
 

  

 
Friday 15th November 2019 
 
Dear parents and carers, 

Week 2 was certainly a week full of events. We started the week with our 
remembrance assembly where I set the challenge to all of the children to 
design a poppy; this will form an ambitious display inspired by the tower of 
London display from a few years ago to adorn our hall. 

On Tuesday, we  backed the anti-bullying campaign, a campaign very close 
to our thoughts at all times. We again emphasised the STOP campaign 
thought up by the children and how we are all responsible for ensuring our 
school community is a safe and happy one. STOP:  Several Times On 
Purpose – Start Telling Other People. 

We had another successful evening of sport on Monday which resulted in 
our boys' football team retaining their place at the top of the league with two 
more convincing performances.  If they continue this form we could be 
seeing a league title coming back to St Ursula’s. Thank you to Mr Phillip, Mr 
Telford, Mr Davies and Miss Rioch for their continuing efforts and time given 
by them before school, during the day, at lunch and break times and after 
school to ensure that our children are exposed to the very best sporting 
opportunities.  This was followed up by our girls' netball team ending the 
night unbeaten and finishing with a win and a draw in their first round of 
matches. We are all very proud of all of their efforts, sportsmanship and 
support of each other while representing the school. 



On Thursday, we welcomed all of you into the school to be taught by your 
children. Other than the wet weather the morning was a great demonstration 
of all of the children’s continued hard work this year and a great reminder of 
all the amazing progress they are making and what a credit they are to you. 
Thank you for all of the positive comments we received; the children loved 
the opportunity and they are looking forward to the next time. 

It was unfortunate that our Roadshow was cancelled on Wednesday but a 
new one has been arranged for the 3rd of December and this time we will be 
hosting the parents presentation at St Ursula’s as we explained how 
prominent you parent voice was and we wanted you to have the opportunity 
to be heard. 

It has been brought to our attention that some clarity is being sought for all of 
our amazing rewards we offer the children. 

St. Ursula’s Rewards 

At St. Ursula’s it is our aim to make the behaviour process at St Ursula’s 
supportive and positive and  use the restorative justice approach to address 
any behaviour issues that arise.  Also, rather than continually reminding 
children of what to do we praise and reward the exceptional behaviour we do 
see a lot of. 

We have linked the E-ACT and St Ursula’s values together to make them 
more prominent in all that we do: 

-        Believe we are doing the right thing 

-        Create team spirit 

-        Thinking big to achieve the best we can 

These interwoven values are rewarded in a variety of ways such as dojo 
points, certificates, trophies etc.  See below for more detail. 

Dojo points (DPs) are awarded for: The behaviour board is used for: 

Work (DPs should be evident in 
children’s books to reward good work) 

Behaviour 

Effort Attitudes 

  

Values E-ACT (Think Big, Do the 
Right Thing; Team Spirit;  British 
Value; Rights Respecting Schools 
and St. Ursula’s Values (Achieve, 
Believe, Create) 

Every class has a behaviour board and each level reached going up the 
board toward ‘Infinity and Beyond’ earns more dojo points than the level 



below.  Should a child reach the highest level i.e. ‘Infinity and Beyond’ as 
well as dojo points they receive a certificate and a small prize.  Dojo points 
are collected and then ‘cashed in’ at the school’s Swap Shop. 

Swap Shop 

This is open and run by the Associate Governors on a Friday 
afternoon.  Children come and choose what to spend their Dojo points 
on.  There are some fantastic prizes on offer! 

Star of the Week Certificates 

These are rewarded to one child in each class during Friday’s celebration 
assembly.  These go to those children, who have over the week, 
demonstrated the E-ACT/St. Ursula’s values.  At the end of that particular 
Friday, they are invited to have juice and biscuits with the 
Deputies/Headteacher and to play games. 

Reading 

As well as individuals receiving reading karate bands for reading regularly at 
home, a reading trophy will be awarded every week to the class with the 
highest percentage of home reading. 

READING banners are also present in every classroom and when the whole 
class has read overnight the class peg moves down the lettering.  When it 
gets to G the class/ teacher decides on a reading-based prize for the 
children. 

Writing 

At the end of each ‘Talk for Writing’ three week cycle each class teacher will 
select a Big Write piece to be read out in assembly and pegged up on a 
display board. 

Pen Licences 

Pen licences with their associated pens are awarded weekly in the Friday 
celebration assembly to those children who have met the strict criteria - we 
have two pen types.  Glittery pencils are given out in Key Stage 1 (years one 
and two). 

