
 

  

Friday 8th November 2019 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
  
We are back and with a bang, literally! The firework show on Tuesday was 
another fantastic example of just what makes St. Ursula’s so special. From the 
months of work and effort the PTFA put in to arranging and hosting it; to the 
teachers who gave up their evening to support it; the neighbours for being so 
supportive of the influx of traffic and pedestrians and you for supporting us by 
making it a night that will live long in all of our memories. 
  
We had a very productive inset day where phonics training was delivered by 
Mrs Turner; EYFS training was delivered by Mrs Perez and a host of us went up 
to Birmingham for a national inset day on some exciting new developments for 
E-ACT including its new vision statement of ‘Opening Doors, Opening Minds’. 
Read below for more information on what this all means. 
  
We will do this by: 
having uncompromising aspirations for all 
living our values 
having the best people and investing in them 
understanding, celebrating and working with our communities 
 
Our immediate objectives are: 
1.Continue to develop great teaching through the Mastery Rubric 
2.Continue to fully embed English and maths mastery curriculum and a 
coherent approach to curriculum planning  
3.Further develop great induction for staff 
4.Transform our retention and recruitment strategy -staff, pupils, academies, 



apprentices 
5.Further develop succession planning 
6.Continuous development of financial literacy and 3-year planning for 
sustainability and growth 
7.Broaden and deepen understanding and improve governance - RABs/RPBs, 
AAGs and the Scheme of Delegation. 
 
Our pupils will: 
Have experienced a wide range of opportunities and be better equipped for 
society and for life; be happy and be able to reach their potential; have 
developed and want to continue to develop a love of learning, become lifelong 
learners and have the agility to seek out new learning; have experienced high 
quality teaching and learning in our classrooms from highly competent staff; be 
free from intolerance. We will develop every pupil a leader. 
 
Our staff will: 
Celebrate E-ACT as an employer of choice and over 5 years our culture will see 
significant shift to secure happy and fulfilled staff; join us and stay with as in 
seeking a career for life and this will reduce staff turnover; contribute to the 
development of trust in our work, be empowered and be leaders; benefit from 
greater efficiencies in our systems and processes; be committed, hardworking 
and versatile because of high quality support they receive; enjoy a new, 
flexibility and better work/life balance because our Trust is organisationally 
intelligent. 
 
Our communities will: 
Endorse our academies as the school of choice within community and our 
pupils will be first choice for employers with the right skills and attitudes; 
benefit from our Trust 'Thinking Big' about how we best support and celebrate 
our communities and collaborate with them; work with us to ensure our 
academies are open, welcoming and proactive in our community 
engagement; work with us to provide good quality work experience for all 
pupils; 
help us develop a healthy volunteer network coming into academies in and 
out; secure the best possible links with MPs and local services to support our 
pupils and families; want to join our AAGs and secure waiting lists of 
those volunteers who want to become our proactive ambassadors; work 
with the Trust to develop highly effective extra-curricular programmes that 
benefit the whole community; work with us to ensure we have no NEETS. 
  
Along with this the school is having its annual Roadshow visit next Wednesday 
where senior members of the trust will be visiting the school to look at how it is 
performing and talk to staff and children. At 3.30pm you will all be invited to 
meet the team at Badocks Wood E-ACT Academy to ask any questions or 
simply listen to the vision of the trust. 
  
We are incredibly excited to announce that Year 5 have been invited to attend 
the sailing residential, which is funded by E-ACT, again this year.  It is a 
fantastic opportunity for our children to experience camping away and a range 



of incredible activities. More information on this will follow shortly. 
  
Reception were truly inspired by their owl visit this week where they were able 
to experience some rare birds of prey flying to and from their arms. The awe 
and wonder on their faces was truly the reason we are all in teaching and 
resulted in a number of teachers congregating down there to witness it. Pictures 
will follow. 
  
Due to Health and Safety regulations we are having to make some minor 
alterations to the way the children come into and leave the school at the start 
and end of the day. This is due to the fire doors being used on a daily basis. 
They are not designed for this and in turn are failing. This results in a direct 
safeguarding concern so the following locations will be how the children enter/ 
leave the building. 
  
