
  

Friday 6 December 2019  

        

Dear parents and carers, 

It has been another jam packed week in St. Ursula’s and it is scary to think it 
is only 2 weeks until the end of term. Where has the time gone? 

We started the week on a high after an incredibly positive RAB (Raising 
Achievement Board) in which the school was again praised for its 
development of the curriculum and its pastoral work. Subject leaders had the 
opportunity to do an Ofsted run through with members of the team and 
showed themselves once again to have a clear grasp of where they want the 
school to go. 

Tuesday was a very busy day with the amazing pantomime coming to town 
and inspiring the children. The awe and wonder etched on their faces gave 
us all a timely reminder of just why we do the work we do - to leave these 
lasting memories that the children will always look back on. Thank you to 
Mrs Reynolds for arranging this. 

We followed this up with the ELT Roadshow (Extended Leadership Team) 
where Jane Millward (CEO), Mohsen Ojja (National Educational Director), 
Chris Wiseman (National Operations Director), Craig Pashler (National 
Finance Director) and Joanna Lawton (National Governance Director) spent 
time talking to our staff and children and walking around the school. Again 
the messages coming back were very positive around staff development and 
a unified vision. All of this positive feedback has really galvanised the team 
and it is always really nice to get external ratification of the hard work we are 
doing. We of course still have some things we are working towards but we 



are secure in what these are and have action plans in place for how to 
achieve them. 

It has been another successful week for Mr Philip and his teams with the 
boys beating local rivals Elmlea 3-0 in football and the year 3/4 and 5/6 
teams playing on Wednesday. The Year 3/4 boys football team and girls 
netball teams also picked up some impressive victories. On Wednesday, Mrs 
Bradford took the choir to perform and our children showered themselves 
with credit for their impeccable behaviour and brilliant performance in front of 
a large group of people. Thank you very much to Mrs Bradford for organising 
a wonderful performance and for all of the hard work and practice that went 
into it. 

I need to mention parking again as it is becoming a real issue outside of the 
school and is causing unrest. Please park respectfully and be aware of the 
implications of parking on the yellow lines and on the corners of the 
surrounding roads and the impact this has on traffic throughflow. 

I know there have been a few concerns over our involvement in the Sun 
newspaper token scheme. I can assure everyone that this is by no means an 
indictment of any political agenda, simply just the school's aim to get some 
more high quality texts into the school. We appreciate that your political 
views may not allow you to support us with our aims in this particular project 
but we hope you can see it for what it is, a school's efforts to get more books. 

We hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Mr. Jonathan Arthur 

Headteacher 
 
  



                                   

 

  

Reception 
We have really started to get into the christmas spirit in Reception, we are 
busy learning our christmas songs and have started to film our nativity 
movie. We are trying to give everyone who would like a speaking part the 
opportunity to do so, and also encouraging ones who aren't so sure to have 
a go. Children are really beginning to get a good understanding of the story 
and embrace every aspect of putting on a show, from costume decisions, to 
making posters and invites to advertise it. We have also had the opportunity 
to work with some children across the school on the production, this has 
been such an encouragement to the younger children and a really nice way 
to make relationships with them. On Tuesday the children impressed us with 
how well they sat and listened in the pantomime show. In maths this week 
we have been focusing on number and beginning to combine groups of 
numbers, thinking about addition and what happens when we combine 
numbers.   
 
 



Year One 
We've had a lovely start to December in year 1. We had lots of fun on 
Tuesday with the pantomime here at St Ursula's. The children really enjoyed 
Robin Hood and sang along to all the songs.  
 
The children played the role of detectives on their trip at the Christmas 
through the keyhole trail. They searched for clues about the Nativity 
characters in their deserted homes and discovered why they left and where 
they went. It was a magical experience had by all and they really enjoyed 
decorating their keyhole cookie too!  
 
In maths this week we have been looking at fact families and comparing 
number sentences using the greater than and less than symbols. The 
children really liked the idea of the crocodile eating the biggest number! 
 
In English, we have been innovating our set of instructions. The children 
worked collaboratively to come up with the idea of 'How to build a house out 
of rubber'. We have also looked at imperative verbs and we will be using 
these when we write our instructions later this week.  
 
