
  

 
Friday 29th November 2019  

           

Dear parents and carers, 

It is scary to think we are already half way through term 2 and that Christmas is 
a few weeks away and the performance practices, Christmas songs and 
decorations are starting to find their way out of the cupboards around the 
school. 

We are very excited about all of the amazing choir performances that are 
coming up and organised brilliantly by Mrs Bradford. 

I want to start off this week by thanking all of those who turned up to the PTFA 
AGM, it was a very positive evening and there are some exciting projects 
coming up this term to continue to raise money for the children in the school. If 
you would like to be involved please do contact Caroline Rowlands. 

We had a hugely successful second EYFS new parents tour on Tuesday.  The 
tour was fully booked and it was great to see so many enthusiastic parents 
saying positive things about the school. We have 3 more fully booked tours 
before the admissions deadline shuts so we have had to add an additional date 
- feel free to join us. The highlight of the tour was the absolutely fantastic 
performances of our Head Boy and Girl and Deputy Head Boy and Girl, Lucy, 
Jack, Ted and Charlotte who delivered a fantastic presentation and were 
exceptional on the tour. 

As I am writing this the school is prepped for its second RAB of the year where 
we are expecting the Regional team to come and look at how we are raising the 
profile of the foundation subjects in the curriculum. Updates on the outcomes 
will follow next week. 



As promised the teachers have given the terms in which they will do their year 
group performances throughout the year – Years 3 and 5 will perform in term 3, 
dates to be confirmed; Years 1 and 4 will perform in Term 4, dates to be 
confirmed; Year 2 will perform in Term 5. 

We have also had some more good news in that Josie’s club has been so 
popular that we have employed 2 additional members of staff which have 
allowed us to increase its capacity to 50 places. 

We hope you all have a great weekend. December starts next week! 

Mr. Jonathan Arthur 

Headteacher 
 
  

 



                                

  

Reception 
   
This week we watched the 'Man on the Moon' clip and used this as a prompt for 
our writing: we wrote a letter to the man and told him what we do to help him 
because he looked lonely. Children's confidence with using their phonic skills is 
growing every day and it is lovely to watch their enthusiasm. We have made 
some lovely art work inspired by  looking at Van Gogh painting 'Starry Night' 
and having a go at the painting technique 'impasto' which focuses on brush 
strokes. In Maths this week we are learning about 'one less' and counting 
backwards. 
 
The exciting news is that we have begun working on our Nativity performance. 
We have spoken to the children about the show and we want to include them in 
all of the production, from set and prop design to acting and story telling. This 
year we are making a Nativity Movie and we would love for all children to be 
able to involved in it. We have sent home letters asking for you to give 
permission for them to be in the film, please return these ASAP so we can 
begin planning parts and filming, without permission we will assume you don't 
want your child to feature in the film. We need donations of any nativity 
costumes and props, hay bales... etc that you may have. We will then use these 
to film the children in school, without you having to provide costumes. On the day of 
the performances they can wear whatever they want that is christmassy / nativity themed. 
Please bring this in by Mon 9th Dec in a named carrier bag. Children will not get specific 
roles as we want all of us to celebrate the joy of Christmas togetherness and this is very 
much the theme of the show. Parents/careers can sign up for this buy calling or emailing 
the office W/C 2.12.19 
 
Year One 
 
This week in Math we have been using number-lines to find the difference 
between two numbers. We had to count backwards on the number-line to work 
out the difference between the two.  

In English this week we have been looking at instructions for how to build a 
house out of sticks. We looked at the features of instructions and putting verbs 
into the past and present tense.  

In History we have been creating our personal timelines. We have been 
drawing pictures and writing sentences to show different events that have 
happened in our lives.  

   
 



Year Two  
 
This week we have been continuing our learning with subtraction and how to 
solve calculations using column method in maths. In English we have been 
learning about the features of a non-chronological report. We have also started 
our geography topic 'Buzzing Bristol'. We have been focusing on fieldwork and 
making direct comparisons of our school grounds to an inner city area. In 
reading we have been developing our inference skills.  
 

Year Three 

This week in our English lessons we have started looking at newspaper reports. 
The children had fun writing an imagined report about a black panther spotted 
in the school grounds. We have moved on to thinking about how we might write 
a news report for a well-known story – Little Red Riding Hood. Next week we 
will be beginning to innovate these reports. 

In maths we have moved on to ‘time. This has included thinking about the days 
of the week and months of the year as well as spending time working with 
clocks to tell specific times. We will continue to work on this until the end of 
term. 

In our history lessons we have continued our work on the Tudors. The children 
learnt about Tudor homes, comparisons between the rich and poor and the life 
of Henry VIII. They showed special interest in learning about wattle and daub 
and the use of animal poo! (ask them about it) 

Year Four 

In writing, we have been looking at our new explaination text about Jellyfish. Where 
we have been finding the features and learnt new technical vocabulary such as: 
invertebrates, nematocysts, and tentacles. We have also learnt how to improve our 
writing with the use of pronouns and time adverbials. In maths, we have learnt a new 
written method for multiplication, and learnt efficient ways to multiply three numbers. 
In our final week of science, we have completed an observational experiment to study 
condensation, and we learnt how to explain the water cycle.  
 