Children coming in in the morning: 
 Reception – through their classes 
KS1(years 1 and 2) – through their classes 
LKS2 – 3a/4a/3b/4b – through the Studio 
3C/4C and Year 5 - through the KS1 corridor handled door 
Year 6 – through EYFS (reception classes) outside corridor handled door 
  
Leaving at the end of the day: 
 Reception - out of their classroom doors 
KS1- out of their doors 
Year 3 – Year 1 doors 
Year 4- Year 2 doors 
Year 5 – Reception doors 
Year 6 – Studio doors 
  
The final thing to mention is, as well as the Roadshow next week we have a 
busy week of significant days. It is anti-bullying week where we will be 
reinforcing our STOP campaign thought of by the Associate Governors where 
we talk about bullying being: Several, Times, On Purpose and to react by: Start, 
Telling Other People. This will culminate in an odd socks day on the Tuesday. 
  
Monday is remembrance day where all of the children will be designing their 
own poppy to adorn the top of the hall in remembrance. And finally on Friday 
we have Children in Need day where children can wear non-uniform for a 
donation and we will be completing some Pudsey art with a particular artist 
focus. 
  
I hope you all have a good weekend. 
  
Mr. Jonathan Arthur 
Headteacher 
  
       



 

  

Reception 
 
This week we started our new term off with an explosive bang! We talked about 
Fireworks Day and used a mix of media to create firework images. We learnt 
what a repeating pattern is and practised creating our own. We had an exciting 
visit from 3 owls to inspire us as we start our new learning our new story 'Owl 
Babies'. . Did you know that of the 250 species of owl there is only one owl that 
actually says 'twit twoo' (the Tawny owl), all the rest make different sounds! The 
children were very brave for the visit, volunteering to hold the owls as they flew 
across the classroom and they listened well to the new facts and asked lots of 
interesting questions. Everyone had a favourite owl and after the visit we made 
pictures of them using collage.  
 
Year One 
This week in English we have started our T4W of 3 Little Pigs. We have learnt 
the story and started writing it using our own creativity through adjectives. In 
Maths we have been working on our number bonds up to ten. We have got 
really quick at this! 
 
Thanks for keeping the hard work up! 
   

Year Two  
 
This week has been an exciting week. We have started our new Science topic 
of Homely Habitats and have been exploring our woodland area to identify 
different micro-habitats and the mini beasts living there. In Maths we have 
started our new topic of addition and subtraction. We have started to learn a 
new story in English called The Magic Brush. In the story, what ever is painted 
comes to life! On our English wow day, the children painted their own imaginary 
object with the hope it would come to life too! We have been practising the 
reading skill of inference this week in our reading lessons. We look forward to 
having a brilliant term two!  
 
 

Year Three 

 
This week in Year 3 we have started learning a Portal Story. Children drew their portals 
and imagined where they would take them. They then made maps of the story 
including 'fantastics' icons to show the positive and negative parts. 
 
In Maths this week we have continued to work on column addition and subtraction. 



The children are now getting fluent at exchanging and regrouping.  
 
In Science we have been looking at Rocks. The children learnt the different types of 
rocks and investigated some of their properties. 
 

Year Four 
 
Year 4 have had a brilliant first week back, we have loved the addition of Miss Green 
(student teacher) working in the Year 4 team in 4NM. In English, we have been 
learning a new story called The Green Children of Woolpit. This is an interesting legend 
from many years ago, where two green children appeared from a cave! In math, the 
children have moved on to multiplication and division. This weeks focus has been on 
multiplying and diving by 10 and 100. The children showed great confidence in this, 
and got on to lots of problem solving. In the afternoons, we have been looking at the 
street art of Banksy. Children have been identifying the meaning behind his work, and 
creating their own Bansky style stencils. 
 

Year Five 
 
Year Five have had a great first week back. 
 