Attendance 

At the end of each term, a £5 WHSmith voucher will be awarded to the name 
appearing on the raffle ticket pulled out for each year group.  Raffle tickets 
are awarded weekly to all children whose attendance is at 97+% or whose 
attendance has improved upon the previous week. 
There is also an EXCELLENT display in all classrooms and every time all the 
children are in on time they move down the display. When they get to the T a 
class prize can be decided. 
  



 

Year 1 Christmas performance 

I know there has been some shared disappointment about the year 1s not 
being part of the Christmas performance this year. This decision was made 
due to a number of concerns raised last year in regards to parents not being 
able to see their children and the Year 1s only being present to join in the 
songs. We felt a better way to offer them some actual production time was to 
offer Years 1-5 the opportunity to present in a class display throughout the 
year and this way they get more opportunity to present and be the stars of 
the show. Dates and times for each year group will follow. 

School Therapy Dog 

We are also very excited to announce that we have been doing some 
considerable research into acquiring a therapy dog for the school.  As you 
are aware, the school is focusing more on the mental health and well-being 
of our children and when discussing both with the children and SLT the 
notion of therapeutic animals came up as a popular option to support with 
this. This has been passed through our E-ACT Operations and Regional 
Educational teams who are keen for us to explore this. 

We have done a lot of research into the benefits into having a therapeutic 
animals in school (a therapy dog), and the positive impact it has for all 
children, not just those who would access the therapy.  There are obvious 
risks that we are beginning to assess (allergies, insurance etc), and we are 
in contact with a number of schools throughout Bristol who have embedded 
therapy pets in their schools. But we appreciate this is a big decision and 
would appreciate parental feedback before any final decisions are made.  If 
you have any concerns regarding a therapy animal being based in school, 
then please contact the school office at ReceptionURS@e-act.org.uk with 
the subject RE: Therapy Dog. 

Thank you and have a great weekend. 

Mr. Jonathan Arthur 
Headteacher 
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Reception  
 
This week we have been learning about 2D shapes, naming and describing 
them using mathematical language, such as sides, corners, straight and 
curved. We have been exploring properties of shapes by building with them 
and making pictures. We continued to learn the story of 'Owl babies' and 
tried to create a story map to represent the story in pictures. We have learnt 
the sounds 'd' and 'g' this week, so look out for these when reading with your 
child and ask them to spot them, try to think of words which have them in or 
start with the sound and practise writing them too. The children are 
beginning to be able to blend sounds together to read words and also 
segment words to hear sounds so they can write them...exciting times !  
 
Year One 
  
This week Year 1 have innovated the story of the Three Little Pigs. Our new 
story included three unicorns and big bad tiger! We have been focusing on 
our capital letters, full stops and finger spaces as well as using our pre 
cursive writing.  
 
In math this week we have been using number lines to answer addition 
number sentences, making sure that we are focusing on our number 
formation as well.  
 
On Monday afternoon we had a Remembrance Day art lesson reminding us 
of the importance of this day. We have continued our Science topic this 
week, focusing on properties of materials and why items are made out of 
certain materials. On Friday afternoon we are celebrating Children in Need 
with some Pudsey Bear art! 
 
Well done year 1, a very busy week! 
   
Year Two  
 
What another busy week in year 2. In English the children have been 
innovating 'The Magic Paintbrush' by changing the main character and other 
elements within the story. During maths this week, the children have been 
working on number bonds to 10, 20 and 100 within fact families. In science 
we have been exploring micro-habitats for different mini-beasts and 
investigated the habitat of woodlouse using choice chambers. We are 
looking forward to children in need on Friday.  



 

Year Three 

 
In Year 3 this week we have enjoyed learning about some important National 
events.  On Monday we learnt about Remembrance Day and made poppies to go 
on our school art installation. On Tuesday we took part in 'Anti-bullying day' by 
talking about celebrities who have been bullied and designing odd socks for them! 
 
In Science we have continued learning about Rocks. This has included looking at 
how fossils were made and what a Paleontologist does. 
 
In English we have been writing innovated versions of our Portal Story 'Elf Road' 
using fronted adverbials, and in Maths we have continued to work on mastering 
column subtraction. 
 

Year Four 

 
In English, we have enjoyed changing the characters of our legend. The children 
have impressed us with their character and setting descriptions using expanded 
noun phrases. In Maths, we have been focusing on a new times table each day, and 
tackling a range of problems. In the afternoons, the children have began their new 
Science topic (States of Matter) where they have learnt the difference between the 
different states, and how they are made up of tiny particles. The children enjoyed 
taking part in a mini experiment to prove whether air has mass.    
 