In R.E this week we have been looking at the Nativity story and why we give 
gifts for special occasions. We discussed the gifts that the 3 wise men gave 
to baby Jesus. The children then come up with their own ideas of what they 
would bring for baby Jesus in 2019.  
   
Year Two  
This week in year two we have been challenging ourselves with expanded 
column addition in maths, where the numbers cross ten. In English we have 
been innovating a non-chronological report focusing on features and 
improving exciting vocabulary. We finished our Geography topic with a fun 
orienteering session - the children have developed their map reading skills 
well. We also practised our singing skills within Music and performed the 
songs in groups to the class.  
 
 

Year Three 

Thank you to all who made such an amazing effort with the homework this 
week – our classrooms are beginning to look like Tudor model villages! 

This week has been assessment week across the school, so Year 3 began 
with some maths and reading assessments on Monday and Tuesday. We 
were really pleased with how the children engaged with the tests and these 
really help us as teachers to understand how we can plan for next term. 

In English we have continued to innovate our newspaper reports based on 
the story of Little Red Riding Hood, encouraging the children to use features 



from our SPAG lessons such as time conjunctions and quotations / inverted 
commas. 

In maths we have continued with our lessons on telling the time. This is a 
difficult skill to grasp so we would encourage you to support your child by 
practising at home. 

The children have also enjoyed singing in their music lessons and we have 
started thinking about Christmas in RE, sharing what it means to each of us 
and what it means to Christians. 

Year Four 

This week we would like to say how proud we are of our year 4 classes for 
showing great resilience during the assessments. As well as this, they have 
worked hard on producing an explanation text on how bees pollinate, the life 
cycle of a moth or how chickens lay eggs. They have been able to use 
pronouns, time adverbials, present tense and technical vocabulary. In the 
afternoons, the children have learnt how to read a 4-grid reference map 
leading on to creating their own of their local area. They have included 
symbols, road names and identified human and physical features.  
 

Year Five 

Year 5 had a fantastic start to this week, watching the wonderful Pantomime. 
In class, we have been developing our division skills, using the bus stop 
method to complete part-whole models as well as finding remainders in 
various forms. In English we have been planning and writing out innovated 
discussion text, which are based on topical questions about school. 
Furthermore, we continued our Geography topic by learning the names given 
to different parts of rivers as well as other related vocabulary. We then made 
a river model, which we labelled accordingly. We are excited to see what we 
will be learning in week 6!  
 
 
Year Six  

This week year 6 have been exploring Area and Volume in Maths, applying 
the reasoning and problem solving skills to real life situations. 

In English, pupils have been innovating their own non-chronological report 
based on the text 'Volcanoes'.  They have been really excited to create their 
own fantasy natural disaster.  They had some key questions to consider:  

- Consider what natural process causes your disaster - 
weather/wind/water/heat/cold? 

- How are they formed/what causes it to happen? 
 
- Location - Where do they happen? 
 
- Stages and/or types? e.g. categories or shapes. 



 
- Effects on land, people, animals? 
 
Also they have been developing their use punctuation - making sure they 
use semi-colons, colons and parenthesis in their writing.  

  

Thanks for your ongoing support with homework and reading.  
 

 
 

 



We are now collecting tokens (please see below), please bring them into the 
school office  

 

 

                                                                          
 
                                                                                

                                  

                                  



   

 



 

 
  

                               

 
History day 
 
On Friday 13th December St Ursula's will  be having a whole school history 
day. The day will be themed around the exciting history of Bristol.Each year 
group will be exploring a different era of history important to Bristol. 
Throughout the day children will partake in an assembly delivered by Bristol 
Museum and various lessons themed around their era.  
Please can the children come in dressed in the theme of their era for that 
day. Some of the the eras may be challenging to find outfits for, but the 
children will be given time the day before to make a props so please don't 
worry about finding extravagant costumes! 

Year 1 – Victorian Bristol  

Year 2 – Georgian Bristol  

Year 3 – WW2  Bristol Blitz  



Year 4- Medieval and Normal Bristol  

Year 5- Roman Bristol  

Year 6 – Saxon Bristol  

 
 
Young Carers: 
 
 
Clara White is our Young Carers Lead for St Ursula's. 
  
