
 

  

Friday 11th October 2019 
 
 
Hello Everyone, 
  
We have had a very eventful week capped by a brilliant day supporting world 
mental health day.  We are very proud to be developing our approaches to 
supporting our staff and children with their mental health. It is really important 
that in today’s society we are offering all we can to develop children’s 
emotional literacy. With this in mind each teacher will be conducting a morning 
check in to discuss how the children are feeling and reduce their anxieties. 
  
This also follows on from a truly inspiring inset day that we had on Friday with 
L30 about a restorative justice (RJ) approach to supporting relationship 
management across the school. Please feel free to look into this more by 
following this link https://l30relationalsystems.co.uk/childrens-services/  
 
We are hoping that the development of this system within school will promote 
healthy relationships and allow the children to be more able to have ownership 
of their behaviour and the consequences by communicating what they were 
thinking at the time, how it made others feel, how they can make it right and 
ensure it doesn’t happen again and what they feel the consequence of their 
own behaviour should be. 
  
We had a visit from our new Regional Educational Director (Sarah Flannigan) 
on Wednesday and she was very pleased with all of the amazing work the 
school is doing. She made special mention to how well all of our new staff 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=5f7444ba8c&e=3c661ce282


have settled in and was impressed with the early introduction of RJ and seeing 
the process with children. She also commented very positively on the new 
developments and provision across the early years. 
  
On the schools AIP (Academy Improvement Plan) this year we are really 
focussing on reading and boosting the children’s love of reading and ability to 
unpick a text and what the writer was intending for them to infer. Thank you 
for all of the book donations received to date but please note there is still room 
in our library for more books so any further donations would be gratefully 
received.  Thank you to all of the volunteers we have currently; we really 
appreciate your support. We are always looking for further help so if you are 
interested please contact the school office. Please continue to read with your 
child(ren) daily as this makes a huge difference to their rate of progress. 
  
We have had another great week on the sporting front with some excellent 
performances in the cross country and football again his week. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
  
Best wishes, 
Mr Arthur. 
  

                                                     

  

 

 
  
Reception  
 
This week have been busy learning the story of the Little Red Hen, we 
practise telling the story aurally and with actions and can retell it quite 
independently now. We have talked a lot about story structure and 
characters in stories. We used collage to make puppets of the characters 
and worked together on a collaborative art piece using different tools to 
make marks with paint and created a farm barn for our our galleries. We 
explored mixing materials and all helped to make some salt dough which we 
had to mix and knead like the Little Red Hen in the story, then we made it 
into bread shapes to use in our Little red Hen role play. In Maths we used 2d 
and 3d shapes to build farms and animal homes, thinking about how shapes 
connected and which ones made good homes. We have started to learn new 
sounds this week in phonics, 's' and 'a'. The children have been practising 
saying, hearing and identifying it in words and also writing the graphemes. 



There is a lot to think about when learning these skills. We practise drawing 
anticlockwise circles on big paper as this helps our brains to draw the letters 
in the correct way. Thank you to everyone who has been reading with their 
child everyday, we would like this to become the expectation and we will be 
hoping that the children are well on their way to receiving their first karate 
band for twenty reads. If you would like any more information about reading 
please speak to your class teacher. 
 
Year One 
 
Year 1 have been inventing their own stories this week! We used a story 
mountain to help plan our stories and then we wrote them making sure we 
used capital letters and full stops. 
In maths, we have been looking at place value and partitioning numbers into 
tens and ones. We used numicon to help us. 
In Topic, we looked at where Northern Ireland  was on a map and key 
landmarks you might find in Northern Ireland. We also started PSHE this 
week and discussed feeling safe in school, how we can make others feel 
safe and what to do if we don’t feel safe.  
   
Year Two  
 
Another fantastic week we have in year two. In English this week, the 
children have been innovating a set of instructions about how to hide gold. In 
maths, the children explored representing numbers in different ways and 
have started to look at data and statistics. In D&T, the children have been 
creating 1980’s inspired t-shirt designs and have learnt how to sew pieces of 
felt together using a running stitch. 
 
 
Year Three 
 
In year 3 this week we have been continuing our work around non-
chronological reports. The children have enjoyed thinking and writing about 
their own dragons. In maths we have been learning about number lines and 
using them to add and subtract. In the afternoons we have been learning 
about magnets and forces in our science lessons. The children particularly 
enjoyed our experiment learning how an object moves along different 
surfaces. 
 
On Monday we will be going on our trip. Please make sure permission slips 
have been returned in time otherwise children will not be able to attend. 
 