In English we have begun our unit on fables by looking in detail at The Boy Who Cried 
Wolf. We have identified the features of the fable and have re-written it in our own 
words focussing on using expanded noun phrases and brackets. 
 
In Maths we have begun our multiplication and division topic. We have looked at 
multiples and factors and begun to identify common factors between two numbers.  
 
In Art we have been working on perspective and began by drawing cubes and cuboids 
from different angles. We learnt about using the horizon and vanishing points to draw 
a street scene and coastal landscapes. 
 
 
Year Six 

This week in Year 6 the children have made a fantastic start to the new term, 
demonstrating high standards and showing determination and resilience in their 
practice SATs papers. 

In Maths this week we have been developing our understanding of Place Value, 
identifying the value of digits in a number and multiplying and dividing by 10, 
100 and 1,000. 

In our English lessons we have been looking at the short story ‘The Talking 
Skull’ and identifying and improving key features of the text, such as expanded 
noun phrases and adverbial phrases. In their homework this week the children 
have been asked to use this learning to help them re-write the story. 



This week the children have also practised some Reading, Grammar and 
Spelling SATs papers. We have been really impressed with all their hard work 
and fantastic attitudes. Keep it up Year 6! 

  

Here is some information for Apps that are suited to 

different ages. 
 

 
 

Message from the PTFA 
  

Fireworks night 

 

Wow what a night!!  We have received so many lovely comments saying it 

was the best yet so we are even more incredibly proud and excited to 

announce a record breaking profit of around £9500!!  The PTFA would like to 

extend our huge thanks to -  

 

A massive thank you to all those parents and school staff who gave up their 

time to make the fireworks go with a bang💥 !  It’s a mammoth event to put 

on for such a small, working PTFA who have spent several hours a week 

since September planning. We are so grateful to those who supported us early 



doors, set up in the afternoon and volunteered for slots on the night. We were 

taken aback by some of you who realised we were stretched and stayed on 

slots longer than expected, jumped onto stations you weren’t signed up for 

and helped with crowd control, in some cases several members of the same 

family! You rock!! 

 

Thank you to everyone who came, for your patience, with what was an 

extraordinary amount of people and organised craziness!! The knock on effect 

of Canford fireworks display being cancelled meant that we had huge 

numbers of people and due to health & safety and volunteer numbers, we 

simply could not suddenly take in another 500+ people who didn't have 

tickets. (This is why we nag you to buy in advance 😉).  We appreciate that 

due to the unprecedented numbers the queues to get in were huge so thank 

you for being patient and respectful to the volunteers doing their best to get 

you in. 

 

This display would not have happened without the hardworking and fabulous 

Shelley Robertson, pulling off this huge event for all of us and the 

community. Thank you Shelley and your long suffering husband, Duncan!! 

 

Next stop is the Christmas Fayre on 7th December 1-4pm.  Please look out for 

ways to donate or help on the day and make this another spectacular St. 

Ursula's event! 
  

  

The PTFA are holding their annual AGM on 22nd November 2019. This will 

be at the school and will commence at 8pm. We have all witnessed and been 

to the incredible events the PTFA host and organise and they are always 

looking for more support and volunteers to help them. The more help they get 

the bigger the events they hold can be and the more benefit the children in our 

school receive from the incredible amount of money they raise 

  



 
  

Well done to both Imani and Leilani! They made it through 
to the finals of Young Bristols Got Talent. 

Imani for her singing and Leilani for her gym. 
 

                                                                              



                                  
                                 

  

                        
 
 

                       

               1RD/KS: Isabella            2EA: Imogen M             3AW: Ellie 

                 1CT: Ekkam K                 2CB/AH: Mireille           3HT: Ella 



                 1SS: Luca                       2EC: Reuben                3MT: Max R 
 
 
                 4RF:  Miranda                  5CT: Ian M-V                 6OE: Jolie-May 
                 4NM: Charlie                    5SB: Sophie P               6SS/JB: Evie W-S 
                 4CW: Dexter S                 5GS: Eloise N                6AO: Jessica L     
  
  
  

                        

 

Next Friday 15th November is Children in Need. 
 
