
JustGiving sends your donation straight to Wallace & Gromit's Grand Appeal and
automatically reclaims Gift Aid if you are a UK taxpayer, so your donation is worth
even more.

Volunteers needed for St Ursula’s International Day
We are very excited to be holding an International Day on Wednesday 19th June to
celebrate the diversity in our school. We plan to run different cultural activities throughout
the day which the children can participate in. This might include dance, music, cooking, art
or languages. Do you have a skill or knowledge in something that you think you could
share for International Day?
We are looking for parents to help run workshops and share their diverse cultural
backgrounds. If you think you might be able to help then please leave your email address,
name and what you might be able to offer with the office and Mrs Baines or Mrs Tuner will
be in touch with more information. Thank you!

A polite reminder that scooters and bikes must not be ridden once inside the school gates.
Please ensure that children do not climb on the climbing frame before school.

Change of time: The year 6 leavers disco will be on 18.07.19 from 17:00-19:00

Please see the behaviour policy on the website which explains our approach in full:
https://stursulasacademy.eact.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-2018.pdf

Absence Requests
It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know that
your child may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the requirement but
we appreciate that from time to time children may need to attend emergency
appointments which cannot be helped. Please note that we may ask for
evidence when considering any requests so please do not be offended as it is
part of our attendance and safeguarding processes and procedures. If parents
provide the correct information, we can ensure the correct marks are entered on
your child's registration document which is a legal document.

Concerns or Issues
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the
office know. The email address is: ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk The office
will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.

Children Who Arrive Late
Children who arrive late to school (currently 9:01am onwards) must be
accompanied by an adult to the office where they will be signed in.

Medication
Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It
must be handed into the office.

Messages from the PTFA


The PTFA are pleased to announce the return of 🍦Ice Cream Friday🍦

You can find us outside by the hall window.
Ice lollies are £0.50p and Ice creams are £1.00.
If you would like to volunteer, please contact a PTFA member



Change of date

Please note that the summer fayre will be a Sunday Fun Day on the 23rd June
and not the 22nd as previously stated. We plan to continue the success of last
year with unlimited access wristbands. Hopefully a relaxing day for parents on
the field, with maybe a football game or two!
Unfortunately, we have to change the May disco date due to Shine Hall and
PTFA members availability. We are trying to find an alternative date that
doesn't clash with bank holidays etc. Please watch this space! If you are able
to volunteer to help run this event, please do get in touch asap as the team are
currently stretched and need a bit of support. Thank you!
Your PTFA Committee

Key Dates
Friday 17th May

Year 1-3 dance workshop

Tuesday 21st May

Reception fire engine visit

Wednesday 22nd May

EYFS writing parent workshop

Wednesday 22nd May

E-ACT Regional Event at UWE

Thursday 23rd May

Parents open morning (years 1-6)

Friday 24th May

Inset day

Tuesday 4th June

Individual, sibling and class photos

Tuesday 4th June

First session of year 6 Bikeability in the
morning (weekly)

Wednesday 5th & Thursday 6th June

EYFS Skills days

Friday 14th June

Safety day

Wednesday 19th June

Geography day

Sunday 23rd June

Sunday Fun Day

Monday 24th June

Sports day

Friday 28th June

Sports day back up date

Monday 1st to Friday 5th July

Year 6 camp

Wednesday 3rd July

Year 2 aquarium trip

Monday 8th July

Inset day

Friday 12th - 14th July

Year 5 Residential

Monday 15th-Friday 19th July

E-ACT passport week

Thursday 18th July from 5-7pm

Year 6 leavers disco

22nd and 23rd of July

Inset days

2nd and 3rd of September

Inset days

4th October

Inset day

4th November

Inset day

