
  

It is another Friday and another amazing week in St. Ursula’s E-ACT Academy! 
We started the week with an assembly on mental health and how we can all 
support each other in school. This will be further supported by some dementia 
assemblies in a few weeks and our Hello Yellow Day to support World Mental 
Health Day on the 10th of October (please wear yellow).  We have since had an 
inspiring group of girls who want to arrange a sale to donate to the local old 
people’s home and I quote: “We want to be a dementia friendly school!” That 
assembly also saw the launch of the Rotary Club Young Writer’s competition and 
the Story Time Super Hero competition. I have already had some amazing 
entries; I hope they keep flying in. 
 
The children continue to amaze me with their passion to improve and develop 
our school.  We have our Head and Deputy Head boys and girls supporting on 
tours and modelling behaviour; our prefects championing safeguarding and 
bullying and our Associate Governors re-launching our Rights Respecting 
Schools project and supporting a growth mindset for all. Following the successful 
launch of our card club this week, which was thought up by two pupils in lower 
key stage 2, I have now received letters from two separate groups about a 
lunch time art club and a newspaper club. So watch this space! 
 
We also democratically appointed our school council for this year through a ballot 
system which the children enjoyed voting in. Interested candidates had to make 
speeches to their year groups and hope they could convince their peers they 
were the right people for the job. We now have seven representatives – one from 
each year group and they are already flooding my desk with ideas. 
 
There was some exciting news this week when the Year 5/6 boys football team 
and the Year 5/6 and 3/ 4 football teams all secured their first wins of the season. 
It promises to be another amazing year of sport ahead. 
 



Mr Philip, Mr Osborn and Miss White all gained their Midas licences so the school 
bus will soon be on the road supporting with attendance and sporting fixtures. 
 
Thank you very much to everyone who stopped to talk and share ways we can 
improve the school in parents' evening - either face to face or on our 
questionnaires. We are really aiming for the school to be more transparent.  We 
know communication has been raised as an issue especially with the removal of 
Dojo for parents.  While this has resulted in a lot more communication coming 
through the office, I would like to clarify we are working incredibly hard to develop 
some new processes to deal with this and make communication more effective 
and will be sending out something next week to clarify what we will be using each 
of our communication methods for. In regards to the change of the bulletin to a 
Friday, this is simply my preference as I like to sum up the week on a Friday not 
a Monday. 
 
Another point raised in relation to Dojo is what is it used for/ how do children get 
rewards. Dojo points are used to reward improved effort in work and anyone seen 
to be demonstrating our school values independently i.e. create team spirit, think 
big to achieve and believe you can do the right thing. These are awarded by all 
staff and child leaders around the school and can then be used as a currency to 
trade in for some prizes that are still being delivered for a weekly swap shop run 
by the Associate Governors. 
 
We have some exciting events coming up in the next few weeks.  I have already 
mentioned Hello Yellow Day but we are also having a Black History Day and a 
Geography Day. The PTFA are also well underway planning this year’s firework 
extravaganza that plans to be as big an event as ever. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
  
Mr. Arthur 
Headteacher 
                                                      

 

 
  
Reception 
Everyone is beginning to be a lot more familiar with routines this week, it is lovely to watch 
new friendships blossom and classes becoming more familiar with each other. There is a 
lot of new ways to do things in school from nursery and expectations are different, but 
Reception children are rising to the new challenges. Everyday we continue to practise 
writing our names and are beginning to think about holding the pen correctly and using it 
with good control. Our 'Funky Fingers' workshop has been really popular, everyday children 
take part in different fun activities that are aimed at strengthening their hand muscles. We 
are starting to think about initial sounds of words and are playing a lot of games in our 
phonic sessions which help us identify what they are. This week in number we have been 



focusing on matching numeral to quantity. It has been fantastic to see that so many of you 
are reading at home with your child, we encourage this everyday, there will be a box 
available in every class for your child to place their reading record and book in in the 
morning if they would like it changed throughout the day. Thank you for recording in the 
reading record, every twenty reads they will earn a coloured karate wrist band. 
  
Year One 
This week in English we are innovating a new character in our story. We used our 
knowledge of adjectives to describe the character and made sure we used capital letters 
and full stops in our writing! 
 
In Maths, we sorted objects into groups using a Venn diagram and counting objects in a 
group.  
 
In Science, we looked at our five senses and activities that we do using them. I wonder if 
you can name all the five senses? 
 
In Topic, we looked at where Wales was on a map, the Welsh flag and key landmarks you 
might find in Wales! 
 
