
 

  

Friday 18th October 2019  

Hello all,  

It has been another jam packed week in St. Ursula’s. 

Firstly, I would like to thank all of the parents who turned up to discuss the 
times table check, KS1 SATs and year 1 phonics screening. It was great to 
meet you all and discuss how we are accommodating those assessments 
into our day to day practice. 

We started the week with two great trips. Year 2 looked to contextualise 
some of their learning this term with their trip on Monday to the fashion 
museum in Bath, where they explored the history of fashion and materials. 
Year 3 took a walk around Westbury looking at the local environment in 
which we live. Thank you to all of the parent helpers who made these two 
trips possible. We would not be able to offer all of these wider curriculum 
opportunities if it weren’t for your ongoing support. 

Year 5 and 6 have been wowed and amazed by a truly magnificent WW1 
historian who came to the school with hundreds of war time resources. The 
children enjoyed dressing up and getting a more realistic understanding of 
the living and fighting conditions as well as learning about the medical 
treatments available then.  We look forward to seeing what they are inspired 
to produce in writing lessons. 

We finished the week with an amazing turn out for our very first open day for 
our 2020/21 intake. We had 70 parents turn up to see the amazing learning 
opportunities we offer the children in our school. 



The school was visited by some Headteachers from the North to see the 
excellent work the school is doing in regards to Talk for Writing, Early Years 
and Phonics. They were very impressed with what they saw and we have 
supported them with taking some best practice back to their own schools. 
 
After meeting with the class reps to discuss the schools communication it 
was agreed that any email to the school should be titled FAO and then the 
class teacher or member of staff you wish the email to go to. This will allow 
the office to more easily forward the email to the correct person. Please 
remember that any concerns need to first be discussed with your child’s 
class teacher, secondly to the Phase Leader. EYFS- Mrs Rushton, Year 1 
and 2 – Mrs Corry, Year 3 and 4 – Miss Turner, Year 5 and 6 – Mr Edwards. 

If you still have concerns please forward them to myself 

Term 1 is nearly over already: one more learning week to go and then the 
school will be shut for a week and a day. 

Kind regards, 

Mr. Jonathan Arthur 

Headteacher 

                                                    

 

  

Reception  
We have continued to get really familiar with the retelling the story of The 
Little Red Hen in many different ways, we made story maps which support 
us with knowing what comes next in the story in a picture form. We set up a 
puppet theatre and Little Red Hen bakery in our role play areas. This 
provided lots of opportunities for communication and language and 
discussion around money and time. We continued to do lots of counting, 
making sure we said one number name each time we pointed to something 
to make sure that we were being careful counters, then matched this to 
number to the numeral that represented it. We have been focusing on 
numbers 1-5 this week and really getting a good understanding of the story 
of each number (for example 5 is 4 and 1 and 2 and 3 and 5 and 0). In 
phonics we have learnt the sounds 't' and 'p' and are beginning to practise 
blending simple words with the sounds learnt so far (sat, pat, tap, at). A key 
skill in Early Years is to develop skills of independence, so we really 
encourage children to take responsibility for looking after their things and 
managing simple tasks (putting coats and wellies on), these skills could also 
be practised at home in order to ensure confidence. 
 



Year One 
This week in English, we have been learning to write sentences that have 
dictated and checking to make sure we have used capital letters and full 
stops. We have also been learning to spell the days of the week and ensure 
they start with a capital letter too! 
 
In Maths, we have been ordering numbers from smallest to greatest and 
greatest to smallest! We also identified mistakes when writing numbers and 
challenging ourselves to recognise numerals with the correct picture.  
 
In PSHE, we looked at the rights and responsibilities of being a member of 
the class and knowing how to make the class a safe place for everybody to 
learn. In Topic, we looked at where Scotland was on a map, the Scottish flag 
and key landmarks you might find in Scotland.  
 
We thoroughly enjoyed taking part in Geography days and loved learning all 
about South Korea, China and Thailand. We took part in some K-pop 
dancing, wrote our name in Chinese and created beautiful Thai elephant 
pictures!  
   
