
 

  



Friday 17 January 2020 

Dear parents and carers, 

It has been good to be back for our first full week. We have had another busy 
week. We started off by saying goodbye to Charlotte in the office. I am sure 
you will join me in wishing her the very best in the future, she will be sorely 
missed. We are close to appointing a replacement and when this happens 
we will let you know. In the meantime, Julia Ringrose the Regional Admin 
Lead has been filling in and helping to ensure the school office runs 
smoothly. 

Sport 

It was another successful week for Mr Philip and his teams. The year 5&6 
football team made another strong showing in the North Bristol football 
league with a 4-1 and 1-0 win to extend their lead at the top of the table. 
There are two more rounds of the league left but should St. Ursula’s win their 
next two games it puts them in a very strong position to qualify for the Bristol 
School Football Finals before the North Bristol league has finished. This 
would be a fantastic achievement for the team and school showing a clear 
example of their hard work in training and matches. 
 

 

Phonics Workshops 

Thank you to all of the parents able to get to school this week for our 
impromptu phonics workshops. We apologise that there was not much notice 
but for those of you who managed to come we built on the knowledge from 
our initial phonics meeting at the start of the year and shared further 
information around where we are currently within the teaching cycle. 

 



The School Dog 

An update on the dog is that we have found someone who is willing to 
support training the dog and will sign it off as a trained therapy dog. She is 
giving us a lot of advice on the characteristics and training it would need to 
have. We have contacted a breeder and we are looking at suitable adults to 
take on the responsibility. This would all be with a view that the dog could, if 
bought soon, start with us potentially in September. 

The School Bus 

As you may have seen it is amazing that the bus has been up and running 
over the past term and it has had a significant impact already on attendance 
through being used for morning pick-ups. We have also used it for multiple 
sporting events. It has helped to boost pupil participation in sporting fixtures 
across the school. When there are too many children for the bus, or if Mr 
Philip is unable to attend, a group message can be shared with parents to 
co-ordinate transport and we will endeavour to give you as much notice as 
possible should this need to happen. 

Parking Buddies 

The local authority has recognised the dangers with some of the parking at 
the start and the end of the day and issued us with some parking buddies 
that will now be present and sitting on the zig zagged yellow lines in order for 
us to ensure that it is safer for our children to cross the road. 

The neighbouring community would also appreciate it if their driveways 
weren’t blocked by cars at school drop-off times as there have been quite a 
few instances unfortunately of this happening of late. Thank you in advance 
for showing consideration to the local residents. 
 

 

Group Conversations Over Social Media 

Please can we remind parents and carers not to refer to individual children, 
by name or anonymously, on group conversations. Even if a specific name is 
not given, parents are left wondering if it is their child who is being discussed 
and this can cause a lot of concern. If you have any concerns about anything 
that happens in class, please speak to a member of staff at the academy. 

We hope you have a great weekend 

  



Jonathan Arthur 

St. Ursula’s E-ACT Academy Headteacher 

  

 

 
  

Reception 

This week we have been busy innovating our story 'The Gingerbread Man'. 

We began by wondering why he had to take a ride across the river on the 

fox's back which led to his inevitable fate. We experimented with what 

happened when we added biscuit to water and after making predictions, we 

observed the results, our biscuit friend absorbed water, sank to the bottom 

and then broke up into lots of pieces! We needed to come up with different 

ideas to help the Gingerbread Man to cross the river safely, without getting 

wet or eaten. We put our engineering heads on and got designing; the 

children wowed us with their imaginative ideas, they used construction, 

junk modelling and drawings to create their ideas and wrote about them. In 

Maths, we have been learning addition. The children really enjoyed their 

Forest School experience this week, please make sure they have their kit in 

school every week this term as we aim to go weekly.  

 

Year One 

Year 1 have had yet another fantastic week of learning! In maths we have 

been exploring counting in 10s and our students are already getting super 

confident with their 10 times tables. The children have also been 

introduced to the concept of equal groups, which is one of the first steps 

towards being able to divide a whole number. 

