
  

  
Friday 20th September 2019 
   

Dear parents and carers, 

It has been another fantastic week at St. Ursula’s.  We started the week with a 
RAB (Raising Achievement Board) led by the new Regional Educational 
Director of E-ACT, south-west region, Sarah Flannigan.  The highlight of which 
was Sarah referring to the school as an inspirational place to learn.  She 
commented positively on the learning attitudes and behaviours of our children 
which we are all very proud of. 

This week also saw the launch of our lunchtime sports league, which this term 
will be focussed on football, so the children have been organising themselves 
into teams and we cannot wait to see who comes up on top at the end of the 
term.  There have also been some fantastic SS Great Britain models coming 
into year 4 this week having all of us in awe of the craftsmanship that has gone 
into them. 

Thrive breakfast club, which has been used to help make the transition from 
home to school calmer for some of our pupils, also started this week and has 
been a success so far.   

Just a few reminders:  when dropping your children off in the morning please 
ensure that your children do not go on the climbing frame as it is not supervised 
before school and we do not want anyone to injure themselves.  Year 5 
children, from next week, to avoid congestion in the Key Stage One and 
Reception playground will now be lining up on the year 3/4 playground.  Also, 
please can we avoid parking on the double yellow lines as it is not only causing 
problems for the traffic outside of school but it is also resulting in our blue badge 
parents having to walk further.   



There have been a few questions asked recently about the school’s 
participation in the annual Hippodrome trip.  We have decided this year to host 
two in-house drama visits instead.   

We have been really impressed with the way children have been lining up at 
lunchtime and we have also changed our lunchtime routine to ensure the 
children get more time outside by releasing them straight outside until the 
dinner staff are ready to serve them. 

We look forward to seeing many of you at the parents’ evenings next week. 

Mr. Arthur 

     
                                                      

  

 
 
  
 

Reception 
  
Reception children are becoming more confident in daily routines and beginning to 
make some lovely new friendships this week. Thursday saw both groups meet for the 
first time and children enjoyed sharing what they enjoyed about school with each 
other and noticing that others enjoyed doing the same things as them. They also 
stayed for lunch for the first time. There was so much to learn for this but the children 
took it all in their stride and confidently tried new foods and met new people before 
having a play in the big playground. There was lots of opportunities to see siblings too. 
Thank you to all the older children who helped the Reception children with how to do 
things in the lunch hall. Please can we remind parents and carers not to let your 
children play in the Early Years garden after school as this is a learning space.  

Year One 
 
In English this week, Year 1 have been looking at using adjectives to describe a 
picture and conjunctions to extend our sentences such as "and" and "because". 
We have also been practising our phonics! 
 
In Maths, we have been looking at counting backwards from 10, finding one 
more than a number and finding one less than a number! We have also been 
checking that our numbers are formed correctly. 
  

Year Two 

What a brilliant third week in year 2! In English this week, the children have 
been innovating The Cat, Bramble and Heron by changing the characters within 



the story. In maths, the children have continued looking a place value and they 
enjoyed creating Part, Part Whole diagrams. The children have had lots of fun 
in science this week, they participated in mini experiments looking at different 
materials and properties. 

 Year Three 

 
This week in year 3 we have been innovating our stores in literacy, specifically looking at speech, correct 

punctuation and subordinate clauses. 

 

For maths we have continued learning about place value, ordering and comparing numbers. 

 

We have spent our afternoons learning songs in music and have enjoyed the different warm up activities 

associated with the song. 

 

Next week we are looking forward to creating our own stories in English and the start of our art lessons.  
 

Year Four 
 
We have had an exciting week in English, innovating the story of Reilly with a new 
mythical character of their choice. We have been very impressed with the features the 
year 4 children have been using in their story writing. In maths, we have continued 
looking at place value where children have been learning to round, order and compare 
numbers. In the afternoons, we imagined that we were at Bristol Docks for the launch 
day of the SS Great Britain. Children became reporters and documented the day. 
Children continued to learn Mamma Mia and played the glockenspiel to the beat. 
 

Year Five 
 
This week we have continued our place value unit in maths by using the power of 10s 
to find and count patterns. We have also been rounding to the nearest 10, 100, 1000 
and 10,000. We have continued to strengthen our times tables knowledge by learning 
them to music - the 8x table to Rolling In The Deep is the favourite so far! 
 