Year Four 
 
We've had another exciting week in Year 4! In English, the children have 
been writing newspaper reports on an unusual creature arriving at Bristol - 
some of these included flying hedgehogs and camels with frog legs. We 



thought carefully about our quotations, some of these were speaking with 
people who were very interested and excited about the arrival of a new 
creature. We also created quotes from scientists and vets raising their 
concerns. In math, we have been looking at exchanging and borrowing 
numbers in addition and subtraction. In the afternoons, we have finished our 
silhouettes - which are looking bright and beautiful. We also enjoyed Mental 
Health Day, where we completed a range of activities: emoji math, yoga, 
music and expressing our emotions through art 
 
Year Five 
 
In English this week, Year Five have been innovating a letter from someone 
on the front line in WW1. We have begun to change features of the original 
letter by adding in extra information using parenthesis and are working hard 
to include key words and facts to make our letters authentic. 
  
In Maths we have worked on column subtraction methods and then 
recapped rounding in order to help us estimate and approximate the answer 
to questions. 
  
We have also begun our history unit of learning about WW1. We wrote a 
diary entry explaining the key events leading up to the start of the war and 
also sketched and labelled information about the trenches. 
  
On Thursday's Mental Health day we enjoyed writing poems, mindfulness 
colouring, quizzes, yoga and dance! 
 
Year Six 
  
This week year 6 have been applying their knowledge of number and place 
value to solve two step algebra questions. Pupils have been working their 
way through fluency, reasoning and problem solving questions all week to 
solidify their understanding. We have been happy with their progress. It is 
also pleasing to see many pupils improving their arithmetic scores this week 
which resulted in many gaining confidence in their maths. Keep up the good 
work! 
  
In English pupils have been planning, writing and editing their own 
explanation texts. The have included features such as causal conjunctions, 
relative clauses and specific technical language to improve their work. Next 
week we will be moving on to instructional writing, which will build on their 
knowledge even further. 
  
Hope you have all had a great week. 
  
The Year 6 Team. 



 

Message from AAG'S 

 
Update from the Ambassadors Group: 

 
The school Ambassadors Group held their first meeting of the year this 

week. We heard about the new E-ACT Regional Education Director, and 
how impressed she was by the school on a recent visit, we discussed E-

ACT’s new ‘Opening Minds, Opening Doors’ strategy, and we made a new 
work plan for the year, focussing as usual on communications, community, 

complaints and celebrating success. 
 

As part of our plan for this year we’re keen to start sharing some of the 
exciting and important things that the school and E-ACT do that parents 

don’t always get to hear about. 
This week we’d like to highlight a special ‘tea and talk’ space that the school 

set up for staff as part of yesterday’s mental health awareness day. This 
space was stocked with tea and cake (donated by AAG members and 

Aspens) and open all day, allowing staff to take a break and chat with their 
colleagues, while pupils engaged in their own awareness day activities. We 
were delighted to hear that the school are taking the time to think about staff 
wellbeing and making the school a happy place for both staff and children. 

For more information about the AAG, see our page on the school website, or 
get in touch at aag.stursulas@e-act.org.uk 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:aag.stursulas@e-act.org.uk


Message from the Associate Governor's 

 

                                 
 
 
                  

Message from the PTFA 

 

STOP PRESS....come and meet the PTFA team and join us for 
an informal chat and drinks. No pressure to join!!!!  Save the 
date Friday 11th October.  Venue to be announced. 

                                                        



Geography Day 

 
  
On the 18th October, the whole school will be taking part in Geography Day. 
Similar to International Day last year, each class will be allocated a different 
country within each of the continents and children can come in dressed in 
colours of that country's flags. Classes will be told their country nearer the 
day. We will then be taking part in activities based on the countries, as well 
as learning about ecological issues and endangered animals. It should be a 
great day to help boost our geography knowledge. 
 
Geography Day is now just a week away (Friday 18th Oct) and we are all 
looking forward to learning about new countries, ecological issues and 
endangered animals! 
Each class can come dressed in the colours of their assigned country's flag: 
 
                  1CT: China                                                4CW: New Zealand 
                  1SS :Thailand                                            4RF: Australia 
                  1RD/KS: South Korea                                4NM: New Guinea 
  
                  2EA: Kenya                                                5SB: Germany 
                  2CB/AT: Ghana                                          5GS: France 
                  2EC: Zimbabwe                                         5CT: Poland 
   
                  3HT: Canada                                            6AO: Brazil 
                  3AW: USA                                                6OE: Argentina 
                  3MT: The Bahamas                                  6SS/JP: Chile 
 

                                                                                                                   
 

          



             
           1RD/KS Nadia                2EA: Hugo                     3AW: Rory 

           1CT: Kymani                   2CB/AH: Matilda            3HT: Faith 
       1SS: Charlie                   2EC: Freddie                 3MT: Dominic  