We have continued our English work with the text ‘How the Tortoise Got 

His Shell’. The children have been busy coming up with characters for 

their own stories based on the text. As well as this, we have been looking at 

conjunctions such as ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘because’ that help to extend our 

sentences and give more information. 

The children have been working hard in science, consolidating their 

knowledge of animals and the groups they fall into. You could ask your 

child at home what some of the differences between a reptile and a 

mammal are! Year 1 have also been developing their understandings of 

seasonal changes, with a particular focus on winter. 



   

Year Two 
 

 This week has been another exciting week in year two. We have finished 

our history topic about the Victorians and have learned some amazing facts 

about this interesting era! In maths we have been learning about 

multiplication and how to show this using arrays. In English we have been 

learning our new story which is called The Papaya that Spoke. It is really 

funny! We have also been practising our basic French knowledge by 

counting to 20, saying hello and introducing ourselves. Next week we will 

be starting our Science topic 'Circle of Life'.  
 

Year Three 

This week in year 3 in Maths we have been looking at multiplying and 

diving by three. We have been using arrays and number lines to help us 

solve and answer multiplication and division questions. In English we have 

been innovating our story Alien landing. We have been including fronted 

adverbials and prepositions into our work. In Geography we enjoyed using 

digital mapping to locate tourist attractions in Paris. We were impressed 

with the children's knowledge of the European countries.  

 

Year Four 

This week in Year 4,  we have carried on our learning around the perimeter 

in math. Children have developed a great understanding of how to solve 

this in a range of ways, and which is the most efficient method. In English, 

children have been making adpations to the original warning story. These 

have been exciting to read, each story was very unique with their characters 

going to different parts of the world. In the afternoons, the children have 

been learning about the gruesome digestion system, we have been 

impressed by the use of their scientific vocabulary and their interesting 

facts. 

 

Year Five 
This week in year 5 we have been innovating Beowulf by changing the 

settings of the story. During this, we have been focusing on alliteration and 

fronted adverbials to make our story flow. In maths, our focus has been 

finding common denominators using our times table knowledge. This has 

helped us when comparing and ordering fractions less than 1. We have 

continued with our Saxons topic and been learning about the 7 kingdoms of 

the Saxon era including identification of which kingdom Bristol would of 

been in.  



 

Year Six 

This week in Maths, pupils have really been developing their knowledge of 

fractions for arithmetic: by using all 4 operations and even 

BIDMAS;  ordering fractions by finding the common denominator and 

finding fractions of amounts.  They have enjoyed applying their learning 

and learning different strategies to be efficient (accurate and fast).  In 

English, pupils are innovating their own 'Kidnapped' story by hooking the 

reading using features of suspense and descriptive language - their writing 

has been amazing! They should all be very proud of what they have 

achieved this week - Well done Year 6! 

 

Once again thank you for your continued support with reading and 

homework - It really does make a difference! 

 

The Year 6 Team 

 

                              

  

Early Years are looking for parent volunteers for our 

Forest School days... Paddingtons are Thursday AM, 

Gruffalos are Thursday PM and Elmers are Friday 

AM. If you are available to support please speak to 

your class teacher or rep or sign up with the sheet in 

class. Thank you! 
 
 



 
 



 

                         

                                 

PTFA Update 

It feels a long time ago now, but the PTFA hope you have all 
had a lovely festive break and are ready for 2020! 
We would like to thank everyone for their help and support for 
the Christmas Fayre!  It was a jolly day with gifts, games, 
Santas and cake so we hope you all enjoyed it as much as 
we did.  Please see the accompanying happy photos.  After 
receipts and adding in sponsorship and match funding 
donations, we are looking at a £4000 profit.  A massive 
thanks and well done to Jacqueline Goodwin and Zoe 
Prescott for their lead in organising.  A reminder to you all to 
please check if your company offers match funding.  For one 
hour of your time helping, we get a massive profit boost from 
your company.  Perfect! 
We’ll be back to events in March with the annual 
quiz.  Date to be announced soon so start revising! 
Your PTFA elves 