Year Five 

 

This week in year 5 we have been developing our learning of multiplication methods 
by multiplying 2, 3 and 4 digit numbers by a 2 digit number. In English, we have started 
our discussion text unit, concentrating on connectives and relative clauses to emphasis 
whether homework is important in primary school. We have finished our science unit 
by looking at electrical conductors whilst making simple circuits.  
 
 
 
 
 



Year Six  

This week year 6 have been very busy working hard on their curriculum. 

In English, pupils have been introduced to their new non-fiction text, a non-
chronological report about volcanoes. Throughout the week pupils have been 
collecting their ideas and carefully selecting useful vocabulary. We have been 
learning about how we use active and passive voice in our writing as well as 
using colons and semi colons in a range of ways. 

Thanks for your ongoing support with homework and reading. 

We are now collecting tokens (please see below), please bring them into the school 
office  
 

 

                                                                          
 
                                                                                



                                 

 

                                  
     



 
  

                               

 
History day 
 
On Friday 13th December St Ursula's will  be having a whole school history 
day. The day will be themed around the exciting history of Bristol.Each year 
group will be exploring a different era of history important to Bristol. Throughout 
the day children will partake in an assembly delivered by Bristol Museum and 
various lessons themed around their era.  
Please can the children come in dressed in the theme of their era for that day. 
Some of the the eras may be challenging to find outfits for, but the children will 
be given time the day before to make a props so please don't worry about 
finding extravagant costumes! 

Year 1 – Victorian Bristol  

Year 2 – Georgian Bristol  

Year 3 – WW2  Bristol Blitz  

Year 4- Medieval and Normal Bristol  

Year 5- Roman Bristol  

Year 6 – Saxon Bristol  

 
 
Young Carers: 
 
 
Clara White is our Young Carers Lead for St Ursula's. 
  
A young carer is someone under 18 who helps look after someone in their 
family, or a friend who is ill, disabled or misuses drugs or alcohol. 
 
What might a young carer do? 

 Practical tasks, such as cooking, housework or shopping 
 Physical care, such as talking to someone who is distressed 
 Emotional support, such as helping someone dress 



 Managing the family budget and collecting prescriptions 
 Helping to give medicine 
 Helping someone communicate 
 Looking after brothers and sisters. 

A young carer should have:  

 The time to be a young person 
 The same opportunities as their friends 
 Good support for themselves and the person they help look after 
 Their rights acknowledged 
 Help for their own support needs 

 
 
If you feel that your child is a young carer, please do pop in and have a chat 
with Clara White, you will also see Clara stood on the school gate most 
mornings. 
 
Clara is working on different ways to support our Young Carers in school. 
Some things which will be starting up this term are drop in sessions at break 
times to see Clara if they need to have a trusted adult to talk with.  Clara is 
going to be holding a young carers group where they will meet once a term to 
do some fun activities together. 
  
All staff here at St Ursula's are committed to supporting Young Carers. 
 
Useful links: https://carers.org/ and https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/ 
  

Considerate parking 

A polite reminder to park with consideration to all parents 
and carers during school drop off and pick up. We have a few 

parents/carers who have blue badges that struggle to find 
parking spaces near to the school gates. As blue badge 

holders they have permission to park on double yellow lines, 
so can all non blue badge holders please refrain from parking 
on double yellow lines. The zigzag areas need to be kept clear 

at all times to ensure the safety of pupils and adults. Thank 
you. 

 
 
 
 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=29af4fe5e1&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=7ee263492c&e=3c661ce282


 

             Our after school choir club will be singing in this 

event                  
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                  
 
 
 
                                                                                      

 



Christmas Lunch will be served on Wednesday 11th December which 
will also be Christmas Jumper day! 

 No Salad bar and jacket potato will be available on this day so anyone 
not having Christmas dinner will need to bring a packed lunch. If you 
have not yet provided your child's dinner choice, please let the office 

know by Thursday 5th December. This also includes if you are 
providing your child/ren with a packed lunch. If your child/ren is in 

receipt of free school meals or in Reception, Year 1 or 2 the office will 
still                                          need to know their meal choice. Many 

thanks    

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                        
 

                         

 
                    
 



                             

            
        
                   
                             
 
 
 
  



 WE KINDLY ASK THAT YOU MAKE SURE THAT YOUR CHILD 
COMES TO SCHOOL WITH A COAT EVERY DAY. 
THANK YOU! 
                                      

                                        

*****Donations: We are looking for donations for board games, arts 
and crafts and Lego for our lunchtime club. All donations are very 

much appreciated ***** 

 

      

                                 
  We still require donations of books for our school library. 
 
                  
 
        



 
       
              
 



 

  

Dear Parents/Carers  

Just like the Japanese martial art, Reading Karate is about practising a skill and 
working your way up through a series of coloured belts. This will encourage and 
inspire your child to read regularly at home helping them to achieve all the 
different coloured bands. It’s going to be great fun; it will boost your child’s self-
image as a reader as well as developing their reading skills and strategies.   