 
 

        4RF:Dylan                       5CT: Ivy                          6OE: Maya  

   4NM: Freya                     5SB: Toby                       6SS/JB: Archie 
    4CW: Lincoln                  5GS: Greta                     6AO: Alexia    

 
 
 

                     

Well done to our raffle prize winners : 
 

Theo - 6SS - Signed rugby ball  
 

Finnlley - 1SS  - Signed ruby ball  
 

Matilda - 2CB/AH - TY Beanie cat  
 
  

Weekly Sports Round-Up   

 The last few weeks have been very busy for St Ursula’s sport.  With 7 
football fixtures being played against other local schools we have seen more 
than 40 children represent the school already this year. Next week we have 
48 children taking part in cross country along with another year 3&4 football 
event. Our year 5&6 girls netball fixtures will be starting shortly and the girls 
are very much looking forward to starting their league campaign after it was 
sadly cancelled this week due to the rain.   



  

Sports Fixtures  

Football league vs Westbury on Trym and Westbury Park  

Friendly Football vs Charborough Road  

Girls Football Vs Westbury Park  

Mixed Football Vs Westbury park  

  

St Ursula’s has lots of friendly and league fixtures arranged for this year in a 
wide variety of sports. We are always trying to increase participation and 
include as many children as possible. Last year over 200 pupils represented 
the school and we would like to make that even more this year. If any 
children are interested in representing the school please speak to Mr Philip.   

Also a massive thanks to Neill and Becky from IO Associates for sponsoring 
some new warm up fleeces for the children and staff to wear to fixtures.   

                  
  
    
 

                
 
 
 



                                                    
 
We have rescheduled the cake sale for next Wednesday (16th) and would be most 
appreciative if pupils could bring in cakes to sell on behalf of Mental Health Awareness 
on this day.  Cakes will be sold for 30p each or 4 for £1. 
 
 

                                           

  
  

*****Donations: We are looking for donations for board games, arts 
and crafts and Lego for our lunchtime club. All donations are very 

much appreciated ***** 
 

      
                                 
 
                      We still require donations of books for our school library. 
 

   
 
On Thursday 24th October the whole school will be dedicating the day to 
Black History Month. Black History Month is a national celebration and is a 
chance to promote and celebrate the contributions and impact some of the 
most influential people had on shaping our future, it also allows us to gain an 
understanding of Black history. The children will be learning about heroes 
from the past and present and the positive influence they have had 
on society, with a particular focus on females. During the day teachers will 
plan a range of activities for the children including a time for 
class discussions, art activities, diary writing and information sharing across 
year groups. Children are welcome to bring in any relevant 
books, knowledge or research to share with their class on this day. If 
any parents or relatives would like to come in and speak to the children 
about Black History please contact the office and Miss Summers will contact 
you.         
                   
 



                     
 



                      
 
 
 



                        
  
Please read below a message from a parent:  
                               
 https://www.pennybrohn.org.uk/ 
  
Penny Brohn UK is a TRULY AMAZING charity based in Pill near Bristol that 
provides free, integrative care (mind, body, spirit and emotions) to everyone 
living with cancer before, during and after treatment.  
  
I was privileged to take a part as my friend's supporter in a couple of retreats 
Penny Brohn UK offers. It was moving, beautiful and uplifting experience. As 
a way to say THANK YOU and because I was lucky enough to see and 
experience myself how transforming is this approach -  I am taking a part in 
their  fundraising event - a Sponsored Walk Stomp 2019 on Saturday 12th 
October.  
  

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=b4c13789e3&e=3c661ce282


There is more information available if you follow this link: 
  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/monika-rosinska 
  
Please support if you can and share if this resonates with you 
 
 

                  

Dear Parents/Carers  

  
Just like the Japanese martial art, Reading Karate is about practising a skill 
and working your way up through a series of coloured belts. This will 
encourage and inspire your child to read regularly at home helping them to 
achieve all the different coloured bands. It’s going to be great fun; it will 
boost your child’s self-image as a reader as well as developing their reading 
skills and strategies.   