Year Two  
What a busy week in year two! In English this week, the children had their WOW morning, 
they learnt instructions on how to hide gold and incorporated actions to the text. In maths, 
the children explored adding 11 and 9 using a 100 square and started to look at different 
denominations of money. Also, year two have learnt the parable of ‘The Good Samaritan’ 
and used their fantastic drama skills to act out the Bible story. We are really looking forward 
to next week and starting our Fashion Flashbacks topic. 
 
Year Three 
This week, we have had a very busy week. We started our adding and subtracting unit in 
maths and have started our non-fiction topic in English - we have spent the week 
investigating dragons.   
In the afternoons, we have been looking at the celebration of Diwali and how it is 
celebrated. We wrote diary entries, thinking about how we would feel if they were a child 
celebrating Diwali.  
We are currently benchmarking all the children's reading levels - these could go up or down 
depending on where your child currently is. Please remember to read with your child every 
night! We would love to get the reading trophy in Year 3!  
 
Year Four 
We have had a busy week this week in Year 4. We have started to look at addition and 
subtraction in maths where we have been concentrating on adding two 4-digit numbers. 
We have also started looking at newspaper reports in English, focusing on the features of a 
newspaper. In the afternoons, we have continued to work on our silhouettes of Bristol 
Docks where we have designed and cut out our silhouettes. A few of us have started to 
create our sunset, sunrise and daytime backgrounds. In RE, we have written our own 
Shema about what is important to us and some of us have begun our Mezuzah to take 
home.   
 
Year Five 
This week Year 5 have started a new topic in Maths. We have been learning how to add 
and subtract by counting on and counting back and then we moved on to using the formal 
column method for addition. In English we have enjoyed learning our new text, a WW1 
letter, which we have imitated with a focus on adverbials of time and modal verbs. In 
reading we have continued to work on key skills such as summarising and inference, 



through a new text.  
Furthermore, Year 5 have completed their Science topic of Earth and Space this week. We 
have been learning about how and why we experience night and day, the movement of the 
Moon and what evidence there is for the shape of the Earth. We have thoroughly enjoyed 
this topic and there have been lots of super questions in lessons.  
 
We are looking forward to another exciting week ahead. 
 
Year Six 
This week the children in Year 6 have worked very hard. In English, we have been 
planning and writing explanation texts for the first time in year 6. We have been 
learning how to use a range of features correctly including, different types of relative 
clauses and cause conjunctions. We have been impressed with the determination and 
application of the children with their writing this week. 
In maths this week, pupils have been continuing their work around shape and angles. 
The work has been challenging but it is pleasing to see many pupils experiencing 
success working with their peers and teachers. The resilience that the children are 
showing is excellent which results in them seeing their hard work in class paying off. 
 
Hope you all have a great weekend. 
 
The Year 6 Team. 

 
  



Message from the AG's 

 
 
 

                  

Message from the PTFA 

 

STOP PRESS....come and meet the PTFA team and join us for an 

informal chat and drinks. No pressure to join!!!!  Save the date Friday 

11th October.  Venue to be announced. 

                                                        

Geography Day 

 
  
On the 18th October, the whole school will be taking part in Geography Day. Similar to 

International Day last year, each class will be allocated a different country within each of 

the continents and children can come in dressed in colours of that country's flags. Classes 



will be told their country nearer the day. We will then be taking part in activities based 

on the countries, as well as learning about ecological issues and endangered animals. It 

should be a great day to help boost our geography knowledge. 

 
 

Achievements outside of school  
                                                           

WOW....well done to Isobella for making it through to the finals of 
Young Bristol’s Got Talent!  

                                           

 
 
 
 

                                 
 



                       
 



                      
 
 
 



                        
                                 

 

 Coming up 

  

On Thursday 10th October 2019 is World  Mental Health Day.  It 
would be great as a school for us to get together to talk about good 
mental health and encourage good well-being for all our pupils and 
staff.  
 
Throughout the day pupils will be able to engage in talking about 
mental health issues through group activities, circle time activities, 
art, mindfulness, yoga, etc.  
 
On Thursday 10th October, pupils can wear yellow into school to 



show their support by donating a £1 (or how ever much they wish to 
give). Or parents can donate straight to the website via the link 
provided.  
 https://youngminds.org.uk/get-involved/how-to-

fundraise/helloyellow/   
 
Its important for us to use the day to help pupils find strategies 
should they feel anxious, stressed or upset about things they are 
finding challenging. These coping mechanisms are as important as 
identifying an issue.    
 
 
 
 
 

                                    

 

Dear Parents/Carers  

  
Just like the Japanese martial art, Reading Karate is about practising a skill and 
working your way up through a series of coloured belts. This will encourage and 
inspire your child to read regularly at home helping them to achieve all the 
different coloured bands. It’s going to be great fun; it will boost your child’s self-
image as a reader as well as developing their reading skills and strategies.   

