
 

  

Friday 10 January 2020 

        

Dear parents and carers, 

Welcome back! It has been great to be back in school with the children this 
week hearing about all of the amazing things they have done over the 
Christmas period. I hope you all had a chance to rest and enjoy the break 
and bring in the new year. 

Can I start off the bulletin this week by thanking everyone for all of the 
incredible generosity last term. The teachers have been overwhelmed with 
all of the cards and gifts so thank you! 

On Monday we had an inset day where we saw the staff spread across the 
country in various Academies doing specific training. The teachers found 
themselves at Perry Court doing some exciting science STEM training. Our 
NQTs travelled to Birmingham to continue to receive E-ACT's high quality 
teacher training sessions and I took all of our support staff to Hartcliffe for 
some behaviour training. 

We had our final two open evenings this week for new parents where we 
saw over 100 people through the door.  It was great to see so many people 
keen to see the school and give us positive feedback at the end. So it 
promises to be another good year for pupil numbers next year. I have to give 
a special mention to Lucy, Ted, Charlotte, Maya and Izzy who attended all of 
the late night open evenings and wowed the parents with their confidence, 
articulacy and manners. It was a long boring night for them listening to me 
talk but as always they did themselves and the school proud and were a 
great advert for the school. 



I have asked the class reps to get some opinions as to whether a Nursery on 
the school site is needed/ would be used as I have had a few enquiries from 
parents. We are liaising with the local authority to see if there would be a 
need for an additional nursery in the area but we wanted to gain your views 
first. So if you have any preference please let the office know. 

I have not been able to see as many of you on the gates this week as we 
have now started our early morning and after school groups in year 6 so 
instead of being out on the gate with Mr Todd and Clara I have been doing 
booster groups with the incredible Year 6's. 

I know a few people have emailed in about the extra inset day (which is 
Friday 14 February 2020); we apologise for any inconvenience caused. We 
are allowed to take up to 10 inset days as an Academy and whilst we do not 
usually like to take that many and certainly like to have them planned the 
year before we felt this day was necessary. When I arrived late in term 5 all 
of our school insets had already been agreed. Since arriving we have been 
taking on an ambitious piece of work that has now become an exemplar for 
the Trust which we are incredibly proud of.  With this in mind and Ofsted 
looming, I felt it necessary to meet all together and finalise some of the more 
difficult details that take longer than our staff meetings allow. Apologies 
again for any inconvenience caused adding this inset day mid-way through a 
year. 

Thank you and have a great weekend. 

  

Mr. Jonathan Arthur 

Headteacher 

 

 
  

Reception 

This week we have begun to learn our new story, The Gingerbread Man. The 
children have enthusiastically learnt to retell it and have made up actions to 
help them remember, see if they can tell it to you at home. We made salt 
dough Gingerbread Men, by mixing ingredients and observing the 
transformation of the mixture. Then we rolled, kneaded and shaped the 
Gingerbread Men before popping them in the oven to go hard. Luckily, ours 
did not run away! We will use these to decorate and help us with counting in 
Maths and some will be added to our Gingerbread Bakery role play area. In 
Maths we have focused on counting accurately and matching quantity to 
numeral. We have created story maps of the Gingerbread Man story and 



explored colour and texture effects in Art to make some wonderful river 
pictures, looking at how to make the effects of water ourselves. We have 
been recapping all phonic sounds and practising blending and segmenting 
this week and learnt two new tricky words 'no' and 'go'. A busy first week 
back! Next week Forest School will start, please make sure your child has 
their kit in school ready for this. We will be running a parent's phonics 
workshop soon and will text you details to confirm when. 

Year One 
 
What a wonderful first week back in year one! We started the week off with 
our WOW day, learning our new text, 'How the Tortoise Got His Shell'. The 
children had lots of fun designing and making their parachutes ready to test 
next week using water balloons - how exciting!  
 
In maths this week we have had a re-cap on adding and subtracting 
(crossing 10). The children are getting super confident!  
 
In science we have been learning all about animals, what they eat and their 
structure. The children had fun when there was a 'mix up' at the zoo and they 
had to group the animals based on their characteristics.  
 
After the fantasic terms we have had so far with reading and children 
collecting their karate bands, can we take this opportunity to ask that you 
keep this ongoing throughout term 3.  
 
Have a lovely weekend all.  
   