In English we have been innovating our warning tale by changing the characters and 
settings and developing our use of fronted adverbials and dialogue. The Year Five 
teachers are enjoying reading stories about abandoned houses, imposing mountains 
and collapsing caves.  
 
In RE this week, we have learnt about Sikhism. We have discussed the meaning of 
commitment and what we are committed to. We found out about the Khalsa and the 5 
Ks and have discussed how Sikhs show commitment to their religion, including talking 
about how Sikhs took part in WW1. 
 

Year Six 

This week has been another very busy week in year six. 



Firstly, I would like to thank you all for your support and settling the children into 
year six.  It has been evident that pupils have started with a great attitude to 
learning and they are impressing us with their high standards. 

In Maths this week we have been using our knowledge of shape and space to 
plot co-ordinates on a four-quadrant grid. Pupils have been linking these 
important maths skills to applications in the world such as field geography. It is 
great to see their increasing confidence throughout the week. 

In English we have been modifying our canal stories by adding exciting settings 
and plot twists. We have been learning a range of features that they can use in 
their stories, such as prepositions, parenthesis and different clauses. We are 
very much looking forward to the big write next week. 

As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask. 

 

 

1RD/KS  Oliver  

1CT  Dexter   

1SS  Reuben   

2EA  Sophia   

2AH/CB  Rihanna  

2EC  Darragh   

3AW  Nicolas  

3HT  Rosie  

3MT/DP  Sophia  

4RF  George B  

4NM  Ella   

4CW  Aidan   

5CT  Reece  

5SB  Thomas   

5GS  Austin T  

6OE  Regan  

6SS/JB  Isabelle C  

6AO  Shannum  

 
 



  
 

Dear Parents/Guardians 
  

During the Parents’ Evening next week we will be holding a Book Fair in the 
school hall. Unlike previous years the book fair will be cashless and we will 

using a phone payment method. This 
Is highlighted on the poster below. 

  

                                    
Parents and children can come and look at the books and decide which they 
will purchase and they can then make phone orders in the Studio adjacent to 

the hall. Staff will be on hand during the book fair to assist with this process. We 
look forward to seeing you then. 

  
St Ursula’s Reading Team 



 

                      

Dear Parents/Carers  

  
Just like the Japanese martial art, Reading Karate is about practising a skill and 
working your way up through a series of coloured belts. This will encourage and 
inspire your child to read regularly at home helping them to achieve all the 
different coloured bands. It’s going to be great fun; it will boost your child’s self-
image as a reader as well as developing their reading skills and strategies.   

 Parents and children will need to write their reads into their reading 
planner and it will be checked in school and counted up   

 Only one read can be recorded per day  

 Parents MUST sign each read in the reading diary for it to count as a 
read (Exceptions for Year 6 – see table below)  

  

Number of Reads  Karate Band Colour  Earliest date band can be achieved  

20  White  23/09/19  

40  Yellow  13/10/19  

60  Orange  02/11/19  

80  Green  22/11/19  

100  Blue  12/12/19  

120  Purple  12/01/20  

140  Red  21/01/20  

160  Brown  10/02/20  

180  Black  01/03/20  

220  Bronze  10/04/20  



260  Silver  20/05/20  

300  Gold  29/06/20  

  

  

Reception  

·      Sharing a book with an adult 
at home counts as a read  

·      This could be your school 
reading book, library book or a 
bedtime story  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

Years 1 and 2  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read  

·      A read should last for at least 10 minutes  

·      An adult must sign your reading record  

·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 3, 4 and 5  

·      Sharing your levelled reading 
book with an adult at home (or 
for weekend reads, a book from 
home) counts as a read  

·      A read should last for at least 
15 minutes  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record book  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

   

Year 6  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read as well as 
an independent read  

  

·      A read should last for at least 15 minutes  

·      Pupils can record their reading in their 
reading records themselves. They have been 
shown model examples of what this should 
look like. Please see the class teacher if 
unsure  

·      Only one read per day counts  

  

  

When your child has achieved the correct amount of reads for their level, they 
will need to show their reading diary to the class teacher or TA. They will then 
be presented with a coloured reading band. Once they achieve the next level 
reading band they will exchange their band for the next colour. This will 
continue until your child becomes a Reading Karate Master!   