A young carer is someone under 18 who helps look after someone in their 
family, or a friend who is ill, disabled or misuses drugs or alcohol. 
 
What might a young carer do? 

 Practical tasks, such as cooking, housework or shopping 

 Physical care, such as talking to someone who is distressed 

 Emotional support, such as helping someone dress 

 Managing the family budget and collecting prescriptions 

 Helping to give medicine 

 Helping someone communicate 

 Looking after brothers and sisters. 

 A young carer should have:  

 The time to be a young person 

 The same opportunities as their friends 

 Good support for themselves and the person they help look after 

 Their rights acknowledged 

 Help for their own support needs 

 
 
If you feel that your child is a young carer, please do pop in and have a chat 
with Clara White, you will also see Clara stood on the school gate most 
mornings. 
 
Clara is working on different ways to support our Young Carers in school. 
Some things which will be starting up this term are drop in sessions at break 
times to see Clara if they need to have a trusted adult to talk with.  Clara is 



going to be holding a young carers group where they will meet once a term 
to do some fun activities together. 
  
All staff here at St Ursula's are committed to supporting Young Carers. 
 
Useful links: https://carers.org/ and https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/ 
  

Considerate parking 

A polite reminder to park with consideration to all parents 
and carers during school drop off and pick up. We have a 

few parents/carers who have blue badges that struggle to 
find parking spaces near to the school gates. As blue badge 

holders they have permission to park on double yellow 
lines, so can all non blue badge holders please refrain from 
parking on double yellow lines. The zigzag areas need to be 

kept clear at all times to ensure the safety of pupils and 
adults. Thank you. 

 
 

Our after school choir club will be singing in this 

event                   
 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=e172e64b83&e=a843f92559
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=403cfe44b8&e=a843f92559


                   
  

                                                                                      

 
Christmas Lunch will be served on Wednesday 11th December 

which will also be Christmas Jumper day! 
 No Salad bar and jacket potato will be available on this day so 
anyone not having Christmas dinner will need to bring a packed 

lunch. If you have not yet provided your child's dinner choice, please 
let the office know by Thursday 5th December. This also includes if 

you are providing your child/ren with a packed lunch. If your 
child/ren is in receipt of free school meals or in Reception, Year 1 or 
2 the office will still need to know their meal choice. Many thanks    

                                                 
    
 
 



                          
 

                          

                    
 
                             



          
          
                

WE KINDLY ASK THAT YOU MAKE SURE THAT YOUR CHILD 
COMES TO SCHOOL WITH A COAT EVERY DAY. 
THANK YOU! 
                                      

                                        



*****Donations: We are looking for donations for board games, arts 
and crafts and Lego for our lunchtime club. All donations are very 

much appreciated ***** 
 

      

                                 
  We still require donations of books for our school library. 
 
                  
 

         
       
              



 
 

  

Dear Parents/Carers  

Just like the Japanese martial art, Reading Karate is about practising a skill 
and working your way up through a series of coloured belts. This will 
encourage and inspire your child to read regularly at home helping them to 
achieve all the different coloured bands. It’s going to be great fun; it will 
boost your child’s self-image as a reader as well as developing their reading 
skills and strategies.   

 Parents and children will need to write their reads into their reading planner 
and it will be checked in school and counted up   

 Only one read can be recorded per day  

 Parents MUST sign each read in the reading diary for it to count as a read 
(Exceptions for Year 6 – see table below)  

  

Number of Reads  Karate Band Colour  Earliest date band can be achieved  

20  White  23/09/19  

40  Yellow  13/10/19  

60  Orange  02/11/19  

80  Green  22/11/19  

100  Blue  12/12/19  

120  Purple  12/01/20  

140  Red  21/01/20  

160  Brown  10/02/20  

180  Black  01/03/20  



220  Bronze  10/04/20  

260  Silver  20/05/20  

300  Gold  29/06/20  

  

  

Reception  

·      Sharing a book with an adult 
at home counts as a read  

·      This could be your school 
reading book, library book or a 
bedtime story  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

Years 1 and 2  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read  

·      A read should last for at least 10 
minutes  

·      An adult must sign your reading record  

·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 3, 4 and 5  

·      Sharing your levelled 
reading book with an adult at 
home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a 
read  