The children can come into school in non-school 
uniform with a donation of £1.  
  
In the afternoon, we will be creating our own Pudsey 
artwork copying the style of different well known 
artists. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                 



 
  



                           

 

Christmas Lunch will be served on Wednesday 11th December. No 
Salad bar will be available on this day so anyone not having Christmas 
dinner will need to bring a packed lunch. Letters will be coming home 
with your children on Monday. All children need to fill out a slip and 
return it to school by Thursday 5th December. Please be aware that 
the meal originally planned for Wednesday 11th December will now be 
served on Tuesday 10th December. 



 

Relaxession Club will run after school on Wednesdays, from 3:30-
4:30pm (starting on the 13th November, and running up to, and including 11th 
December). The fees are £5 per child, per session, paid up front (per half-term) 
by bank transfer, no later than the first session. 
 
Places are limited to no more than 8 children per group and are allocated on a 
first come first serve basis. To secure your child’s place this term, please 
contact Tamzin Brain-Evans on 07919990804; or through email 
at hypnochange4u@gmail.com. I also have a Website and Facebook page, 

tel:07919990804


which you are free to 
browse: www.facebook.com/relaxingbristolschildren/;www.hypnochange4u.co.uk." 

  

           

                    
 
                             

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=34b245d05e&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=1596f55faf&e=3c661ce282


              
      
                   
                             
  
New for November!   Scrape! rattle! crash!  ……… ting! 
 
 Join our Junior Percussion Ensemble for 7-12 year olds, where you can learn and 

develop your percussion skills on tuned and un-tuned instruments from across the 

percussion family.  We will explore a wide range of styles, including orchestral, samba 

and junk percussion! 



Junior Percussion Ensemble starts on Wednesday 6 November, 4.30-5.30pm at 

Music Centre West, Stanton Road, Southmead, BS10 5SJ.  Come along for a free 

taster session and get the next 5 sessions for £15. 
For further information and booking visit our 

website www.bristolplaysmusic.org/junior-percussion or call 0117 204 7140.  For 

details of all musical opportunities provided by Bristol Plays Music please 

visit www.bristolplaysmusic.org. 
 
  

 WE KINDLY ASK THAT YOU MAKE SURE THAT YOUR CHILD 

COMES TO SCHOOL WITH A COAT EVERY DAY. 

THANK YOU! 
 

               
                          

                                        
*****Donations: We are looking for donations for board games, arts and 

crafts and Lego for our lunchtime club. All donations are very much 

appreciated ***** 

 

      

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=e8cf5d91df&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=2bbe4e5f9a&e=3c661ce282


                                 

  We still require donations of books for our school library. 
 
                  
 

         

       

              
 
 

  

Dear Parents/Carers  



Just like the Japanese martial art, Reading Karate is about practising a skill and working 

your way up through a series of coloured belts. This will encourage and inspire your 

child to read regularly at home helping them to achieve all the different coloured bands. 

It’s going to be great fun; it will boost your child’s self-image as a reader as well as 

developing their reading skills and strategies.   
 Parents and children will need to write their reads into their reading planner and 

it will be checked in school and counted up   
 Only one read can be recorded per day  
 Parents MUST sign each read in the reading diary for it to count as a read 

(Exceptions for Year 6 – see table below)  

  

Number of Reads  Karate Band Colour  Earliest date band can be achieved  

20  White  23/09/19  

40  Yellow  13/10/19  

60  Orange  02/11/19  

80  Green  22/11/19  

100  Blue  12/12/19  

120  Purple  12/01/20  

140  Red  21/01/20  

160  Brown  10/02/20  

180  Black  01/03/20  

220  Bronze  10/04/20  

260  Silver  20/05/20  

300  Gold  29/06/20  

  

  