 Parents and children will need to write their reads into their reading 
planner and it will be checked in school and counted up   

 Only one read can be recorded per day  

 Parents MUST sign each read in the reading diary for it to count as a 
read (Exceptions for Year 6 – see table below)  

  

Number of Reads  Karate Band Colour  Earliest date band can be achieved  

20  White  23/09/19  

40  Yellow  13/10/19  

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=e047859daa&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=e047859daa&e=3c661ce282


60  Orange  02/11/19  

80  Green  22/11/19  

100  Blue  12/12/19  

120  Purple  12/01/20  

140  Red  21/01/20  

160  Brown  10/02/20  

180  Black  01/03/20  

220  Bronze  10/04/20  

260  Silver  20/05/20  

300  Gold  29/06/20  

  

  

Reception  

·      Sharing a book with an adult 
at home counts as a read  

·      This could be your school 
reading book, library book or a 
bedtime story  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

Years 1 and 2  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read  

·      A read should last for at least 10 minutes  

·      An adult must sign your reading record  

·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 3, 4 and 5  

·      Sharing your levelled reading 
book with an adult at home (or 
for weekend reads, a book from 
home) counts as a read  

·      A read should last for at least 
15 minutes  

Year 6  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read as well as 
an independent read  

  



·      An adult must sign your 
reading record book  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

   

·      A read should last for at least 15 minutes  

·      Pupils can record their reading in their 
reading records themselves. They have been 
shown model examples of what this should 
look like. Please see the class teacher if 
unsure  

·      Only one read per day counts  

  

  

When your child has achieved the correct amount of reads for their level, they 
will need to show their reading diary to the class teacher or TA. They will then 
be presented with a coloured reading band. Once they achieve the next level 
reading band they will exchange their band for the next colour. This will 
continue until your child becomes a Reading Karate Master!   

Happy reading everyone!  

St Ursula’s Reading Team  

 
 
PE Days: 
      Monday PM: Yr 5 
      Tuesday AM: Yr 1 
      Tuesday PM: Yr 4 
      Wednesday AM: EYFS 
      Wednesday PM: Yr 6 
      Thursday AM: Yr 2 
      Thursday PM: Yr 3 
  
                                                                                           

 
 
 



 
 
 

A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame 

before school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once inside 

the school gates. 
  

School Information 

  
Please see the behaviour policy and a child friendly version of the anti-bullying 
policy on the website which explains our approach in full: 
  

https://stursulasacademy.e-
act.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-2018.pdf 
 
https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2019/09/STU-anti-

bullying-child-policy_Sept-2019.pdf 

  

Absence Requests 

 
It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know that 
your child may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the requirement but 
we appreciate that from time to time children may need to attend emergency 
appointments which cannot be helped.  
 
Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so 
please do not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding 
processes and procedures.  If parents provide the correct information, we can 
ensure the correct marks are entered on your child's registration document 
which is a legal document.  
  
   

 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=78d0c4930b&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=78d0c4930b&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=50bc0e2a4d&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=50bc0e2a4d&e=3c661ce282


Concerns or Issues 

 
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the 

office know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The office 
will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  

 
 

Children Who Arrive Late 

 
Children who arrive late to school (currently 8:51am onwards) must be 

accompanied by an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 
  
 

Medication 

 
Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It 

must be handed into the office. 
  
 

 
 

10 October 2019 World Mental Health Day (pupils to wear yellow) 

11 October 2019 
PTFA informal chat and drinks (details of venue to 

follow) 

15 October 2019 
Year 4 multiplication tables test talks to parents 9am and 

2.45pm in the hall. Further information to follow. 

16 October 2019 
Year 2 KS1 SATs talk to parents 9am and 2.45pm in the 

hall. Further information to follow. 

17 October 2019 
Year 1 phonics talks to parents 9am and 2.45pm in the 

hall. Further information to follow. 

17 October 2019 EYFS opening evening for prospective parents 6pm 

18 October 2019 Georgraphy Day (further information to follow) 

26 October 2019 SAS Beach Clean (details are in the bulletin) 

4 November 2019 Inset Day 

14 November 2019 
Whole school parents open morning. Further information 

to follow. 

25 November 2019 EYFS opening morning for prospective parents 9.30am 

26 November 2019 EYFS parents evening. Further information to follow. 

28 November 2019 EYFS parents evening. Further information to follow. 



 
  

New menu from 7th October 2019 

 
  

 



 

    

              

           
 



  

 

 