 Parents and children will need to write their reads into their reading 
planner and it will be checked in school and counted up   

 Only one read can be recorded per day  

 Parents MUST sign each read in the reading diary for it to count as a 
read (Exceptions for Year 6 – see table below)  

  

Number of Reads  Karate Band Colour  Earliest date band can be achieved  

20  White  23/09/19  

40  Yellow  13/10/19  

60  Orange  02/11/19  

80  Green  22/11/19  

100  Blue  12/12/19  

120  Purple  12/01/20  

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=90fa7b2ecd&e=3c661ce282


140  Red  21/01/20  

160  Brown  10/02/20  

180  Black  01/03/20  

220  Bronze  10/04/20  

260  Silver  20/05/20  

300  Gold  29/06/20  

  

  

Reception  

·      Sharing a book with an adult 
at home counts as a read  

·      This could be your school 
reading book, library book or a 
bedtime story  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

Years 1 and 2  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read  

·      A read should last for at least 10 
minutes  

·      An adult must sign your reading record  

·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 3, 4 and 5  

·      Sharing your levelled 
reading book with an adult at 
home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a 
read  

·      A read should last for at 
least 15 minutes  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record book  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

   

Year 6  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read as well 
as an independent read  

  

·      A read should last for at least 15 
minutes  

·      Pupils can record their reading in their 
reading records themselves. They have 
been shown model examples of what this 
should look like. Please see the class 
teacher if unsure  



·      Only one read per day counts  

  

  

When your child has achieved the correct amount of reads for their level, 
they will need to show their reading diary to the class teacher or TA. They 
will then be presented with a coloured reading band. Once they achieve the 
next level reading band they will exchange their band for the next colour. 
This will continue until your child becomes a Reading Karate Master!   

Happy reading everyone!  

St Ursula’s Reading Team  

 
 
PE Days:  

      Monday PM: Yr 5 
     Tuesday AM: Yr 1 
     Tuesday PM: Yr 4 

     Wednesday AM: EYFS 
     Wednesday PM: Yr 6 
     Thursday AM: Yr 2 
     Thursday PM: Yr 3 

  
                                                                                           

 
 
 

 
  

Parents can continue to use the post box outside the office for any slips or forms for the 
office  

 
 



 
  
 

Wow what a great week, we are still above our school attendance target of 
97%. We are currently at 97.84%  

  
This weeks best year group attendance is: Year 2 with 98.07% 

  
Classes with 98% attendance this week goes too: 1C, 4A & 6B - Well Done!! 

  
Classes with 99% attendance this week goes too: 3A & 4C - Awesome!!  

  
Our 100% classes this week are: 2A, 2C, 3B, 5C & 6A - Congratulations !! 

Extra play. 
  

Well done and thank you for the continued support with School Attendance. 
Every day counts!! 

 
  
A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame 
before school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once 

inside the school gates. 
  

School Information 
  
Please see the behaviour policy and a child friendly version of the anti-
bullying policy on the website which explains our approach in full: 
  
https://stursulasacademy.e-
act.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-
2018.pdf 
 
https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/14/2019/09/STU-anti-bullying-child-policy_Sept-
2019.pdf 
  

Absence Requests 
 

It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know 
that your child may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the 

requirement but we appreciate that from time to time children may need to 
attend emergency appointments which cannot be helped.  

 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=30f7b09d76&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=30f7b09d76&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=30f7b09d76&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=e13c085359&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=e13c085359&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=e13c085359&e=3c661ce282


Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so 
please do not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding 
processes and procedures.  If parents provide the correct information, we 

can ensure the correct marks are entered on your child's registration 
document which is a legal document.  

  
   

Concerns or Issues 
 

Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the 
office know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The 
office will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  

 
 

Children Who Arrive Late 
 

Children who arrive late to school (currently 8:51am onwards) must be 
accompanied by an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 

  
 

Medication 
 

Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It 
must be handed into the office. 

  
 

     
 

                                    Christmas dates/news coming soon  
 
  

 14.10.19: Year 2 Trip Bath Fashion 

 14.10.19: Year 3 Local walk to Westbury on Trym 

 15.10.19: Year 4 Multiplication tables test talks to parents 9am and 
2:45pm in the hall. 



 16.10.19: Year 2 KS1 SAT’s talk to parents 9am and 2:25pm in the 
hall 

 17.10.19: Year 1 Phonics talks to parents 9am and 2:45pm in the hall 

 17.10.19: EYFS opening evening for prospective parents 6pm 

 18.10.19: Geography Day (please see information in this week’s 
bulletin) 

 21.10.19: Flu Vaccinations 

 22.10.19: Flu Vaccinations 

 24.10.19: Black History Month (please see information in this week’s 
bulletin) 

 26.10.19: SAS Beach Clean (Please see information in this week’s 
bulletin) 

 4.11.19: INSET DAY 

 5.11.19: Sibling & Individual school photos 

 14.11.19: Whole School parents morning 

 25.11.19: EYFS opening morning for prospective parents 9:30am 

 26.11.19: EYFS Parents evening (further information to follow) 

 28.11.19: EYFS Parents evening (further Information to follow) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 New menu from 7th October 2019 

 
  

 

    



 

             

  

          
  

 



  

 

  

 
 