Year Two  
This week has been very exciting in Year 2. We kicked off the week with a 
fantastic trip to the Fashion Museum in Bath, where we got to try on a variety 
of costumes from the past and learn about different materials that clothes are 
made from. Throughout the week in History, we have been time-travelling 
back through the decades of 1960, 70 and 80. We even got to hear some of 
the music that was popular during these times! In Maths we have been 
recapping our knowledge of time and learning how to tell the time in 5 minute 
intervals. Our English this week has been focusing on non-fiction texts and 
learning how to write a set of instructions.  
 
Year Three 
This week in year 3 has been a busy one! 
Monday afternoon we went on our very WET school trip. We walked around 
Westbury on Trym looking at the different types of physical features in our local 
environment. In the following lessons we drew our route, then created a non-
chronological report about the local area. 
In English, we finished off our non-fiction topic and invented a non-chronological 
report about a creature we had created. In maths, we have continued with addition 
and subtraction. We have started to use column method to start adding and 
subtracting. Next week, we will be using column method with exchanging. 
In the mornings, please can all the children line up quickly and quietly when the 
whistle is blown so we are able to leave the playground promptly at 8:50. 
 
 
 
 



Year Four 
In Writing, we have reached invention week! The children have created 
newspapers about the SS Great Britain arriving back to Bristol Docks. Children have 
impressed us by including their topic knowledge in their writing. They have also 
used SPAG features learnt over the last few weeks. In Maths, we have carried on 
with regrouping in subtraction and started to tackle more problems looking at 
addition and subtraction. In the afternoons, we began our electricity topic in 
Science. We have focused on the dangers of electricity and the components which 
make a simple circuit. Next week, we are looking forward to investigating which 
materials conduct electricity.  
 
 
Year Five 
In maths this week we have worked on using the inverse operation to work out 
missing numbers and to solve multi-step problems. 
 
In English this week we have begun our Invent work and have planned and started 
writing our own letters. We are using all of the SPAG features we have learnt over 
the last few weeks as well as ensuring we use the correct lay out of a letter. 
 
On Thursday we were very lucky to have a WW1 day with our visitor Nick who 
brought lots of fantastic items and knowledge to share with us. We learnt about the 
role of animals in the war, the types of weapons used and the impact on those who 
took part and their families. 
 
Year Six 
This week in Year 6 pupils have been very busy with their learning. 

Our current history topic is WW1, so we were delighted this week to 
welcome a visitor into school to share valuable information. He brought in 
unique objects and memorabilia to provide pupils will an authentic 
experience. The children left enthusiastic and hungry to learn more about the 
events of the war. Pupils have been following up this learning with lessons 
on trenches and primary/secondary sources. 

Also this week pupils have enjoyed their Geography day. This fun filled day, 
which they were all looking forward to, included sessions on the endangered 
whale shark and the environmental issues related to the production of palm 
oil. The aim is to get the children thinking about the world that they are 
growing into, taking responsibility for its long term sustainability. 

Thank you for all of your ongoing support with reading at home and 
homework. 

Best wishes, 

The Year 6 Team. 



Message from AG'S 

 
 
 
 

Communication  

We are asking parents to fill in the survey below regarding what they would 
like to receive regarding communication from the school. 

If you would like to fill in the below link and let us know. The survey will close 
the 1st week back of term. 

Thank you to all who take part! 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y37B3VQ 

 

World Mental Health Day 

On Thursday 10th October there was a sea of yellow as all pupils and staff at 
St Ursula’s took the opportunity to raise awareness of mental health issues 
affecting many people in the world today. .Pupils were taught that Our 
mental health is just like our physical health, everybody has it, we just need 
to take care of it. 
In classes we  discussed strategies on how to maintain positive mental 
health and wellbeing in our daily lives; through exercise, eating a healthy 
diet, spending time with family and friends,  building positive relationships, 
having a hobby/interest and managing feelings and emotions rather than 
feeling overwhelmed by them.  Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
our fantastic cake sale. We are proud to say we raised £408.52 for the 
charity YOUNGMINDS which supports children and young people's mental 
health. 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=d463357403&e=3c661ce282


                                   

                     
   
                  

                            . 

 



Last Sunday Poppy Rowe played in the Golf Sixes League and 
was awarded the Captains Skills for Life medal in recognition 
of her hard work and good golf!! Well done Poppy!!  