Year Two 
  
Year 2 have had a fantastic first week back at school! This week in English 
we have explored writing about personal experiences. We are doing this 
based on correspondence of pen pal letters received from Badocks Wood E-
Act Academy. In Mathematics, our students have learnt about repeated 
addition and equal grouping of objects to find a whole. These are the first 
steps to be able to effectively use multiplication in a number sentence. We 
have also started an interesting History topic called ‘Valiant Victorians’. Year 
2 students have discussed differences between rich and poor and have also 
made a fact file about Queen Victoria.  
 

Year Three 

It has been a short week this weeks with alot of changes to the daily 
routeens.  In english we have been looking at an alien invasion story on our 
imitate week. In maths we have been looking at making equal groups.  In 
geography we have been using atlases to locate continents and countries.  
Year 3 Team   
  



Year Four 

As it is a new term we have started a new topic - The Romans. To start the 
week with a WOW, we made Roman pots/bowls. In English, we've been 
learning our new warning story (Lost in the Colesseum) which is based in 
Rome. The children have been extending their knowledge of fronted 
adverbials and expanded noun phrases by looking at pictures from the 
Roman Times. In maths, we have moved on to Measurement starting with 
converting kilometres to metres. In the afternoons, we have been learning 
about Buddhism answering the enquiry question 'Is it possible for everyone 
to be happy?'. To help us with this we have read a story talking about the 
origins of Buddhism and children have learnt that there is suffering in the 
world but you can become happy again. 
 
We have also really been focusing on the importance of reading daily and 
have seen a improvement - keep it up!  
 

Year Five 

 
Year 5 have had an amazing return and start to 2020. In English, we have 
started reading the story of Beowulf. We looked at how we can include 
parenthesis to add extra information to the opening paragraphs. In maths, 
we have started our fractions topic and looked at equivalent fractions.  
 
Year Six 

This week we have been working hard on a range of different subjects 
across the curriculum. In out English lessons we have been planning and 
writing flashback stories. The childten have used a range of different settings 
for their stories and it has been a pleasure reading the range of impressive 
ideas. We have been particularly happy with the range of grammar feature 
that the children have remembered over the Christmas break. 

I would like to thank everyone who has attended our morning intervention 
groups at 8 o’clock. I would like to remind everyone that the school is going 
to provide breakfast for the children. If they would like to have some they will 
need to be at school by 7:45. 

I hope you have all had a great break, and we are excited to get started with 
Term 3. 
 
Regards the Year 6 Team 

 

 

  

  



                                   



                            

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Message from AGs 

 

 



                      

 

Considerate parking 

A polite reminder to park with consideration to all parents and carers 

during school drop off and pick up. We have a few parents/carers who 

have blue badges that struggle to find parking spaces near to the 

school gates. As blue badge holders they have permission to park on 

double yellow lines, so can all non blue badge holders please refrain 



from parking on double yellow lines. The zigzag areas need to be kept 

clear at all times to ensure the safety of pupils and adults. Thank you. 

 

                       

  

1A - Amaya                            1B - Nuala                        1C - Seth 

2A - Barney                            2B - Oliver H                    2C - Jersey 

3A - Ethan B                           3B - Blake                        3C - Seth 

M 

4A - Jacob                              4B - Leo B                        4C - Zac H 

5A - Isabel                              5B - Jaydon W                 5C - 

Imogen 

6A - Hada M 
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WE KINDLY ASK THAT YOU MAKE SURE THAT YOUR CHILD 

COMES TO SCHOOL WITH A COAT EVERY DAY. 

THANK YOU! 
                                      

                        
***Donations: We are looking for donations for board games, arts and 

crafts and Lego for our lunchtime club. All donations are very much 

appreciated *** 

 

                                 

  We still require donations of books for our school library. 



 
                  
 

         

       

               

Dear Parents/Carers  
Just like the Japanese martial art, Reading Karate is about practising a skill and 

working your way up through a series of coloured belts. This will encourage and 

inspire your child to read regularly at home helping them to achieve all the different 

coloured bands. It’s going to be great fun; it will boost your child’s self-image as a 

reader as well as developing their reading skills and strategies.   