Year Five 

 
In year 5 this week we have been innovating the fable 'the boy who cried wolf'. The 
children have been using prepositional phrases to help innovate their work. In 
Maths, the children have been identifying prime numbers and the prime factors of 
a given number. We have also looked at square and cubed numbers. In the 
afternoons we have been looking at whether the Christmas story is true and what 
evidence can support this.  
 
Year Six  

In Art this week we have been studying the work of Escher, who specialised 
in using his background in Mathematics and Science to create tessellated 
patterns. Once the pupils understood the basic techniques, it was pleasing to 
see pupils progress to make interesting repeating patterns using a range of 
their own ideas. What was particularly pleasing to see was the way the 
pupils linked their previously learnt knowledge in History on the First World 
War to make connections to the life of Escher. 



We look forward to sharing the finished pieces of art with the school very 
soon. 

We hope you have had a great week. 

                                                                                                                         
                    

                      

                    

              
       1CT : Joe                                         2EA : Summar                            3HT : Ellie  
       1SS: Annabel                                       2EC : 
Alex                                       3MT : Lily  
       1RD/KS: Alexis                                     2CB   : 
Safiah                                 3AW : Flynn  
 
 
      4CW : Cooper                                    5CT : 
Tom                                         6AO : Harry  
      4NM : Harley                                      5GS : 
Eva                                         6OE : Alin  
      4RF : Harsha                                      5SB : 
Matilda                                   6SS/JP : Mason 
  

 
  



 
  

 

PTFA NEWS  

The PTFA are holding their annual AGM on 22nd November 2019. This will 
be at the school and will commence at 8pm. We have all witnessed and 
been to the incredible events the PTFA host and organise and they are 
always looking for more support and volunteers to help them. The more help 
they get the bigger the events they hold can be and the more benefit the 
children in our school receive from the incredible amount of money they 
raise. 

Our after school choir club will be singing in this event : 
 

 
 



               
                                                                                      

 
Christmas Lunch will be served on Wednesday 11th December. No 

Salad bar will be available on this day so anyone not having 
Christmas dinner will need to bring a packed lunch. Letters will be 
coming home with your children on Monday. All children need to fill 
out a slip and return it to school by Thursday 5th December. Please 

be aware that   the meal originally planned for Wednesday 11th 
December will now be    served on Tuesday 10th December. 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                       

   
 

                          
                    
 
                             



          
          
                   
                             

                

New for November!   Scrape! rattle! crash!  ……… ting! 
 
 Join our Junior Percussion Ensemble for 7-12 year olds, where you can 
learn and develop your percussion skills on tuned and un-tuned instruments 
from across the percussion family.  We will explore a wide range of styles, 
including orchestral, samba and junk percussion! 

Junior Percussion Ensemble starts on Wednesday 6 November, 4.30-
5.30pm at Music Centre West, Stanton Road, Southmead, BS10 
5SJ.  Come along for a free taster session and get the next 5 sessions 
for £15. 



For further information and booking visit our 
website www.bristolplaysmusic.org/junior-percussion or call 0117 204 
7140.  For details of all musical opportunities provided by Bristol Plays Music 
please visit www.bristolplaysmusic.org. 

 
 
  

 WE KINDLY ASK THAT YOU MAKE SURE THAT YOUR CHILD 
COMES TO SCHOOL WITH A COAT EVERY DAY. 
THANK YOU! 
                                      

                                        

*****Donations: We are looking for donations for board games, arts 
and crafts and Lego for our lunchtime club. All donations are very 

much appreciated ***** 
 

      

                                 
  We still require donations of books for our school library. 
 
                  
 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=ee645d1958&e=3c661ce282
tel:0117%20204%207140
tel:0117%20204%207140
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=1d18899183&e=3c661ce282


         
                  
 

  

Dear Parents/Carers  

Just like the Japanese martial art, Reading Karate is about practising a skill 
and working your way up through a series of coloured belts. This will 
encourage and inspire your child to read regularly at home helping them to 
achieve all the different coloured bands. It’s going to be great fun; it will 
boost your child’s self-image as a reader as well as developing their reading 
skills and strategies.   