 
 

       

 

 

  



       

Considerate parking 

A polite reminder to park with consideration to all parents and carers 

during school drop off and pick up. We have a few parents/carers who 

have blue badges that struggle to find parking spaces near to the 

school gates. As blue badge holders they have permission to park on 

double yellow lines, so can all non blue badge holders please refrain 

from parking on double yellow lines. The zigzag areas need to be kept 

clear at all times to ensure the safety of pupils and adults. Thank you. 



             

  

  

1A - Davina                           1B - Eva                        1C - Ruben 

2A - Charlotte H                    2B - Phoebe                  2C - Ella G 

3A - Adil                                 3B - Donya                    3C - Camron 

L  

4A - Adam H                          4B - Anya                      4C - Aidan 

5A - Chloe                             5B - Henry B                 5C - Luka 

6A - Abdullah                        6B - Isabella D              6C - Mia T 
 
 
                                   



 

                          

                    
 
                                                 
                   



           
 
 
 



                  
  

  

WE KINDLY ASK THAT YOU MAKE SURE THAT YOUR CHILD 

COMES TO SCHOOL WITH A COAT EVERY DAY. 

THANK YOU! 
                                      

                                        
***Donations: We are looking for donations for board games, arts and 

crafts and Lego for our lunchtime club. All donations are very much 

appreciated *** 

 

      



                                 

  We still require donations of books for our school library. 
 
                  
 

         

       

               

Dear Parents/Carers  
Just like the Japanese martial art, Reading Karate is about practising a skill and 

working your way up through a series of coloured belts. This will encourage and 

inspire your child to read regularly at home helping them to achieve all the different 



coloured bands. It’s going to be great fun; it will boost your child’s self-image as a 

reader as well as developing their reading skills and strategies.   
 Parents and children will need to write their reads into their reading planner 

and it will be checked in school and counted up   
 Only one read can be recorded per day  
 Parents MUST sign each read in the reading diary for it to count as a read 

(Exceptions for Year 6 – see table below)  

  

Number of Reads  Karate Band Colour  Earliest date band can be achieved  

20  White  23/09/19  

40  Yellow  13/10/19  

60  Orange  02/11/19  

80  Green  22/11/19  

100  Blue  12/12/19  

120  Purple  12/01/20  

140  Red  21/01/20  

160  Brown  10/02/20  

180  Black  01/03/20  

220  Bronze  10/04/20  

260  Silver  20/05/20  

300  Gold  29/06/20  

  

  

Reception  
·      Sharing a book with an adult at 

home counts as a read  
·      This could be your school 

reading book, library book or a 

bedtime story  
·      An adult must sign your 

reading record  
·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 1 and 2  
·      Sharing your levelled reading book with an 

adult at home (or for weekend reads, a book 

from home) counts as a read  
·      A read should last for at least 10 minutes  
·      An adult must sign your reading record  
·      Only one read per day counts  

Years 3, 4 and 5  
·      Sharing your levelled reading 

book with an adult at home (or for 

weekend reads, a book from home) 

counts as a read  
·      A read should last for at least 

15 minutes  
·      An adult must sign your 

reading record book  
·      Only one read per day counts  

Year 6  
·      Sharing your levelled reading book with an 

adult at home (or for weekend reads, a book 

from home) counts as a read as well as an 

independent read  

  

·      A read should last for at least 15 minutes  
·      Pupils can record their reading in their 

reading records themselves. They have been 



   shown model examples of what this should look 

like. Please see the class teacher if unsure  
·      Only one read per day counts  

  

  