 Parents and children will need to write their reads into their reading planner 

and it will be checked in school and counted up   
 Only one read can be recorded per day  
 Parents MUST sign each read in the reading diary for it to count as a read 

(Exceptions for Year 6 – see table below)  

  

Number of Reads  Karate Band Colour  Earliest date band can be achieved  

20  White  23/09/19  

40  Yellow  13/10/19  

60  Orange  02/11/19  

80  Green  22/11/19  

100  Blue  12/12/19  

120  Purple  12/01/20  

140  Red  21/01/20  

160  Brown  10/02/20  

180  Black  01/03/20  

220  Bronze  10/04/20  

260  Silver  20/05/20  

300  Gold  29/06/20  

  

  

Reception  
·      Sharing a book with an adult at 

home counts as a read  
·      This could be your school 

reading book, library book or a 

bedtime story  
·      An adult must sign your 

reading record  
·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 1 and 2  
·      Sharing your levelled reading book with an 

adult at home (or for weekend reads, a book 

from home) counts as a read  
·      A read should last for at least 10 minutes  
·      An adult must sign your reading record  
·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 3, 4 and 5  
·      Sharing your levelled reading 

book with an adult at home (or for 

weekend reads, a book from home) 

counts as a read  
·      A read should last for at least 

15 minutes  
·      An adult must sign your 

reading record book  
·      Only one read per day counts  
   

Year 6  
·      Sharing your levelled reading book with an 

adult at home (or for weekend reads, a book 

from home) counts as a read as well as an 

independent read  

 ·      A read should last for at least 15 minutes  

·      Pupils can record their reading in their 

reading records themselves. They have been 

shown model examples of what this should look 

like. Please see the class teacher if unsure  
·      Only one read per day counts  



  

When your child has achieved the correct amount of reads for their level, they will 

need to show their reading diary to the class teacher or TA. They will then be 

presented with a coloured reading band. Once they achieve the next level reading 

band they will exchange their band for the next colour. This will continue until your 

child becomes a Reading Karate Master!   
Happy reading everyone!  
St Ursula’s Reading Team 

 

  

                      ******UPDATED PE DAYS****** 

                                                                  
  

      Monday PM: Yr 4 
     Tuesday AM: Yr 1 
     Tuesday PM: Yr 6 

     Wednesday AM: EYFS 
     Wednesday PM: Yr 5 
     Thursday AM: Yr 2 

     Thursday PM: Yr 3 

                                                                                       
 
 

 
  

Parents can continue to use the post box outside the office for any slips 

or forms for the office  
 

  
  
A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame before 

school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once inside the school 

gates. 
  

School Information 
  
Please see the behaviour policy and a child friendly version of the anti-bullying 

policy on the website which explains our approach in full: 



  
https://stursulasacademy.e-

act.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-2018.pdf 

 

https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2019/09/STU-

anti-bullying-child-policy_Sept-2019.pdf 
  

Attendance News 

Whole school attendance 97% 

This is great as we have hit our school target of 97% again. 

Class 1C and 2B had 98% 

Class 2A had 99% 

Class 1A and 2C had 100% 

Year 2 had the best attendance this week at 98% 

Well done to you all!  

 

 

Absence Requests 
 
It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know that your 

child may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the requirement but we 

appreciate that from time to time children may need to attend emergency 

appointments which cannot be helped.  

 

Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so please 

do not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding processes and 

procedures.  If parents provide the correct information, we can ensure the correct 

marks are entered on your child's registration document which is a legal document.  
 
   

Concerns or Issues 
 
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the office 

know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The office will 

forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  
 
 

Children Who Arrive Late 
 
Children who arrive late to school (currently 8:51am onwards) must be accompanied 

by an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 

  
 

 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=d39629026c&e=a843f92559
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=d39629026c&e=a843f92559
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=7d9ae1525d&e=a843f92559
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=7d9ae1525d&e=a843f92559


Medication 
 

Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It 

must be handed into the office. All medication should be in the original box, 

with the patient information leaflet and a suitable measuring spoon or syringe 

should also be provided. 
 
  

     
  
  

 15.1.20 - Phonics Workshop for reception parents 9.30-
10.00 

 31.1.20 - Year 2 Wild Place Trip 

 14.2.20 - INSET day 

 5.3.20/9.3.20 (dependent upon class)Year 6 Harry Potter 
Trip 

 15.5.20-17.5.20 Year 5 Isle of Wight Trip 

  
  

 

    



 

             

  

          
 

 



  

 

 



 

 