                                           
 
 

                                                                                                                                 

              
  

         TIMES TABLE ROCKSTARS (TTRS) IS BACK! 
  
Times Table Rockstars will be returning to St. Ursula’s from Term 3. They will create 
their own rockstar character which will progress up the levels to potentially become a 
Rock Legend.  Every time a pupil plays TTRS, they will earn coins which they can then 
use to buy new outfits and props for their rockstar.  
 
In school, we will be looking to see who the rockstar class of the week will be in 
celebration assembly. The class which have the most logins per week will come up and 
rock out in front of the school with inflatable guitars and wigs. They will be represented 
on the rockstar board of fame for all to see! 
  
  

 
 
 
 



Christmas News! 
 
The school's Christmas lunch will be on Wednesday, 11th 
December.  This will coincide with Save the Children's Christmas 
Jumper Day.  If your child would like to wear a Christmas jumper on 
this day, we would ask that they bring in a money donation towards 
this charity.  The office will distribute a letter in relation to the 
school's Christmas lunch in November.  Christmas lunch payments 
will need to be made on your child's parent pay account. 
 
This year our annual pantomime will be brought directly to us by 
M&M Theatre Productions. If pupils would like to watch the 
pantomime which will be held on site on the 3rd of December, 
payments will need to be made via parent pay by Friday 22nd of 
November.  The cost of watching this production is £4 per 
child.  Should you not want your child to attend this pantomime, 
please let the class teacher or office know and alternative provisions 
will be made. 
 

                  
  



 

             
           1RD/KS: Ted A                2EA: Talhah                  3AW: Maya 

           1CT: Oliver Ke               2CB/AH: Henry            3HT: Henry J 
           1SS: Thomas B               2EC: Freddie               3MT: Emma  

 
 

        4RF: Jasmine K                5CT: Martha S              6OE: Joe R 

          4NM: Hollie                       5SB: Minnie        6SS/JB: William C 
          4CW: Eve                         5GS: Eve H          6AO: Isobel H     

 
 
 

                     

 

   WE KINDLY ASK THAT YOU MAKE SURE THAT YOUR 
CHILD COMES TO SCHOOL WITH A COAT EVERY DAY. 
THANK YOU! 
 
  



                                    

                                      
  



                                        

*****Donations: We are looking for donations for board games, arts 
and crafts and Lego for our lunchtime club. All donations are very 

much appreciated ***** 
 

      
                                 
 
                      We still require donations of books for our school library. 
 

   
 
On Thursday 24th October the whole school will be dedicating the day to 
Black History Month. Black History Month is a national celebration and is a 
chance to promote and celebrate the contributions and impact some of the 
most influential people had on shaping our future, it also allows us to gain an 
understanding of Black history. The children will be learning about heroes 
from the past and present and the positive influence they have had 
on society, with a particular focus on females. During the day teachers will 
plan a range of activities for the children including a time for 
class discussions, art activities, diary writing and information sharing across 
year groups. Children are welcome to bring in any relevant 
books, knowledge or research to share with their class on this day. If 
any parents or relatives would like to come in and speak to the children 
about Black History please contact the office and Miss Summers will contact 
you.         
                   
 



                     
 



                      
 
 
 



                        
  
 
Please support if you can and share if this resonates with you 
 
 

                  

Dear Parents/Carers  

  
Just like the Japanese martial art, Reading Karate is about practising a skill 
and working your way up through a series of coloured belts. This will 



encourage and inspire your child to read regularly at home helping them to 
achieve all the different coloured bands. It’s going to be great fun; it will 
boost your child’s self-image as a reader as well as developing their reading 
skills and strategies.   

 Parents and children will need to write their reads into their reading 
planner and it will be checked in school and counted up   

 Only one read can be recorded per day  

 Parents MUST sign each read in the reading diary for it to count as a 
read (Exceptions for Year 6 – see table below)  

  

Number of Reads  Karate Band Colour  Earliest date band can be achieved  

20  White  23/09/19  

40  Yellow  13/10/19  

60  Orange  02/11/19  

80  Green  22/11/19  

100  Blue  12/12/19  

120  Purple  12/01/20  

140  Red  21/01/20  

160  Brown  10/02/20  

180  Black  01/03/20  

220  Bronze  10/04/20  

260  Silver  20/05/20  

300  Gold  29/06/20  

  