When your child has achieved the correct amount of reads for their level, they will 

need to show their reading diary to the class teacher or TA. They will then be 

presented with a coloured reading band. Once they achieve the next level reading 

band they will exchange their band for the next colour. This will continue until your 

child becomes a Reading Karate Master!   
Happy reading everyone!  
St Ursula’s Reading Team 

 

  

                      ******UPDATED PE DAYS****** 

                                                                  
  

      Monday PM: Yr 4 
     Tuesday AM: Yr 1 
     Tuesday PM: Yr 6 

     Wednesday AM: EYFS 
     Wednesday PM: Yr 5 
     Thursday AM: Yr 2 

     Thursday PM: Yr 3 
 

 
  

Parents can continue to use the post box outside the office for any slips 

or forms for the office  
 

  
  
A polite reminder that children should not climb on the climbing frame before 

school. Please ensure scooters and bikes are not ridden once inside the school 

gates. 
  

School Information 
  



Please see the behaviour policy and a child friendly version of the anti-bullying 

policy on the website which explains our approach in full: 
  
https://stursulasacademy.e-

act.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/14/2018/11/BehaviourGuidance_Nov-2018.pdf 

 

https://stursulasacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2019/09/STU-

anti-bullying-child-policy_Sept-2019.pdf 
  

Attendance News 

Whole school attendance 97.09% 

Best year group attendance for this week is Year 1 at 98% 

Class attendance this week at 98% is 5A 

Class attendance this week at 99% is 1A, 1C & 4C 

100% class attendance this week is 5B 

Well done to you all!  

 

 

Absence Requests 
 
It is important to complete an absence request form as soon as you know that your 

child may be off during term time. 10 days’ notice is the requirement but we 

appreciate that from time to time children may need to attend emergency 

appointments which cannot be helped.  

 

Please note that we may ask for evidence when considering any requests so please 

do not be offended as it is part of our attendance and safeguarding processes and 

procedures.  If parents provide the correct information, we can ensure the correct 

marks are entered on your child's registration document which is a legal document.  
 
   

Concerns or Issues 
 
Should anyone have an issue or concern about anything at all please let the office 

know.  The email address is:  ReceptionURS@E-ACT.org.uk  The office will 

forward emails received to the appropriate member of staff.  
 
 

Children Who Arrive Late 
 
Children who arrive late to school (currently 8:51am onwards) must be accompanied 

by an adult to the office where they will be signed in. 

  
 

 

https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=34bf310c88&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=34bf310c88&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=77130b6e11&e=3c661ce282
https://e-act.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c3a746fcbc36dc662223633d&id=77130b6e11&e=3c661ce282


Medication 
 

Medication (including Calpol) should not be kept in your child’s school bag. It 

must be handed into the office. All medication should be in the original box, 

with the patient information leaflet and a suitable measuring spoon or syringe 

should also be provided. 
  
 

     
  
  
  

 22.1.20 - Parents Evening (Yrs1-6) 
 23.1.20 - Parents Evening (Yrs 1-6) 

 30.1.20 - Young Carers Awareness Day (non uniform 
wear blue or purple for £1) (cake sale from 3.15pm) 

 31.1.20 - Year 2 Wild Place Trip 

 31.1.20 Year 3/4 football match 2pm, Coombe Dingle 

 3.2.20 Year 5/6 final football league match 3pm, St Bedes 

 6.2.20 St Ursula's Governance Review Day 

 7.2.20 KS1 drama workshop 

 11.2.20 Year 5/6 girls netball high five match at St Bedes 

 11.2.20 Safer Internet Day (more info to follow) 
 13.2.20 Year 5 class assembly 

 14.2.20 - INSET day 

 5.3.20/9.3.20 (dependent upon class)Year 6 Harry Potter 
Trip 

 15.5.20-17.5.20 Year 5 Isle of Wight Trip 

Updated calendar dates 

(please note that 4 May bank holiday is now replaced 
with 8 May and 14 February is an inset day) 



 
 

 



 

    



 

             

  

          
 

 



  

 

 



 