 Parents and children will need to write their reads into their reading 
planner and it will be checked in school and counted up   

 Only one read can be recorded per day  

 Parents MUST sign each read in the reading diary for it to count as a 
read (Exceptions for Year 6 – see table below)  

  

Number of Reads  Karate Band Colour  Earliest date band can be achieved  

20  White  23/09/19  

40  Yellow  13/10/19  

60  Orange  02/11/19  

80  Green  22/11/19  

100  Blue  12/12/19  

120  Purple  12/01/20  

140  Red  21/01/20  

160  Brown  10/02/20  

180  Black  01/03/20  

220  Bronze  10/04/20  



260  Silver  20/05/20  

300  Gold  29/06/20  

  

  

Reception  

·      Sharing a book with an adult 
at home counts as a read  

·      This could be your school 
reading book, library book or a 
bedtime story  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

Years 1 and 2  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read  

·      A read should last for at least 10 minutes  

·      An adult must sign your reading record  

·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 3, 4 and 5  

·      Sharing your levelled reading 
book with an adult at home (or 
for weekend reads, a book from 
home) counts as a read  

·      A read should last for at least 
15 minutes  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record book  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

   

Year 6  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read as well as 
an independent read  

  

·      A read should last for at least 15 minutes  

·      Pupils can record their reading in their 
reading records themselves. They have been 
shown model examples of what this should 
look like. Please see the class teacher if 
unsure  

·      Only one read per day counts  

  

  

When your child has achieved the correct amount of reads for their level, 

they will need to show their reading diary to the class teacher or TA. 

They will then be presented with a coloured reading band. Once they 

achieve the next level reading band they will exchange their band for 



the next colour. This will continue until your child becomes a Reading 

Karate Master!   

Happy reading everyone!  

St Ursula’s Reading Team  

 

 

                      ******UPDATED PE DAYS****** 

                                                                  
  

      Monday PM: Yr 4 
     Tuesday AM: Yr 1 
     Tuesday PM: Yr 6 

     Wednesday AM: EYFS 
     Wednesday PM: Yr 5 
     Thursday AM: Yr 2 
     Thursday PM: Yr 3 

  

                                                                                           
 
 
 

 
  

Parents can continue to use the post box outside the office for 
any slips or forms for the office  

 
  
  

A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame 
before school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once 

inside the school gates. 
  

 



School Information 
  
Please see the behaviour policy and a child friendly version of the anti-bullying 
policy on the website which explains our approach in full: 
  
https://stursulasacademy.e-
act.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-
2018.pdf 
 
https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/14/2019/09/STU-anti-bullying-child-policy_Sept-2019.pdf 
  

Absence Requests 

 
It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know that 
your child may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the requirement but 
we appreciate that from time to time children may need to attend emergency 
appointments which cannot be helped.  
 
Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so 
please do not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding 
processes and procedures.  If parents provide the correct information, we can 
ensure the correct marks are entered on your child's registration document 
which is a legal document.  
 
   

Concerns or Issues 
 
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the 
office know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The office 

will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  
 
 

Children Who Arrive Late 
 
Children who arrive late to school (currently 8:51am onwards) must be 
accompanied by an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 
  
 

Medication 
 
Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It 
must be handed into the office. 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=7b718cc4c9&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=7b718cc4c9&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=7b718cc4c9&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=43086dfb72&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=43086dfb72&e=3c661ce282


 

 
School attendance news: 
 
School Attendance News: 
 
We would like to share that we have been taking our new school mini bus 
(Thanks to the PTFA) out the past week to pick up some of our pupils in the 
mornings. 
This service is on an invite basis only and reviewed each term. The mini bus 
service is aimed at helping to support those pupils who's attendance is low and 
to help support our vulnerable pupils. The mini bus holds 12 pupils and two 
members of staff. 
 
We are committed to supporting our families and pupils here at St Ursula's to 
raise attendance. 
 
This Weeks School attendance: 
 
Whole School attendance this week is 97.65%, great news we are still above 
our 97% target. 
 
100% class attendance for this week: 2B - Well Done! 
 
Best Year Group Attendance this week : Year 2 at 98.37% - Awesome! 
 
Classes at 99% attendance this week: 3B & 4A 
Classes at 98% attendance this week: 3A & 4C 
 
Thank you for continuing to support school attendance. Everyday counts! 
  
 
   
 
  
 



     
 

          

Christmas dates 
  

  

   

 3.12.19 : Christmas Panto (payments due by 22.11.19) 
   

 7.12.19: Christmas Fayre (1-4pm) 
   

 9.12.19 Choir trip to Westbury on Trym  

 11.12.19: Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day (payments 
due by 5.12.19 via School Dinner option on Parent Pay) 

   

 11.12.19- Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day, any 
money donations are welcomed 

 13.12.11 : History Day (please see further information at the 
beginning of the bulletin) 

 16.12.19 St Peter's Concert (more info to follow) 
   

 17.12.19: EYFS Nativity Play 2-3 pm 
   

 19.12.19: EYFS Nativity Play 2-3 pm 



 
 

Weekly Lunch menu  
 
  

 

    



 

             

  

          
 

 



  

 

 