  

 



Reception  

·      Sharing a book with an adult 
at home counts as a read  

·      This could be your school 
reading book, library book or a 
bedtime story  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

Years 1 and 2  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read  

·      A read should last for at least 10 
minutes  

·      An adult must sign your reading record  

·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 3, 4 and 5  

·      Sharing your levelled 
reading book with an adult at 
home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a 
read  

·      A read should last for at 
least 15 minutes  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record book  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

   

Year 6  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read as well 
as an independent read  

  

·      A read should last for at least 15 
minutes  

·      Pupils can record their reading in their 
reading records themselves. They have 
been shown model examples of what this 
should look like. Please see the class 
teacher if unsure  

·      Only one read per day counts  

  

  

When your child has achieved the correct amount of reads for their level, 
they will need to show their reading diary to the class teacher or TA. They 
will then be presented with a coloured reading band. Once they achieve the 
next level reading band they will exchange their band for the next colour. 
This will continue until your child becomes a Reading Karate Master!   

Happy reading everyone!  

St Ursula’s Reading Team  

 
 



 
 
PE Days:  

      Monday PM: Yr 5 
     Tuesday AM: Yr 1 
     Tuesday PM: Yr 4 

     Wednesday AM: EYFS 
     Wednesday PM: Yr 6 
     Thursday AM: Yr 2 
     Thursday PM: Yr 3 

  
                                                                                           

 
 
 

 
  

Parents can continue to use the post box outside the office for 
any slips or forms for the office  

 
 

 
 

Attendance New this week: 
 
Our whole school attendance is 97.86% which is still over our 97% target. 
 
Best year group attendance this week: Year 2 with 98.71% - Well done!! 
 
Classes with 98% attendance this week: Elmer, 1A,1C,4B,5B,5C,6A & 6C 
Classes with 99% attendance this week: Paddington,1B & 6B 
 
Classes who have 100% attendance this week: 2A & 2B - Congratulations! 
 
Thank you for your continued support with school attendance. 
  



  
A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame 
before school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once 

inside the school gates. 
  

School Information 
  
Please see the behaviour policy and a child friendly version of the anti-
bullying policy on the website which explains our approach in full: 
  
https://stursulasacademy.e-
act.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-
2018.pdf 
 
https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/14/2019/09/STU-anti-bullying-child-policy_Sept-
2019.pdf 
  

Absence Requests 
 

It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know 
that your child may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the 

requirement but we appreciate that from time to time children may need to 
attend emergency appointments which cannot be helped.  

 
Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so 

please do not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding 
processes and procedures.  If parents provide the correct information, we 

can ensure the correct marks are entered on your child's registration 
document which is a legal document.  

  
   

Concerns or Issues 
 

Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the 
office know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The 
office will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  

 
 

Children Who Arrive Late 
 

Children who arrive late to school (currently 8:51am onwards) must be 
accompanied by an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 

  
 

Medication 
Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It 

must be handed into the office. 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=2b5f4ff4f1&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=2b5f4ff4f1&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=2b5f4ff4f1&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=b7b2673fa9&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=b7b2673fa9&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=b7b2673fa9&e=3c661ce282


 

      
 

                                    Christmas dates/news coming soon  
  

 21.10.19: Flu Vaccinations 

 22.10.19: Flu Vaccinations 

 24.10.19: Black History Month (please see information in this week’s 
bulletin) 

 24.10.19: Donations to be brought in by this date for Foodbank 
collection (please see the letter emailed to parents on 18.10.19 with 

further information) 

 26.10.19: SAS Beach Clean (Please see information in this week’s 
bulletin) 

 4.11.19: INSET DAY 

 5.11.19: Sibling & Individual school photos 

 12.11.19: Odd Sock Day for Anti-bullying week (further information to 
follow) 

 14.11.19: Whole School parents morning 

 25.11.19: EYFS opening morning for prospective parents 9:30am 

 26.11.19: EYFS Parents evening (further information to follow) 

 28.11.19: EYFS Parents evening (further Information to follow) 

 11.12.19: Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day 
  



 New menu from 7th October 2019 

 
  

 

    



 

             

  

          
  

 



  

 

  

 
 