 Parents and children will need to write their reads into their reading 
planner and it will be checked in school and counted up   

 Only one read can be recorded per day  

 Parents MUST sign each read in the reading diary for it to count as a 
read (Exceptions for Year 6 – see table below)  

  

Number of Reads  Karate Band Colour  Earliest date band can be achieved  

20  White  23/09/19  

40  Yellow  13/10/19  

60  Orange  02/11/19  

80  Green  22/11/19  

100  Blue  12/12/19  

120  Purple  12/01/20  

140  Red  21/01/20  

160  Brown  10/02/20  

180  Black  01/03/20  

220  Bronze  10/04/20  

260  Silver  20/05/20  

300  Gold  29/06/20  

  

  

Reception  

·      Sharing a book with an adult 
at home counts as a read  

Years 1 and 2  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read  



·      This could be your school 
reading book, library book or a 
bedtime story  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

·      A read should last for at least 10 
minutes  

·      An adult must sign your reading record  

·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 3, 4 and 5  

·      Sharing your levelled 
reading book with an adult at 
home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a 
read  

·      A read should last for at 
least 15 minutes  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record book  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

   

Year 6  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read as well 
as an independent read  

  

·      A read should last for at least 15 
minutes  

·      Pupils can record their reading in their 
reading records themselves. They have 
been shown model examples of what this 
should look like. Please see the class 
teacher if unsure  

·      Only one read per day counts  

  

  

When your child has achieved the correct amount of reads for their 

level, they will need to show their reading diary to the class teacher or 

TA. They will then be presented with a coloured reading band. Once 

they achieve the next level reading band they will exchange their 

band for the next colour. This will continue until your child becomes 

a Reading Karate Master!   

Happy reading everyone!  

St Ursula’s Reading Team  

 
 
 



 

PE Days: 
  

      Monday PM: Yr 5 
     Tuesday AM: Yr 1 
     Tuesday PM: Yr 4 

     Wednesday AM: EYFS 
     Wednesday PM: Yr 6 
     Thursday AM: Yr 2 
     Thursday PM: Yr 3 

                                                                                        

  
  

Parents can continue to use the post box outside the office for 
any slips or forms for the office  

 
  

 

Communication  

We are asking parents to fill in the survey below regarding what they would 
like to receive regarding communication from the school. 

If you would like to fill in the below link and let us know. The survey will close 
the 1st week back of term. 

Thank you to all who take part! 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y37B3VQ 

  
A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame 
before school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once 
inside the school gates. 
  
School Information 
  
Please see the behaviour policy and a child friendly version of the anti-
bullying policy on the website which explains our approach in full: 
  
https://stursulasacademy.e-
act.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-
2018.pdf 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=b34b6f19db&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=74674d9e70&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=74674d9e70&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=74674d9e70&e=3c661ce282


 
https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/14/2019/09/STU-anti-bullying-child-policy_Sept-
2019.pdf 
  

Absence Requests 
 
It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know 
that your child may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the 
requirement but we appreciate that from time to time children may need to 
attend emergency appointments which cannot be helped.  
 
Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so 
please do not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding 
processes and procedures.  If parents provide the correct information, we 
can ensure the correct marks are entered on your child's registration 
document which is a legal document.  
 
   

Concerns or Issues 

 
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the 
office know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The 

office will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  
 
 

Children Who Arrive Late 

 
Children who arrive late to school (currently 8:51am onwards) must be 
accompanied by an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 
  
 

Medication 

 
Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It 
must be handed into the office. 
 
 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=af65144ab8&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=af65144ab8&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=af65144ab8&e=3c661ce282


 

 
School attendance news: 
  
Attendance News for this week:  
 
Our Whole school attendance is 97.9%, this is great as we are still above our 
97% target.  
 
Classes with 98% attendance this week: 1B,2A,3B,4A,6A & 6C 
Classes with 99% attendance this week: 1A, 3A & 4C 
 
100% Class attendance for this week: Paddington - Well done!! 
 
 
Year group with best attendance for this week: Year 1 at 98.17% - 
Amazing!!  
 
Well done to you all.  
 
Every day counts. 
 
Thank you for your continued support with school attendance.  
   
  
 
 
 
 



     
 

         Christmas dates/news coming soon  
  

  

 22.11.19: PTFA Annual AGM 

 25.11.19: EYFS opening morning for prospective parents 9:30am 

 26.11.19: EYFS Parents evening (further information to follow) 

 28.11.19: EYFS Parents evening (further Information to follow) 
   

 3.12.19 : Christmas Panto (payments due by 22.11.19) 
   

 7.12.19: Christmas Fayre (further information to follow) 

 11.12.19: Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day (payments 
due by 5.12.19) 

 17.12.19: EYFS Nativity Play 2-3pm 
 19.12.19: EYFS Nativity Play 2-3pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Lunch menu  
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