Happy reading everyone!  

St Ursula’s Reading Team  

 
 
PE Days: 
      Monday PM: Yr 5 
      Tuesday AM: Yr 1 
      Tuesday PM: Yr 4 
      Wednesday AM: EYFS 
      Wednesday PM: Yr 6 
      Thursday AM: Yr 2 
      Thursday PM: Yr 3 
  

 Clubs: 
 Don't miss out on XPRO rugby after school clubs for both ks1 and ks2 pupils running this 

term. Visit www.xprocoaching.com 

Home | Xprorugby 

Bespoke rugby coaching from professional players. RFU level 3. Rugby Camps 

www.xprocoaching.com 

 to book your place. If you have any questions regarding this club please speak to Mr Philip.  

  
  
  

 Mindfulness After School Club, starts Wednesday 18th, September from 3:30-

4:30pm. For further info, or to book your child’s place, please contact Tamzin on 

07919990804 

                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=0c9e6594ce&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=34f4d1ee0b&e=3c661ce282


 
 
 

A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame 

before school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once inside 

the school gates. 

 

Message from the AG's 
 
Hi All 
  
By the end of this week we have six new amazing fresh faces for school council 
to help our school. One of our candidates has expressed her feeling by saying 
“I want to make people think school is a better place and help set a good 
example”. The prizes for the school have been filling the children with 
anticipation and it has been filling the air with excitement but we can assure as 
soon as the prizes arrive the swap shop will be all up and running. Also this 
week we have had a new type of way to encourage all the pupils in the school 
to get more into sports by doing leagues, so you can now make your own teams 
and play others. Thank you for tuning in this week. Hope to see you next week. 
  
Bye 
  
From the AG’s 
  
  
  

Attendance:                                                   

 
    
                                                                          



School Attendance: Our whole school attendance is 97.98% this week, this is 
above our 97% target.   
  
Classes with 100% attendance this week: 1A, 2A, 2B, 3B & 4C 
- Congratulations  
Class with 99% attendance this week: 1B – Well done  
Classes with 98% this week: 1C, 4B & 5C – Well done  

  

Best year Group attendance this week: Year 1 with 99% - Awesome!  
      
  
   

 School Information 

  
Please see the behaviour policy on the website which explains our approach in full: 
  

https://stursulasacademy.e-
act.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-2018.pdf 
 
 
  

Absence Requests 

 
It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know that 
your child may be off during term time.  10 days’ notice is the requirement but 
we appreciate that from time to time children may need to attend emergency 
appointments which cannot be helped.  
 
Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so 
please do not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding 
processes and procedures.  If parents provide the correct information, we can 
ensure the correct marks are entered on your child's registration document 
which is a legal document.  
 
  
   

Concerns or Issues 

 
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the 
office know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The office 
will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  
 
 

Children Who Arrive Late 
 
Children who arrive late to school (currently 8:51am onwards) must be 
accompanied by an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=1ac6dd54f2&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=1ac6dd54f2&e=3c661ce282


  
 

Medication 
 
Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It 
must be handed into the office. 
  
 
 
   
   
  

 
24/25/26 September 2019 Years 1-5 Parents Evenings 

4 October 2019 Inset Day 

15 October 2019 
Year 4 multiplication tables test talks to parents 9am and 

2.45pm in the hall. Further information to follow. 

16 October 2019 
Year 2 KS1 SATs talk to parents 9am and 2.45pm in the 

hall. Further information to follow. 

17 October 2019 
Year 1 phonics talks to parents 9am and 2.45pm in the 

hall. Further information to follow. 

17 October 2019 EYFS opening evening for prospective parents 6pm 

4 November 2019 Inset Day 

14 November 2019 
Whole school parents open morning. Further information 

to follow. 

25 November 2019 EYFS opening morning for prospective parents 9.30am 

26 November 2019 EYFS parents evening. Further information to follow. 

28 November 2019 EYFS parents evening. Further information to follow. 

  

 

 

  

 

  



 

 

    
  

 



  

 

 