·      A read should last for at 
least 15 minutes  

·      An adult must sign your 
reading record book  

·      Only one read per day 
counts  

   

Year 6  

·      Sharing your levelled reading book with 
an adult at home (or for weekend reads, a 
book from home) counts as a read as well 
as an independent read  

  

·      A read should last for at least 15 
minutes  

·      Pupils can record their reading in their 
reading records themselves. They have 
been shown model examples of what this 
should look like. Please see the class 
teacher if unsure  

·      Only one read per day counts  

  

  

When your child has achieved the correct amount of reads for their 

level, they will need to show their reading diary to the class teacher or 



TA. They will then be presented with a coloured reading band. Once 

they achieve the next level reading band they will exchange their 

band for the next colour. This will continue until your child becomes 

a Reading Karate Master!   

Happy reading everyone!  

St Ursula’s Reading Team  

                      ******UPDATED PE DAYS****** 

                                                                   
      Monday PM: Yr 4 
     Tuesday AM: Yr 1 
     Tuesday PM: Yr 6 

     Wednesday AM: EYFS 
     Wednesday PM: Yr 5 
     Thursday AM: Yr 2 
     Thursday PM: Yr 3 

                                                                                        

  

Parents can continue to use the post box outside the office for 
any slips or forms for the office  

  
   
A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame 
before school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once 

inside the school gates. 
  

School Information 
  
Please see the behaviour policy and a child friendly version of the anti-
bullying policy on the website which explains our approach in full: 
  
https://stursulasacademy.e-
act.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-
2018.pdf 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=bdf6a39515&e=a843f92559
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=bdf6a39515&e=a843f92559
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=bdf6a39515&e=a843f92559


 
https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/14/2019/09/STU-anti-bullying-child-policy_Sept-
2019.pdf 
  

Absence Requests 
 
It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know 
that your child may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the 
requirement but we appreciate that from time to time children may need to 
attend emergency appointments which cannot be helped.  
 
Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so 
please do not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding 
processes and procedures.  If parents provide the correct information, we 
can ensure the correct marks are entered on your child's registration 
document which is a legal document.  
 
   

Concerns or Issues 

 
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the 
office know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The 
office will forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  
 
 

Children Who Arrive Late 

 
Children who arrive late to school (currently 8:51am onwards) must be 
accompanied by an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 
  
 

Medication 
 
Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It 
must be handed into the office. 
 
 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=6df20b9cee&e=a843f92559
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=6df20b9cee&e=a843f92559
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=6df20b9cee&e=a843f92559


 
 

 
School attendance news: 
 
School Attendance News: 
 
We would like to share that we have been taking our new school mini bus 
(Thanks to the PTFA) out the past week to pick up some of our pupils in the 
mornings. 
This service is on an invite basis only and reviewed each term. The mini bus 
service is aimed at helping to support those pupils who's attendance is low 
and to help support our vulnerable pupils. The mini bus holds 12 pupils and 
two members of staff. 
 
We are committed to supporting our families and pupils here at St Ursula's to 
raise attendance. 
 
This Weeks School attendance: 
 
Whole school attendance is 97.61%, again we are above our school target of 
97% - Well Done! 
 
Class 100% this week: None 
Class attendance at 99%: 1A,2A,2B,2C,4A & 5A 
Class attendance at 98%: 4B 
 
Best year groups attendance this week: Year 2 & Year 4 
 
Thank you for continuing to support school attendance. Everyday counts! 
  
 
   
  
 



     
 

         Christmas dates/news coming soon  
  

  

 11.12.19: Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day (could 
children bring in a donation in aid of Save the Children) 

   

 12.12.19: Above and Beyond Christmas Concert (please see 
further information in this bulletin) 

   

 13.12.11 : History Day (please see further information at the 
beginning of the bulletin) 

   

 16.12.19 St Peter's (Henleaze) Concert (Years 1, 3 & 5 at 
10am and Years 2, 4 & 6 at 11am) (parents can turn up to 

watch) 

   

 17.12.19: EYFS Nativity Play 2-3 pm 

   

18.12.19: Year 6 Camp meeting at 3pm 

  

 19.12.19: EYFS Nativity Play 2-3 pm 



 
 

Weekly Lunch menu  
 
  

 

    

             

  







 

          
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