Reception  
·      Sharing a book with an adult at 

home counts as a read  
·      This could be your school 

reading book, library book or a 

bedtime story  
·      An adult must sign your reading 

record  
·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 1 and 2  
·      Sharing your levelled reading book with an 

adult at home (or for weekend reads, a book from 

home) counts as a read  
·      A read should last for at least 10 minutes  
·      An adult must sign your reading record  
·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 3, 4 and 5  
·      Sharing your levelled reading 

book with an adult at home (or for 

weekend reads, a book from home) 

counts as a read  
·      A read should last for at least 15 

minutes  

Year 6  
·      Sharing your levelled reading book with an 

adult at home (or for weekend reads, a book from 

home) counts as a read as well as an independent 

read  

  

·      A read should last for at least 15 minutes  



·      An adult must sign your reading 

record book  
·      Only one read per day counts  
   

·      Pupils can record their reading in their reading 

records themselves. They have been shown model 

examples of what this should look like. Please see 

the class teacher if unsure  
·      Only one read per day counts  

  

  

When your child has achieved the correct amount of reads for their level, they will need 

to show their reading diary to the class teacher or TA. They will then be presented with 

a coloured reading band. Once they achieve the next level reading band they will 

exchange their band for the next colour. This will continue until your child becomes a 

Reading Karate Master!   
Happy reading everyone!  
St Ursula’s Reading Team  
 
 

PE Days: 
  

      Monday PM: Yr 5 
     Tuesday AM: Yr 1 
     Tuesday PM: Yr 4 

     Wednesday AM: EYFS 
     Wednesday PM: Yr 6 
     Thursday AM: Yr 2 

     Thursday PM: Yr 3 
  

                                                                                           
  
 
 



 
  

Parents can continue to use the post box outside the office for any slips or 

forms for the office  
 
  

 

Communication 
We are asking parents to fill in the survey below regarding what they would like 
to receive regarding communication from the school. 
If you would like to fill in the below link and let us know. The survey will close 
the 1st week back of term. 
Thank you to all who take part! 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y37B3VQ 
  
 
 
  
  
  

A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame before 

school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once inside the school 

gates. 
  

School Information 
  

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=43bddd1ffa&e=3c661ce282


Please see the behaviour policy and a child friendly version of the anti-bullying 

policy on the website which explains our approach in full: 
  
https://stursulasacademy.e-

act.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-2018.pdf 

 

https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2019/09/STU-anti-

bullying-child-policy_Sept-2019.pdf 
  

Absence Requests 
 
It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know that your child 

may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the requirement but we appreciate that 

from time to time children may need to attend emergency appointments which cannot 

be helped.  

 

Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so please do 

not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding processes and 

procedures.  If parents provide the correct information, we can ensure the correct marks 

are entered on your child's registration document which is a legal document.  
 
   

Concerns or Issues 
 
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the office 

know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The office will forward 

emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  
 
 

Children Who Arrive Late 
 
Children who arrive late to school (currently 8:51am onwards) must be accompanied by 

an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 

  
 

Medication 
 
Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It must be 

handed into the office. 
 

 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=bcb5fcfbb5&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=bcb5fcfbb5&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=3321173b33&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=3321173b33&e=3c661ce282


School attendance news: 
Whole school attendance 97.72% this above our 97% target 

Classes at 98.81% were 5B 

Classes at 98.89% were 1B and2B 

100% classes for this week are 2A, 2C, 4C and 6A 

Best year group attendance for this week goes to Year 2 for 99.6% 

  
   
  
 

     
 

         Christmas dates/news coming soon  
  

  

 12.11.19: Odd Sock Day for Anti-bullying week (further information to follow) 

 14.11.19: Whole School parents morning 

15.11.19: Children in Need. Non uniform for a donation of £1 

 22.11.19: PTFA Annual AGM 

 25.11.19: EYFS opening morning for prospective parents 9:30am 

 26.11.19: EYFS Parents evening (further information to follow) 

 28.11.19: EYFS Parents evening (further Information to follow) 
   

 7.12.19: Christmas Fayre (further information to follow) 

 11.12.19: Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day 
 17.12.19: EYFS Nativity Play 2-3pm 



 19.12.19: EYFS Nativity Play 2-3pm 

 
 

Weekly Lunch menu  
 
  

 

    



 

              

           
 



  

 

 


